NEWS AND  NOTES

LADIES REMEMBER -- save all your canceled postage
stamps to help build this church building in Japan.

Meeting at GOSHEN -~ Cctober 2-9., Brother Dale
Smith will be speaking. Dedication service this
afternoon,

AREA SINGING will possibly be held on third Stndey
of each month in the future.

LFT US ALL remember Sister Bailey and her family

with a letter. Here is the addresg--

Mrs, James Bailey, P. O. Box 631, Laverne,
Oklahoma, T3848 -

REMEMBER SINGING at Mark's nursing home 6:30 p.m.

* #* * * *

CHARACTER IS LIKE THE FOUNDATION OF A HOUSE. It
is below the surface,

The man who stands constantly on his dignity is
located on a mighty slippery spot.

.Earl Gieseke
.405 South Townline Road
.LaGrange, Indiana L6761

LAGRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

October 2, 1966
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Schedule of Re ar Services

Sunday Morning PBible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Services 10:30 A, M,
Evening Worship T:30 P, M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister Joy is a mark of maturity.

405 South Townline Road ‘ J -esus first.
Route L4, Box 46 0 -thers second.
LaCrange, Indiana L6761 Y -ou third.

Telephone No. U463-3571

We would like to encourage all to think upon the
gralities of unity, faithfulness, peace, friend-
livess, and fairness. Think on these things. EFave
a smile for everyone, and have a kind word for each.

* * »* * %*

Generosity consists not in the sum that is given,
bzt in the manner in which it is bestowed,




' REVERENCE IN WORSHIP

Call it ETIQUETTE if you please, but regardless of
what you call it such is absolutely essential to
acceptable worship., Here are a few tipgs: =

BE QUIET BEFORE THE WORSHIP BEGINS. We can be so
much better prepared for spiritual worship if our
thoughts turn to spiritual things. Read the words

of a good song.

BE ON TIME. We should never allow. ourselves to get
into the haebit of being late. A 1ittle planning will
break the habit if it has developed. But if you are
unavoidably late, then —--

ENTER QUIETLY AND If a prayer or song of praise is
being offered try to be seated between the close
and the next item of worship.

MOVE TOWARD THE CENTER. If you will move toward the
center of the pews others will not have to climb over
you to be seated. After all, every worshipper cannot
arrive at the very same moment of time. Be courteous!

DON'T PLAY WITH BABIES, KEYS OR OTHER OBJECTS THAT
ARE NOISEY. ; .

BE QUIET DURING THE WORSHIP. IT IS UNBEcoming in any
public assembly to talk and laugh or misbehave.

DON'T LOOK BACK AT THOSE WHO COME IN LATE. This is
something that does not help anyone, either you or
the latecomer.

REFRAIN FROM CHEWING GUM, It is smeacking good, we
knew, but there is general agreement that gum chew-
ing is out of order in any public gathering.

FINGER NAILS should be pared and the dirt removed at °
home. The clip, clip of the nail clipper can be most
disconcerting, you know,

{(continued)

--continueg--
WITHOUT A DOUBT we get out of our worship what we put
into it. Whatever distracts from an orderly and wor-
shipful assembly should be corrected. ;

-=Selected. L4

.

HEARLD OF TRUTH WORKSHOP. The Herald of IT4%§¥% work-
shop was held at Camp Indogan. It was tepiesd & suc-
cess by all that I have talked to that atPerded all
the meetings, The different men presented so#e inters
esting facts. They challenged those there to greater
service. As you should know, we support the program
here at LaGrange. I believe we should consider in-
creasing our support. Are you willing to increase
your giving in order that others might hear the

gospel of Christ? If each of us as a wage earner
would give one dollar more per month we cohaid deuble -
our contribution to the support of the program, The
budget of the program this year was almost two million
dollars. Does this sound like a lot of money? It

is estimated that we spent fifteen million dollars

for janitorial supplies and services. Half or more
of thislast amount was spent for utilities. -Do we
have the cart before the horse; the tail wagging the
dog? If we gave one dollar more each week during the
coming year we could send fifty dollars each month and
still do the other things we have been doing. Can we
give $120 per week? We can if each wage earner in the
church here would give one dollar more each week. .
Another angle is to go out and convert five feamilies
during the coming year that would give ten dollars per
week we would be giving as much as meny churches .who
do support & full-time preacher? (Well, I can dream
can't I?) E. E.G.

L * * * »* *

It's funny how a dollar can look so big when you
take it to church and so small when you teke it
to the store. The Country Parson




SERMONETTES

A religion that does nothing, gives nothing,
costs you nothing, suffers nothing, is worth
nothing.

The vision of a paycheck causes even sick people

to rise and shine on workdays, but the vision of
heaven isn't strong enough to cause many to rise
by 10 o'clock on Sunday rorning. Wonder what makes
the difference?

The Soul you save may be your ownl

You may be the only bible your neighbor will ever
read., What kind of a religion does he see?

NEWS AND NOTES

Mark's Nursing Home singing to be this Sunday evening
at 6:30.

Niles Gospel meeting Oct. 10-17. Earl West from
Indienapolis, preaching.,

MCC lectureship Oct. 9-13. If you cen teke the time,
this is a wonderful experience.

All who are young at heart: Hayride at Carl Pieratt's
Qct, 21, Come and bring weiners.

Earl Gieseke &
405 South Townline Road .
LaGrange, Indiana L6761 g

LAGRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

October 9, 1966
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Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship services 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship T:30 P. M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister

405 South Townline Road It is the WHOLE duty of the
Route b, Box L6  WHOLE church to preach the
LeGrange, Indiena 46761 WHOLE gospel to the WHOLE
Telephone No. U463-3571 world.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?

The Church of Christ is neither Catholic nor Protest-
ant for it strives today to be Just as it was 1900
yeers ago--to urge obedience to the same conditions
of salvation.

When we become Christians just as believers did in
the beginning, we become, as they did, undenominational
Christians! Thus the Church of Christ is truly un-
denominational.




THE PECULIAR PSYCHOLOGIST

By the standards of today God is a poor psycholo-
gist., From his word we are told that we are
ignorant, undone and unfit for association with
him, Who among the wise of this world dare
tell a man these things and expect him to re-
tain that man as a friend? Perhaps we also
would consider this method of approach untact-
ful, to say the least, but at the same time,
the friendship and love we express is not the
same kind, nor has the depth that the Lord has
for us,

when we read in the word ebout the love that God
has for us, it is a love that desires the best
for the soul. A love that seeks the welfare

for the part of man that lives eternal--the soul.
In this day and age our love seeks the good of
the physical men. Parents say that they love
their children and never spesk to them about sal-
vation of their souls. ., They show "love" unto
their children by giving them everything they
want, educating them in the ways of the world,
even encouraging them in those things that are
demeging to the soul, that bring on spiritual
death, We do not truly love a man if we seek
only his physical welfare,

If man could see the awfulness of sin, the abyss
into which he is plunging himself, as our God

can see, only then can he appreciate the counsel ..

of our God that we are ignorant, undone and unfit
for associestion with him. Jer. 10:23 says "O
Lord, I know that the way of men is not within
himself: it is not in man that walketh to di-
rect his steps."” I heard recently that of the
22 major governments that have come and gone on
the scene of time, thaet 19 of them had collapsed
from within by the time that their moral degrada-
tion had reached that to which the (continued)

United States was now. It mekes us stop and wonder
Just how much longer our "christian" nation will
stand before it, too, will fell from internal un-
righteousness. In all our learning, in all our
pursuits and accomplishments, we heve missed the
mark. We have under-valued the only goal worth
having-~the salvation of our eternal soul.

Perhaps we should be more of a peculiar psychologist
ourselves and let our fellowman know that he is ig-
norant, undone and unfit for association with God,

por it looks as if he will not find it out from his

friends of this world.
D, H.

NO UNIMPORTANT PEOPLE
' --Fountain Square, Ind'pls.
We often hear about the need for leaders, for men
and women capable of doing the big jJob, We seldom
hear sbout the need for ordinary people who are able
and willing to do the small jobs that have to be done
right every day. '

Most of the work of the world can be broken down
into many small jobs. The biggest building is put
up one piece of steel and one stone & a time. There
is no question about the need for man who c&n plan
and promote such buildings, but they would be help-
less without the work of those who must carry out
the plans one step at a time,

All our educational efforts cannot be directed towerd
producing leaders. Some of it has to produce the
people who are willing to work at lower levels with
purpose and enthusiasm. We cannot do the work of

the world with all chiefs and no indians, with all
generals and no privates.

The important thing is that every individual be teugt
to do as good a job &s he possibly can within.his cap-
abilities, and that no one has the right to dgéslvenly,
careless work however unimportant his job may seem.




confidence in him, and others criticized him for trying
to pull the load all by himself, "He was taking too much
authority," they said. And even though there was plenty
of room for all to take hold and push the wagon out of
the mud, it was much easier to stani back and blame the
old horse for the mess they were in. Vhereupon they
all cried with one voice, "All we need is a new horse."
~=Selected--
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AREA SINGING at Elkhart, Indiane this afternoon at
3:00 p. m. October 23, 1966.

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU goes to Bro. and Sis, Pieratt
for the nice hay ride and wiener roast enjoyed by
everyone last Friday night.
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Befo?e the worship service, speak to God; during the
service, let God speak to you; after the service
speak to each ¢ther,
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Earl Gieseke
405 South Townline Road
LaGrange, Indiana L6761

LAGRANGE.CHURCEHE OF CH RIST

EXHO RTER

October 23, 1966

Schedule of Regular Services

(R R ] O =y

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Worship Services 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship T:30 P. M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M.

Christianity is like a "live
wire" if you come in contact
with it you will likely receive
LaGrange, Indiana 46761 a shock. It is "eharged" with
Telephone Yo. U463-3571  all the powver of God.
GROWING IN CHRIST

We ought to get Big enough not to have to be begged to
attend the services of the church, Heb. 10:25

We ought to get Big enough not to think we are Just
doing the preacher a favor when we attend the services.
Phil. 2:12
We ought to get Big enough not to allow company to keep us
from attending the services of the church, Matt. 6:33

We ought to get Big enough not to be offended so easily.

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box L6

Eph. 5:21

We ought to get Big enough to be willing to forgive
others. Matt., 6:12-1L

We ought to get Big enough not to be overly critical of
others. Matt. T:1-5

We ought to get Big enough to be dependable. Matt. 25

We ought to get Big mnough to do right regardless of
what others are doing. Rom. 6:16-18

We ought to get Big enough to give as God instructs us.
I Cor. 16:1-2

We ought to get Big enough to realize that the way of
the cross is not popular.

LuGor. ¥4 -=Selected--




Morality from what Motive?

Those of us who attended the Niles meeting
last Friday evening heard Bro. West speak om
morality as it relates to cbedience to Chrigt
or self interests, I feel the point is worth
relating for it makes us re-~evaluate our own
rotives as to whether we are actually serving
Christ or serving ourselves,

People concerned for the betterment of man-
tkind have always, as well as in our day, em=
phasized morality as an essential element. In
zereral, people attribute this basic element
to God, because he requires us in his word to
be good in all our conduct. It is possible,
howvever, to be a good moral person, in spite
of God's requirement instead of because of it,
In other words, we might be morally good be-
cause of our own self-interests rather than
our desire to serve the Lorad.

! Why are we careful to make out our income
tax return correctly and pay our taxest 1Is
1% bzcause God teaches us to obey the laws

of the land or is it because we fear the bhad
publicity of having submitted a fraudulent
tax return.

Why are we honest with our neighbors,
honorable, and upright in our community? Is
it vecause God requires this of us, or is it
because people expect this of us and we want
social acceptance for our own self interests,

why do we pay our bills, honor our debts
and strive to keep a good credit rating?
Because the Lord requires us to, or do we
fear that if we don't, we would be hard
sressed to borrow money when we need it.
Are we thinking of ourselves or God?

{(contimed)

Vhy are we careful to attend the services of the
church? Is it because of our love for the Lord or
is it that we will fzel more acceptsble in our relie
gous area if we attend, or that it will bettzr serve
our business interests, or we will more greatly re=-
ceive the praise of man, Is it possible that we

are not forsaking the assembly in spite of the Lord's
commend instead of because of it?

I trust that we are not guilty of impure motives
in our Christian 1ife, Every gond thought and deed
shorld stem solely fron e love for God and a desire
to serve him. If we do this, he has promised that .
all our provisions will be granted.

D. H.
A NEW HORSE

The preacher hed Segun a new work. He dreamed that
he was & “nraﬂ, and that the ﬂor~*agaulﬁq had put a
:hlrﬁ\ﬁranﬁ“ﬁeJ‘"**“h' Tnéy w~§€ B11 % hEFeT about
him tc admire the new outfit, Some of them stroked his
mare =nd patied his neck, saying, "Good old Horse," and
they all locked pleased,

The nLorse was iwpatient to start. He tossed his head,
stamped his feet ard chcaped at the bit, Finally the
svart came with the cléers in the drivers seai and the
meuwbers running slong hesice the wagon shouting and en-
covraging him, Tue h::se did his very best and they ell
shouted with one voice, "We have a wonderful horsel"
Wnen they came toc 8 nill, the horse easily puiled the
wagzon cver ity but soon +hey cane to anather hill, end
then & third, Scmetimes the road was ruity and rcugh.
Flua¢ky, they came to & mud hole in the rcad and the
wszon gtuck fast, Try &3 he would the horse could not
pull the wagon out,

Everything was quiet, There was no one encoursging
him now, and in desperatica the horse turned his head
and leco ;ed tack, There was the whole congregstion riding
on the wagon., Some were asleep, and some were letting
their feet drag in the mud. Fizally they ewvoke and tegan
to vlame the old horse. Some had lost tneir (cont.)




LASTING IMPRESSIORNS . .

.LAGRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST.
An old and homely story tells of a father who, . .
in guiding his small boy, told him to drive a nail . EXHEORTER .
into a post every time he did an evil thing, and . .
to draw & nail out every time he did a good act. S e L e R P i O TS RS SR O RO O O O
The scn @id as he was tuld, but regretted he could
not pull out the nail holes. . October 30, 1966
So with the record of every life. We may amend,
chznge our program, turn over a new leaf, but some A g g S RS P e g O o Ol SORRCHE OB 5 L O G e OUR D
flaws remain. Hobits, long coutinued, become hard . .
to break. The nail holes stay, and they remind us £ Schedule of Reguler Services .
of misdeeds or unwise decisions of the past, . .
. Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M, .
o %% T A . Worship Services 10:30 A. M. .
: . Evening Worship T7:30 P, M. .
SEMEFIING “FOR, BI0S " Thursday Fvening Bible Study 7:30 B, M. .
Give me = Ffaithful heart--likeness to Thee=== { Farl Gieseke, Minister Glory is not in .
That each departing day, henceforth may see . 405 South To;niine Road yaving more than A
Some work of love begun, some deed of kindness done, : Rout; L B HE otfisrsc - bit: in ¥y
Some wandrer sought and won--something for Thee. : LaGrang;, Indiana 46761 doing ;ore. :
Y EEEEEEE . Telephone Ia. L63-35T1 .
ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE to have the bulletin sent to '
a friend please give name and address to Sister IT ISN'T THE CHURCH,| ITS YOG
Goldie Pulley. She will be sending out the weekly When you criticize the work of the church,
bulletins, And think its members untrue;
b, LA S T e P S AT SR e R U SISy = S e IO S ) Eave you taken the time to make & search,
. ?arl Gieseke 5 7o sce if the fault is with you?
S Egériofth §°§?llne 52521 2 Heve you been to the erring member,
. TS LR ‘ 2 fnd in kindness pointed out his mistake,
" 2 Or, have you fziled your Lord's words to remember;
) s How that Christiied and died for his sake?

Whenever the Lord's work is left undone,

And the world at the church points with shame;
Have you stopped to see if you ere the one,

Who is bringing reproach to His name?

i@ Lilp 9 e

If you are net doing your share of the work,
Feger to walk with the chosen few;
Don't biame the church for the duties you shirk,

It isn't the church, it's youl




A sign in a poolroom once read, "If you spit on the
floor at home, go home to spit." Sometimes I am made
to wonder if we need a few similiar signs in the
church building. Maybe a few signs like: "If you tear
pages out of books at home, go home to do it," or "If
you write in books at home, go home to do it," or
"If you scatter chewing gum papers on the floor at home,
go home to do it,”" or meny others that we might add to
the list. These and other things are the things we
are doing. Perhaps something needs to be said about
this problem. As I am the one with my neck out the most
often, I may as well stick it out again.

These remarks are addressed to all who worship at
LaGrange, but to no one in particular. Yet each of
us should consider them personally. Our song books
are getting in very bad condition. These books will
soon need to be repaired or replaced. The only pro-
blem with repairing them is you can't repair the
pages that are missing. It is very embarrassing for
the song leader to get up to sing a song only to
find part or all of the song page missing. It makes
a very poor impression on a visitor when they open
a book and find the pages marked up with pencil or
ink.

I, as well as many of you, have gone into the audi-
torium on Sunday evening and picked up handfuls of
lesson sheets, candy papers, gum wrappers, bulletins,
and yes,parts or whole pages from song books or Bibles.

Personally, I can see no reason for candy or gum
papers to be on the floor. Gum chewing is not desir-
able in public gatherings like this. All the autho-
rities on "manners" say that gum should not be
chewed in public assemblies. If you could stand be=-

fore a group of "cud-chewers" for thirty minutes and

see the endless chomping on the gum you might never
chew gum again. But more important is this; you .
can't sing properly with gum in your mouth. I would-
it any more think of leading singing or preaching
with gum in my mouth than I would of having a cig-
arette in my mouth. One is almost as much out of
place while trying to sing praises (Continued)

unto God as the other. Many people, including myseif,
go for days or weeks without chewing gum. I believe
that we can suffer for two hours at a time without it.
If not, then we are hooked as bad as the smoker is on
his weed. At least my "smoking brethren" can go through
the entire service without a smoke, Can you go through
without your “cud"?

Let's all work together to meke our building more
attractive and our song books and Bibles last longer.

We are stewards of God. These are His, not ours.

Also some one suggested to me thet something be said
about our conduct preceding our services., We had a good
article on this a few weeks ago that was taken from the
Paulding bulletin. This was in the October 2 issue.
Maybe we need to reread it, It was suggested that some-
thing be said about it in a sermon, but we all can help
the situation individually by watching ourselves. When
it is almost time for classes or the public worship to
start we can sit down and read from a Bible or song
book., Ve can be on time for all the services. I know
from personal experience that it is only a matter of
planning to get up and drive thirty or thirty-five miles
to Bible class and be there on time, I did it for sev-
eral years. We should sit close to the front of the
building. Preachers don't like to talk across five rows
of seats that are empty. As brother Hall has often said,
"There is nothing as worthless as a front pew." Don't
bring things that will detract from the solemn and rev-
erent worship to God. Do not take a bulletin to read.
If you are not anymore interested than that you may as
well stay at home or sleep through the sermon. Don't
loock back at those who are late, If they need assistence,
brother Cox or someone will take care of them. Let us
work to make our service to God more effective,

EQ El Gl

# * X X ¥ X ¥ X % ¥ =N

Church attendance and church work are matters of great
importence, and they should not be neglected,




(continuel from page 3)
Say, wasn'% that grest!
the full firteen."

"You mean <ammie hasn't been showing interest in his
Bible lesscns' We try to teach him to put first things
first and dema:d that he use his time wisely. Pardon
me, preacher. . , ,Are you leaving, Sammie? Then
turn off that TV and put your comic books away first."

--Selected==

I didn't figure him to last

NEWS AND NOTES

SINGING at Marks Nursing home tonight at 6:30 p.m.
Everyones help will be greatly appreciated.

EERALD OF TRUTE film strip will be shown by Dean
Hoggatt after a shorter evening service tonight,

LADIES S remmber to bring all of your canceled

_ stamps to the church building so they can be sent

in to help build the church in Japan.

* ¢ ¥ X X X ® ® &

Christians are like tea. Their real strength comes
out when they get in hot water.

Men are like steel--of little value when they lose
their temper.
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+ Earl Gieseke 7
. Routeh > Box h6 .
LaGrange, Indiane LET61 i

LA GRANGE CHURCE OF
EXHORTZER .

November 6, 1966
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Schedule of

Regular Vorship Services .
Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M, .
Worship Services 10:30 A, M, .
Evening Worship Tu830L Paf M .
Thursday Evening Bible Study T2 SX0) M2l 055

Earl Gieseke, Minister / -
405 fouth Townline Road Still religion like still
Route 4, Box 46 water is the first to get
LaGrange, Indiana L6761 cold enough to freeze. .
Telephone No. L463-35T1 .

WANTED FOR THE LORD'S SERVICE
16
Men, like Daniel, who dare to do right. (Daniel 6:10-
Men, like Shadrach, ready to suffer, (Exodus 20:L4;
Daniel 3:41)
Men of courage, like Joshua. (Numbers 1L:6-9; Joshua
6:16)
Men like Elijah, bold to proclaim the truth.
(I Kings 17:1)
Brethren, like Aaron and Hur, (Exodus 17:9-12)
rathers, like Abraham. (Genesis 22; Proverbs 10:21)
Sisters, who, like Mary, sit at Jesus'feet.(Luke0:38)
Heads of families, like Caleb. (Acts 10:2;Num. 1h:2h)
Wives, models in their lives. (Proverbs 3120-31)

Christians, who are willing to put the Lord at the
first of everything in their lives.




THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

'ng'a colored preacher, went down to a place to try
out for the work. When someone asked what his favorite
pareble was, he answered, "I like de parable of the good
Samaritan de bestest," They ask him to tell the story
and this is the way Sam related it.

A man was on his way from Jericho down to Jerusalem,
and he fell among the thieves and the thorns grew up
and .choked the man and he died. He didn't have no money,
and the Queen of Sheba came along and gave him a thousgand
talents and a hundred changes of rainment, He got
in a chariot and rode furiously along, and as he rode
along his hair got caught on a 1limb of a tree, and he
hung there many deys, and the ravens brought him food
to eat and water to drink, Finally Deliah came along
and cut off his hair and he fell on stony ground and
it rained forty days and nights.. So he went and hid
hisself in a cave and the dogs came and licked his
Sores. Finally as he came close to Jerusalem he saw
an cld hen trying to get her chickens under her wings,
but some of them would not. He went a little far-
ther and met a man who asked him to have supper with
him, but he said I can't, I've married me a wife, but
he compelled him and he et supper with him and they
had locust and wild honey,

They all voted that Sam should have the job cause
he sho knowed his Bible frum kiver to kiver.

This is rather humorous and somevhat ridiculous but
S0 are some of the things that are being taught todey,
we laugh at these mistakes and wonder if anybody could
really believe something twisted up this vay, when pos-
sibly we believe something that has been Just as mis-
represented as these facts and we are trusting our
souls to these things without checking to see if they
are in agreement with the Bible. In the words of the
apostle Paul, "Study to show thyself approved unto
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashemed, rightly

dividing the werd of truth." 2 Tim, 2:15, _Selectede

ARE YOU PULLING YOUR PART OF THE LOAD?

This is a timely and important question. Almost always
there are a few in the Church who do the pulling, while
many are irying to ride to Leaven on the labors of cthers.
That each one must labor in the Lord's vineyard is taught
abundantly in the scriptures. The five wise virgins in
Matt. 25:1-13 could not divide their o0il with the five
foolish virgins. And each of the laborers in the vine-
yard in Matt, 20:1-16 received his own wages, not that
of another; even so shall we be rewarded according to
our own labor and not the labor of someone else, "So
then each one of us shall give account of himself to God,"
Romans 1L:12,

Again we ask, "Are you pulling your part of the Joad?
Are you giving as the Lord has prospered you? Are you
attending the Bible study classes and periods of worship
as you should? Are you talking to pecple about their
souls? Are you praying for the elders, deacons, preacher.
Bible teachers, and the Success of the church in general?
Are you a dead weight holding the church back, or are
You helping to pull it along?

We horeeach of us will work harder toward the growth
of the church and that none of us will be guilty of hold-
ing back the progress of it.

--Selected--

EE TOLD MORE THAN HE INTENDED

"Well, Preacher, you Just have to expect the contri-
bution to drop, Everything is so high and money is so
scarce, and , , .What is that? Oh, how is my new car
running? Just finei TIt's nice."

"why,certainly I enjoy the class and I intend to come.
But T just don't have time this week, I have so meny
things to do. On, dear, I've got to go now--I have a
bridge appointment and a P, T. A. meeting scheduled.,"

"Yes, Mid-weck Bible Study is a fine thing. Every
person that can must attend. But most people dcn’t have

to work as herd as I do, and I just have to get some rest,
Did I zee the fight on TV last night?

vhat? (continued)




NEWS AND NOTES

GOSPEL MEETING at Dowagiac, Michigan--Nov. 1L-20
with Loyd Stinnett speaking, Meeting start at
7:30 p. m.each evening.

KENDALLVILLE TO HAVE THANKSGIVING RALLY!!!
November 24th at 7:30 will mark the openening
of a giant rally with emphasis on youth at
Kendallville, Indiana. The rally will con-
tinue through the 25th and 26th with a va-
riety of activities and programs. Make your
plans to spend e thankful thanksgiving in the
fellowship of Christian young people from all
over Indiana, Michigen, Ohio and other states
John Smith from La Junta, Mexico will be fea-
tured on the program., For reservations and
lodging contact:

Mr. Ellis Crum

620 N. Riley

Kendallville, Indiana U6755

Phone: Area 219--347 3758
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.Earl Gieseke

405 South Townline Road

.LaGrange, Indiana L6761
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EXHORTER

November 13, 1966

Sehedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M.,
VWorship Services i 10:30 A. M.
Evening Vorship L T:30 P. M,
Thursday Evening Worship Study 7:30 P. M,
Farl Gieseke, Minister Courtesy and kind
405 South Towmline Roead ness are contagious.
Route 4, Box U6 Let's start an

LaGrange, Indiana U6761 epidemic,
Telephone No., 463-3571

JUST LIKE A GROWN-UP

A small boy was on his way to worship one
fine Sunday morning. In his hand he carried
two new shiny dimes. One for the collection
plate and the other for some ice-cream after
services were over,

As he walked over a bridge one of the new
dimes fell through a crack in the bridge floor
and was lost. The little fellow looked at

the crack in the bridge floor that had swallowed

up the dime and remarked, "Well, there goes the

LORD'S DIME."

Unfortunately, meny grown brethren follow
this same line of reascning. Remember that
Jesus has taught us, "For where your trea-
sure is, there will your heart ( Cont. p. 2)



SAVED

We read in Acts 16:31 the answer that Paul end
Silas gave to the rhillipian Jailor concerning
his question "What must I do to be saved?" It
was '"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and Thou
Shalt be Saved, andthy house! Many of the reli-
gicus world go to this verse for refuge in be-
jieving that faith alone or belief alone will
save. If this were the only verse that dealt
with salvation we might agree with them but the
Bible asserts that we are saved by other factors
also.

It also states that we are saved by:

God + o« . Romearns 8:23

Carist. . Matt. 1:21

Spirit of God., . . I Cor. 6:1
Mlood of Christ, . . Rom. 5:9
Grac®. « « « « « JRom. 3:2b
Mercy. « « » o » JTit. 3:5
fospel . . « 1 Cor, 15:1-2
oreaching . « oI Cor. 1:21
Baptism. . . I Peter 3:21
Obedience. . . .Heb, 5:8-9
WorkSe o o & . James 2:2k
HGPe e e B .Rom, 8:2h
oeself, . . . « JActs 2:40

Man is saved by all of these but not by
any one alone, None can dbe left out.

D. H.

(cont. from page 1) be also." (Matt. 6:21).
God, Christ, the apostles ALL SACRIFICED
FOR ME, what am I sacrificing for them?

--Selected--

The Day Everything Went Wrong

It was Monday morning. I arose from bed
reeling as sick as I had said I felt yester-
day--To excuse my absence from worship. At
the breakfast table, my wife growled at me--
the way I usually growl at her-- and I was
gtunned into silence., She read the paper
while I gulped 2 ¢up of coffee, then she
stormed off to do the shopping without even
saying goodbye.

On the way into town another car ran a
red light the same one I ran as I came home
Saturdey--and crumpled my fender,

When I finally got to work the office force
had already claimed every easy job, and I was
saddled with the tough-decision tasks. During
the day an internal revenue man called on
my boss, and then informed me that I must
actually pay all the so-called "expenses"

I had dreamed up for my income tax report.
To top it 8ll, my boss cut my salary to con-
form to the gross income I claimed.

Through the day people did unto me as I
had done to them-~talked about me, short-
changed me, and tried to beat me to every
parking space.

That evening the preacher called, and &s-
sured me that the Lord would bless me in keep-
ing with my liberality, which meant a ccld
year shead. Vhen I prayed for forgivenress,
Cod said that He would treat me like I had
treated those who trespassed against me.

Eov much worse can things get? I'm catch-
ing up with me!




NEWS AND NOTES

THANKSGIVING RALLY TO BE AT KENDALLVILLE!!!!l

7:30 p. m on November 24 will be the opening date--
continuing through the 25 & 26. For reservations
and lodging contact: Mr, Ellis Crum, 620 N. Riley
Kendallville, Indiana 46755, Phone: Area 219-347 3758

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN CHOROUS will give a progrem at
the Donmoyer Ave. building November 22 at T:30 p.m.

R e ] e
PACKING
A young Christian was packing his bag for a Journey,

and said to a friend "I have nearly finished pack-
ing, All I have to put in are:

a guide book a volume of fine poetry

a lamp a few biographies

a mirror a package of old letters
a microscope & hammer and a set of tools
a telescope & book of songs
a sword

"But you cannot put &ll that into your bag"
objected the friend, "Oh yes," said the
Christian, "Here it is." And he placed his
Bible in the corner of the suitcase and closed
the 39de. o « o & o o . .(From "Yords of Life")
» Earl Gieseke

. 405 South Townline Road

. LaGrange, Indiana 46761
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. Exholrter

November 20, 1966

5 Schedule of Regular Services 5
. Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M, 2
. Vorship Services 10:30 A, M. .
. Evening VWorship T:30 P. M, .
. Thursdey Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M, .
. Farl Gieseke, Minister 50
. 405 South Townline Road Worship regularly -
. Route L, Box L6 Hobe. 10:25 N

LaGrange, Indiana L6761 .
1 Telephone No. 463-35T1 ! A

THE PERPETUIT* OF THE BIBLE

The empire of Ceasar is gone; the legions of Rome
are mouldering in the dust. The avalanches that
Napoleon hurled upon Eurcpe have melted away; the
pride of the pharcahs is fallen. The pyramids
they raised to be their tombs are sinking every
day in the desert sands. Trye is a rock for
bleaching fishermens knots; Sidon has scarcely left
e wreck behind, but the WORD OF GOD still survives.
All things that threatened to extinguish it have
only aided it. . . .Tradition has dug for it a
grave; intolerence has lighted for it many a fagot;
many a Judas has betrayed it with a kiss; many a
Teter has denied it with a oath; many a Demas has
forsaken it, "But the word of the Lord liveth and
abidcth forever,"

-=Selected—-

. LAGRANGE CHURCH OF CHPRIST.
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Howe Methodist Church to Have Pirst Woman Minister
Headlines from LaGrenge Standard

What does the average person think when they read
such a headline? Some will not bother to do more
than glance at the headline. Others will smile and
say, "Well, that's different," Others might mention
equality of the sexes or some other statement. How
does it effect you? It makes me sickt I can hardly
believe that anyone can be so misguided,

The article mentions that she is the first woman
ordained in the North Indiana Conference. She was
ordained a Methodist elder and received into full
membership, According to I Tim. 3:1-T7 and Titus
1:5-9 an elder must be the husband of one wife and
have faithful and believing children., I don't see
how even the "modern churches” can stretch the
scripture this fer, Paul wrote in I Tim. 2:11-12
that women were not to teich or to usury cuthority
over men, In I Cor. 14:34-35 he also wrote that
vomen were to be silent in the church and if they
wanted to learn anything they were to ask their
husbands at home, because it was a shame to speak
in the church.

The only way people can do this is to disregard
God's word, Those who live this life without proper
regard for God are already in the suburbs of hell,
God sald, "My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledgeo" Hosea L:6. Jude 16 and 18 speak of
those who walk after their own lustse

The article goes on to say that she has served as
a pastor in Taiper, and that the '"churches of Howe
and Pretty Prairie are looking forward to real pro-
gress with such a qualified leader and feel very
fortunate to have Miss Studley as their pastor.”
Too many of the denominations are making "real pro-
gress” such as this. Jesus said that we would be
able to identify a tree by its fruit. He also said
that if the blind lead the blind they would both

(cont.)

fall into the ditch. He didn't say what would happen
if it was a woman, but I would venture a guess that
it wouldn't meke too much difference. The Bible
speaks of those who are "wilfully ignorant." The
words such as "qualified lesder" causes me to wonder
at the meaning of "qualified?" Paul said that if

any preached another gospel that they were to be
accursed., Gal. l:1-9,

This points out misdeeds that are done in the name
of Christianity. How far will it go? Where will it
stop? It will go to the edge of the grave, Then
each individual will be judged by the word of God,
Regardless of what we have done in "all good con=
science," we will all be judged by the same standard,

The morel of this article is evident, you must do
all that you cen to lead the erring to Christ.

E. E. G.

HIS YOKE IS EASY

A man was carrying a basket. It was heavy. His
son asked to help him, The father cut a stick and
placed it through the handle of the basket o that
the end toward himself was very -short, while the
end toward the boy was three or four times as long.
Each took hold of his end of the stick, and the
basket was 1ifted and easily carried. The son was
bearing the burden with the father, but he found
his work easy and light because his father assumed
the heavy end of the stick.

Just so it is when we bear the yoke with Christ;
He sees to it that the burden laid on us is light;
He carries the heavy end.

==Selected=-

"I AM LOST" A sinner must fecide tris h=fci-e he
will see the need of OBED . :MCE
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NEWS AND NOTES

HERALD OF TRUTH TV program can be seen on Sundey

mornings--9:00 A. M, Channel 28 WSJV-So. Bend - Elkhart

9:15 A, M, Channel 33 WKJG-Fort Wayne

We encourage use of FREE BIBLE CORRESPONDANCE
course and also SURVEY OF THE BIBLE FILM STRIPS.

FOURTH SUNDAY SINGING to be announced,

STAMPS NO LONGER NEEDED FOR THE MISSION WORK in
Japan. In the October issue of the Christian
Chronicle, it was announced that 4¢ Lincoln, the

S ¢ Washington and the red 8¢ airmail stamps are
no longer needed for the missionary work in Japan.
The demend continues for all other stamps.

¥ % R B O X R X X K X ® ®

How many & men, from love of self,

To stuff his ceffers, starves himself;
Labors, accumulates, and spares,

To lay up ruin for his heirs;
Grudges the poor their scanty dole;

Saves everything, except his soulj
And always anxious, always vexed,

Loses both this world and the next!

PR B K R BE BE BE BE R BE NE B NS
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Farl Gieseke
.105 South Townline Road
.LaGrange, Indiana ULETEL

EXHORTER

November 27,1966

Schedule of Regular Services
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Services 10:30 A, M.
Fvening Worship T7:30 P. M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:3C P. M,

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box 46
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
Telephone Fo. 463-3571

RejJoice evermore.
I Thess. 5:16

FORGIVE _

Ve may, if we choose, make the worst of one
another. Fvery one has his weak points; every
one has his faults; we may make the worst o.f these,
we may fix our attention constantly upon these.
Put we may also make the best of one another. Ve
may forgive, even as we hope to be forgiven. Ve
may put ourselves in the place of others, and
ask what we should wish to be done to us, and
thought of us, were we in their place. By
loving whatever is lovable in those around us,
love will flow back from them to us, and life
will become a pleasure instead of & pain; and
earth will become like Heeven; and we shall
become not unworthy followers of Him whose name
is love.




A PERSONAL SACRIFICE

The sscrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ upon the
cross for the sins of all mankind should not prevent
me from considering it a sacrifice for me, individe "
ually. I know that my Lord would have given his life
just as freely if I had been the only person on the
earth in sin. Sometimes our appreciation for this
gift is dulled by the thought of numberless billions
of people who benefit, and since I am only one, the
Lord really didn't do very much for me after all.

The scripture however relates this sacrifice as a
personal thing, (iCor. 8:11; Rom. 14:15) and I do
an injustice to the grace of God unless I account
Christ's sacrifice for me. Too, we rob ourselves
of a closer relationskip with our Savior, by lessen=-
ing our love and appreciation for his giving of
himself. Whether a trillion people, a billion, a
thousand or just me are in sin is incidental, The
plan of salvation conceived in heaven was for me,
and is made more beautiful by my conceiving of it
this way. - ;

We might better understand this personal congeption
of Christ's sacrifice in: this way: What fathefK oves
his children would not sBcrifice all he has if one
of them took sick to thel point of death, in order
to meke him well? It wolldn't matter how many child-
ren he had, his love would be no less for the one
who was sick, than if he had only one to love in the
first place. All of the love, sympathy, concern and
plan for recovery that the father and mother could
conceive, would be brought to bear on the child, All
of the resources and financial reserves of the parents
would be gladly given, in order to save their child.
Such is the love, and much more, that our Father had
for each of us in that while we were sick(in sin)
Christ died for us. His sacrifice was the only
way for our recovery and we should account it a per-
sonal one, He wes not willing that any should perish
but thet sll should come to repentance. II Pet. 3:9.

Let us not be guilty of accounting the sacrifice
of our Savior in a general sense instead of a
personal sense, and missing a fuller and closer
relationship with our maker,

D. H,

ALPHABET OF SUCCESS

Attend churchregularly.

Be careful in all things.

Tonsider well; then decide positively.

Do right; fear to do wrong.

Fndure hardships with calmness.

Forsake not your family. ;
Go to no piace that will ruin your character
Hate no one, Do good unto everyone. '
Ignore no one; practice hospitality.
Join hands only with the righteous.

Keep your mind pure.

Lie not for any consideration.

Minister unto the needy.

Never try to'appear what you are not.
Oppose all things evil.

Pay your debts promptly. .
Question notjthe hoesty of a friend,
Respect the }dvice of your parents,
Sacrifice monpey rather than principle,
Think before you speak.

Use your time wisely.

‘Value the Bible above all books.

HWatch your temper.

Xercise good manners.

Yield not to discouragements.

Zealously labor for the right and sucess is certain,
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Meny times the reason an atheist caunct find God
is the same reason that a thief cannot find a
policemanl!




COBO ARENA " CHRIST FOR TODAY" CAMPAIGN

We would like to report to you the number of
responses at the Cobo Arena, There were 669
responses to the Lord's invitation. At least
220 were baptized and 449 confessed wrong and
asked for prayers. There were 410 who respond-
ed on Sunday evening, 120 to be baptized and
290 asking for prayers.

There were numerous responses at home congre-
gations besides the responses at the meeting.
(Brother Jimmy Allen did the preaching.)

PREACHER MOVING: By the thae ¥5% hd5¥%nis

brother Glenn Martin and his good family will
have already moved to their new home and work.
Most of us have come to know and love Glenn,

Dee, and children. They are starting a new

work at Mundelein, Illinois. Their address will
be: Route 1; Box 239, Mundelein, Illinois 60060,
Pray for the Martins and also for the church

at Fort Wayne as they get a new preacher.

FOURTH SUNDAY SINGING at Marks nursing home
this evenimg at 6:30 p. m.

Plan for full day of fellowship this Sune
day: Regular meoning services, pot-luck
lunch at Hoggatts!, tray making favors in
afternoon for ladles, business meeting
for men, asinging at flark's Nursing: Home
at.6s30, then vegular evening services.® *
.Earl Gieseke 'y

.405 South Townline Road

.LaGrange, Indiana L6761
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LAGRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

December 4, 1966
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Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
Worship Services : 10:30 A, M,
Evening Worship T:30 P. M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M,

Earl Giescke, Minister I was glad when they
405 South Townline Road said unto me, Let us
Route 4, Box 46 go into the house of
LaGrange, Indiana L6761 the Lord.

Telephone No., U63=-3571 Ps. 122:1
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TOMORROW'S HOUSE

There's a house we will live in tomorrow
'Tis the house we're building today.,
Every thought, word and deed's going into
that house ~ at the end of the way.

If we carelessly play away moments

Of God's time he is letting us share,
We will find in that hous= of tomorrow!
Disappointment and gloom and despair!

But if we redeem God's brief moments
By knowing, and living His way,
Love will light the bright house of Tomorrow--
The house we are building today.
-~Selected from Ypsilanti News--




N)  WONDER!

Fave ycu ever wondered why it is so hard to convert
a Catholic or a Jew to the truth? An@ have you
wondered why we lose so mzny of our young people

to s0 many different thirngs? A recent article in
Look which discusses federal aid to parochial schools
might give some hint. I quote:

"Jewish children enrolled in synagogue schools re-
ceive about 200 hours of religious instruction
ennually. JCathelic childrern (inelading those in
the public schools) get at least 100. hours of formal
traing in religion. But, a Prctestant child, even
if he attends Sunday School faithfully, receives
only about 25 hours of religious instruction a year.
'A1]1 of the years a child spends in Sunday School
add up to about the same time he spends in public
school in two mcnths. It is small wonder the aver-
age child in most Protestant homes can give no
pdequate reason fcr his faith,'"

And there ycu have it. While the "average" child
of members of the Lord's church may fare better
than the Protestant child (he may get 50 hours a
year), it is still a long way from equalllng the
Jew or Catholic. 2V

Why is it that parents leave all of ghe childs
education in ihe Bible to the Bible Jclrool teacher
and the preacher? The average cnild ‘gets little
put of the Sunday School class, and not too much
out of the scimons. And some parents think such
vill make walking Bible encyclopedias out of their
child.

A child goes to school some 30 to 35 hours a week.
Counting his homework, he may spend up to 7 or 8
nours on one subject--math, music or English. And
everybody is encouraging him to learn these subjects,
emphasizing their importance in rater life. The

same child may spend one hour that (continued)

{continued)
week studying the Bible, Why are so many parents
so blind and unseeing in one of the children's
greatest needs--Bible study at home? Ephesians 6:4
is just as much a command as Acts 2:381 Can we be
saved by obeying one ard neglecting the other?
Unplug the TV, throw out some of the comic books,
cut out some parties and dates if necessery, and
take time to study the Bible, where you and your
children may learn of God and His way.

Gordon L. Ricketts

Teken from the Bulletin-Paulding

MORAL CRISIS

It is said that America faces a moral crisis, that
the peaca crnd security of the nation hang in the
balance., It is said that religion should improve
the morals of the nation; but religion itself faces
a mcral crisis. Are religious people more honest
and trustworthy, can they be counted on to be more
fair and just in their treatment of one another,
are homes more humble and :God-fearing than those
of their non-religious neighbors? If not, how
can they lecd a nation out, of its moral crisis?
Perhaps religious people need to return to simple
virtues of honesty, justice and honesty. If Jesus
Christ were here. where would He lead?

® % K % R X B XS

A RULE OF LIFE: ‘“The rule that governs my life is
this: Anything that 4ims my vision of Christ, or
takes awoy my teste for Bible Stucdy, or cramps my
prayer life, or mskes Christian work difficul}, is
wrong for me, end I must, as & Christian, turn away
from it,

This sizmple rule ney help you find a safe rozd for.
your feet alo‘g life's patavey.-J. Wilbur Clapaon
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MYSELF
One day I looked at myself,
At the self that Christ can see;
I saw the person I am todey.
And the one I ought to be.

I saw how little I really pray,
How little I really do;

I saw the influence of my life-
How little of it was true!

I saw the bundle of faults and fears
I ought to lay on the shelf;

I had given a little bit to God,
But I hadn't given myself,

I came from seeing myself,
With the mind made up to be

The sort of a person that Christ cen use
With a heart He may always see.

Author Unknown
~e«=Danville Reporter

Ve are certainly happy to be back at home in our
building. Thanks go to Dean and Devon for ine
stalling the new boiler and Ear) Wilson for a

good Job of cleaning up after them.
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Earl Gleseke
Route & Box 46
LaGrange, Indiana 46761

LA GRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

December 11, 1966
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Schedule of Worship Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Services 10:30 A, M,
Evening Worship T:30 Pe M,!
Thursday Evening pible Study 7:30 P. M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister Therefore to him that
405 South Townline Road knoweth to do good, and
Route 4 , Box 46 doeth it not, to him it
LaGrange, Indiana L6761 is sin.

Telephone No. U463-3571 ' James L:17

.b-tl~.910-4-@1¢,6,@43ai',ibao6.-.
A PRESCRIPTION FOR YOU

If you are impatient, sit down quietly and talk with
Job,

If you are just strong-headed, go and see Moses.,

If you are getting weak-kneed, take a good look at
Elijeh.

If there is no song in your heart, listen to David,

If you are a policy man, read Daniel,

If you are getting sordid, spend awhile with Issiahe

If you are chilly, get the beloved disciple to put
his arms around you.

If your faith is below par, read Paul.

If you are getting lazy, watch James.

If you are losing sight of the future, climb up the

stairs of Revelation end get & glimpse of the

promised land.
___ Author Unknown




A THFEEFOLD LIFE

A populer definition of morality in the world
today is one that considers self only. What-
ever I feel is right is right'for me. Little
or no concern is given for my neighbors, or

for God. The apostle Paul's words of inspiration
tells of a morality that is more inclusive. He
states that we should deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right-
eously and godly in this present world. Tit.
2:12. True morality concerns ourselves (soberly)
others (righteously )and God (godly). True mor-
ality then has a threefold obligation: to our-
selves, to others and to God.

"Soberly" meens to maintain control over self,
exercising gocd Judgment with a sound mind,
"Rightecusly" demands right actions, Just deal=-
ings with others. "Godly" denotes a life with
god-like virtues, fearfully conscience of His
all seeing eye, seeking His divine approval.
To define a zorality without regard to the last
two (others and God) produces a type of moral-
ity without religion. And morality without
religion has no roots. It becomes a thing of
custom, changeable, transcient and optional.

Dicz2 JHE
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Men say, "I have my own life to live." So far as
responsibility is concerned, that is true. But

not so far as duty, relationship, and opportunity.
Our life is not our own. All that makes it great
is borrowed, like the ax of the son of the prophet,
Life is short--but it is long enough for all of us
to learn its worth before Death 1ifts his hammer to
strike the passing of the hour of time.

--Macartney's Tllustrations

HAVE YOU NOTICED . . . .

e « o« o that the people who find time to visit the
sick and teach the lost have as much to do as those
who do not? It is with them a matter of putting
the most important thing first,

« o o o thdt people who never miss services have
Just as much sickness and Just as many kinfolks

as those who miss when they don't feel good or when
company comes? They put first things first.

s « » « that those who are teaching Bible classes
don't have mcre time to prepare than others do?
They Just take time to do that which is important,

e« » « » that many who attend Bible classes regularly
have Just as many small children to be taught from
the earliest years to behave at the services?

e » « o« that if we tried as hard to be on time at
Worship as we do to the ball geme or other events,
we would seldom come in late?

e o « » that those who get the most out of the
Church are thcse who mut the mcst in it? If you are
not getting what you think you should out cf the
church, take an inventory of what you are putting
into it.

-~Lincoln St., Builetin, Blocmington
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A rich man wexnted to help a very poor carpenter, He
pired him to build a house; <then he went awsy on

a long journey. The carventer used shoddy materials
and neglected the supporting work that did not show.
When the rich man returned ke gsve the house to

the poor carpenter! Tomorrow we iive In the nouse
we are building TODAY!

Clome
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(continued from page 3)

FOUND--A release from anxiety and work. This
precicus possession was found in the closet

of prayer on the shelf of complete trust.

Anyone having lost this blessing should re-

claim it immediately.

LOST--A child by parents too busy to give him
spiritual guidance. Finder please return to
God and receive greatest reward to be imagined.

FOUND A precious soul by one interested in doing
God's will. This soul was reclaimed for the Lord °
by a lady who earnestly prayed over the matter.
Great rejoicing now had by both parties.

-=Selected=-=
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CONGRATULATIONS to Sharon and Eillard Gayheart
who are the proud parents of a baby girl born
Friday evening December 9, 1966.
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Earl Gieseke s
405 South Townline Road
LaGrange, Indiana U661

LA GRAXNGE CHURCHE OF CHRIST
EXHORTER
December 18, 1966
Schedule of Worship Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study - 9:30 A. M,
Worship Services 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship T:30 P. M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M.

"Thanks be unto God
for His unspeakable
gift!" II Cor. 9:15

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route L, Box 46
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
Telephone No. 463-35T1
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SO YOU ARE SATISFIED!!1

So you are satisfied! Well, what of it? The rich
man was satisfied, but God called him a fool and took
away his soul. (Luke 12:20) The whole church in
Laodicea was satisfied, but Jesus said they did not
know that they were actually wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked. That's how wrong a sat-
isfied person can be. (Rev. 3:17-18).°

The Pharisee that went into the temple to pray was
satisfied with himself and even glad he was not the
publican., But Jesus said that the sin-conscious pub
lican.was juctified retber than the self-righteous
Pharisee. (Luke 18:9-14)., The dozen disciples in
Ephesus were evidently satisfied with their religion
end yet they had not received the Holy Spirit, not
nsd so much es heard that He was given. (Acts 19:1-5).
And the wise man wwined, "There is a wey that seemeth
right unte nan, but the ends thereof are tue ways of d
dzatu," (Prov, 1b-12)

- e & » [ ] L3 {3 L L ] oo -«
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EVEN 80, COME, LORD JESUS
(But meke it during christmas or lent--at least on
Sunday morning)

In our religious world in general it seems that
everyone "gets religious" twice a year; at christmas
and lent. I am caused to wonder if the people think
that Christ will return during christmas or lent, I
do not believe that we are to celebrate a "special
day for Christ's birthday any more than we are to
set aside a speciel season for his death, burial
and resurrection. The season of Christmas is sup-
posedly a time of gift giving and peace on earth and
goodwill to all men., But while we are giving gifts
to those we think will give us one in return there
are millions of people who are literally starving
to death. While we spend our millions on christmas
trees, decorations for our streets, etc, we are
letting people die because they have no food to eat
or clothes to wear.

Oh yes, we are a Christian nation, according to
us, but do our acts of kindness show it? We are a
nation where the average flamily will spend $15 to
$25 on a football game and $2 for the Lord's work.
We will sit for hours durihg a ballgame, but not
for the same length of time in worship to God. Turn
on your T.V, set and see Qhe 30-100 thousand people
going mad over an egg shaped pigskin being kicked,

‘carried and batted around:by 22 grown men., There
is something wrong with us as g nationl! During my
lifetime, which hasn't been too long, I can sece a
definite trend toward sports and a decline in the
interest concerning rellgion. By this I don't mean.
Just "out' religion. but religion in general. Is
there any hope for us? Ii ivery seriously doubt it.
In all honesty, I do not see a great reformetion
without some calamity or catastrophe. If, as many
believe, history repeats itself, we are in for a
great crash. Paul wrote in Gal 4:10-11, You pay
special ettention to certein days, months, seasons,
and years, I am afraid for ycul! Can it be that all
my work for you has been for ncthing (T. E. V.)
(continued),

Paul condemned the people for this religious(?) ob-
servance of speciel days. We may as well honestly
face the situation. Christmas and Eester are man made
traditions. I am concerned when I see Christians
acting just like the rest of the world during these
"special" days. Of course we try to evade the issue
by saying we don't celebrate Christmas as Christ's
birthday, but I wonder if our neighbors know this

as they see us with our christmas trees, gift giving,
etc.

I read just the other day that interest in religion
is declining. May God help us if it declines any more.

I see the slogan"Let's put Christ back in Chris$-
mas". I say rather "Let's leave Jesus out of Christ-
mas, God didn't put Eim there, so why should we,

Ve as members of the precious body of Christ call

for conforming to the"Bible only! while at the same
time we run hand in hand with those we are critizing
to get first pick of & christmas tree and to beat the
christmas rush., Sounds a little like those in Romans
2:1. We constantly talk about not ceausing people to
stumble, but at the same time our children many times
cal segno difference in our activities and those of
the s6 called protestant and catholic people.

Just the name Christ-mass or christmas tells you
that it is not even a Bible topic, The word "mass"
is popish in orgin--not Biblicall

Therefore we need to seek God's word for guidance.
If it can't be authorized by the Bible we better
leave it alone. The inspired writer said, "Don't
follow a multitude to do evil’

E- En‘ G-
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LOST and FQUND

LOST--A golden opportunity to save a soul from death,
Carelessly misplaced due to pressing engagement with
the world. Should you fin d such opportunity, make
full use of it immsdiately.

(continued on page four)




NEWS AND NOTES
LA GRANGE CHURCH OF CHRIST
We are all very sorry to say good-bye to Brother

and Sister Carson. We hope they have a very pleasant EXHORTER
stay in Dayton, Ohio. Please come back and visit us
whenever possible, Gary and Rosemary, also Dawn. o e e erep (o ) o ol ety fouu T (NS SO e e S 1 e e A
December 25, 1966
Word has been received from Phena Pfoff and Bermice o enn o skt el et e iNuth e e ey o SN R el Rie) (ol
Fisher of their safe arrivel in Florida. There Schedule of Regular Services
address is 27 S. Akron St. Lake Worth, Florida
33460. o Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Worship Services 10:30 A. M,
Sister Kanzie Conleykare now at home in Garrett, Evening Worship T7:30 P, M.
Kentucky. A note was received from them to aay Thursdsy Evening Bible Study T7:30 P. M,
hello to everyone. There address is : Garrett,
Kentucky  41630. Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road Christians should

FOLLOWING WHAT 2?17 Route 4, Box 46 contribute weekly,
Do not blindly follow another. We read in Matt. LaGrange, Indiana 46761 ---not weakly, as
15:14 "Let them alone; they be blind leaders Telephone No. 463-3571 many do.
of the blind. Andiftheblindleadtheblind, o o Ta exiwsitmeriiati oo meridert il s Toi ] oMlEeSAs L se=tes celE S o) Tor 184 (s miw
both shall fall into the ditch." Jesus is our
example. Paul says, "Be ye followers of me, even WHO LIKES TO COMPLAIN??7?

gs I also am of Christ". (I Corinthians 11:1)
How many of us can actually say we are content
and never complain?

RO N B R XK R As we look around us, syrely we cen see how
forgettable we are of our blessings. Sometimes

B R T el e R e L Bt 1 TR A O e OB we are so discontent that we complain regardless
. Earl Gieseke C . of the circumstances.
. 405 South Townline Road 2
. LaGrange, Indiana Example: If it rains we wish it were dry, and
: : if it's dry, we wish it would rein,

| . c As Christians we should practice each day try-
A o ing the position described by Paul:
& 2 "I have learned, in whatever state I am, there-
g . with to be content." Phil., k:11.
L ] L ] L L] L] * * L] L] L] L] L] L] . L L[] L] L] . . . [ ] L] [ ] L] L ] L] L4 --Lillian White
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GIVING

Today is the day thet much of the world regards

23 the birthdsy of Christ. No man knows when

this event occurred, for the scriptures do not

tell us. Nevertheless, it does evoke an unprec=-
edented spirit of giving which can hardly be
duplicated by anything else. To some, at least,

who this season are inspired by the example of

a giving Savior, and not by the glitter of
commercialism, good motives and well directed acts
of giving cen bring about a lot of good for others

as well as ourselves, There are a world of deserve
ing recipients for a benevolent spirit that no one
should withhold because the world is giving at this
season too. True, many people are giving just to

get something in return. Or many are giving Just

to be seen of men or to receive their praise. .
However, we will not be Jjudged by another man's
motives but we will be judged individually. You -
might give a gift which in all outward respects looks
1ike what the world is doing tut the Lord knows your
motives and will reward accordingly. There are those
who are hungry who need to be fed; widows and orphans
who depend on our giving; little children who appre-
ciate being thought ebout; loved ones who need to be
encouraged; to whom appreciation outside the ordinary
should be shown, a multiplicity of acts of kindness,
ever wanting and needful to show we care. Even a
small gift given from the heart is priceless, It

tas squared many a large debt, saved many marriages
and brought families closer together, encouraged

the sick and none the less important, provides

doors of opportunity for spiritual teaching. There
are many ways to support the message of Jesus Christ,
gs the Savior of all men. On and on and on goes the
.ist of worthy works in this love starved world.

The tragedy of it all however is that the epirit of
giving is confined to a few deys and does not con-
tinue throughout the year. To the person in whom
is aroused the spirit of giving this (cont.)

season, only to drift back into self-interests
after the season is over surely senses no person=
al benefit. But to a benevolent spirit who is
willing to give at all times,he should not be
ashamed or meke apology for doing it at this time
of the year, which might be an incentive milestone
for continued good works. Surely such a man is

a happy one. The Lord said, "It is more blessed
to give than to receive," and he made no excep-
tions as to days.

To say that a religious observance of this special
appoint 4 day is binding on us as Christians
would be no more right than the Jews desire to
bind special days as a part of the Christian law.
Gal: 4:10,11. This is not to say however, that
personal observances were not practiced. (Such
as Paul's acts of purification with others, long
after he had received the christian law, Acts 21:
26. Such a freedom is allowed according to Rom,
14: 5, 6. He did not however bind this as a part
of God's law). Neither can or should we teach
special observance of this season as a part of
God's law. The thing that is important however,
and is so lacking in even God's peoplg is a 365
day a year dedication to being e Christian., The
benefits derived from being a benevolent Christian
cennot be taken away in this world or the world
to come,

D. H.
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GIVE ME A LIGHT

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the
year: "Give me a light, that I may tread safely
into the unknown!"™ And he replied: "Go out into
the darkness and put your hand into the hand of
God, That shall be to you better than light and
safer then the known way."

w=Selected--






