NEAS AND NOTES : = oL

Agalin we'd like to list the gospel neetings that some
migkt be able to attend: - -

Donmoyer Ave,, South Bend has one starting today
an® continuing through this Thursday. Brother
Fugene Pigg will do the preaching, 7¢30 ea, Eve,

Soldwater church, meeting at the cormer of Grande
and Clark also has a meeting starting today and
eontinuing through this Friday evening. Brother
Tune from Dearborn, Mich. will be the speaker at
#7:30 (EDT) each evening.

Battle Creek ( 20th, St.) will be having a meeting
later on this month which we'll give in later
bulletins,

The ladies of the congregation are invited to anoth-
er tray favor mecting on Wednesday afterncon at 1:30,
at sister Fllen Hostetler!s house,

Tho nae Presifent of Cawnp Indogan is George Welker of
Mancie, Indicna, who was chosen yesterday at the annu-
al meeting of the camp, He has worked with camp for
many years and is worthy of our support, We trust that
the camp will continue to be a great influence for
good to the young people which it serves,

REMEMBFR - Singing at Mark's this evening at 6:30,

Earl Giescke \
Rout: #4 Box L6
lagrange, Indiona 46701

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

October 6, 1968

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 0:30 A. M.
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Services T:30 P, M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M,

Eerl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box L6 '
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
T .elphone No. 463-35T1

GHRESTIA&ITY
Christianity is not a voice in the wllderness, but
a 1life in the world, It 1s not =n idea in the alr
but feet on the ground, going God's way. It 1s not
an exotic to be kept under glass, but a harcy plant
to bear twelve months of fruits in all kinds of
weather, Fidelity to duty is it's root and branch,
Nothing we can say to the Lord, no calling him by
great or dear names, can take the place of the
plain doing of His will, Ne may cry out about the
beauty of eating bread with Him in His kingdom,
but 1t is wasted breath and a rootlcss hope, e
less we plow and plant in His kingdom herc and now,
To remember him at His table and %o forget him at
ours, 1s to have invested in bad securities. There
is no substitute for plain, every-day goodness.




"{HE GREEDINESS OF HELL"

Perhaps never before in the history of our
nation have the forces of evil bezn more active.
The condition in America today reminds me of the
passage in Isaish which reads: "Therefore hell
hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without
measure: and their glory, and their multitude,
end their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall de-
cend into it." (Isa. 5:1k)

Surely hell has enlarged herself in America
today. The servants of Satan are busily engaged
in winning souls to hell end the devil's team,
There are many agencies of helloperating today
under false pretenses. There are many who claim
to be rendering a service to mankind who are in
reality using this position as a blind to ensnare
the unwary. Hunters use & blind to kill the un=-
suspecting duck. The more expert the hunter is at
making his blind look like something else rather
then a blind the more successful he is as a hunter.

ALccording to Isaian hell has opened her mouth
without measure., There is no limit to the size.lt
is, therefore, somethimes difficult to see where
safety ends and hell begins. There were those in
Isaiah's time who were calling good evil and evil
good; bitter swect ‘and sweet bitter. Some were
pulling sin after them as a cartrope. They were
wise in their own eyes and were willing to justify
the wicked.

Like the hunter in his blind there ere people
who encourage activities that are as dangerous as
the hunter in the blind is to the unsuspecting duck.
In the last school paper that came out at the
school where I teach almost a page was devoted to
deploring the fact that there was no dancing in the
school. According to my understanding dancing is
a sin. I do not believe that you can take sin and
provide chaperons and make it anything besides sin.
Teachers have told me, "I don't think (believe)
dancing is wrong. I like to dance.” Maybe that's
why they don't think it is wrong! Those who drink,
szoke, commit adultry or fornication could Justify

it on the ssre basis. Are e *o use “his -9
standard to determine if something is rigial <o
wrong?

Many try to Justify the dence, drinking, nini-
skirts (or wide belts—-I'm not sure sometimes)
and reny other things on the grounds that they .
are essential to being accepted socially. I anm
beginning to gradually realize how unacceptable
I am--socially speaking. I guess I am conceited
in thinking that I had gotten along for 37 years
without dancing, smoking or drinking socially.

I am indeed & complete failure judging from these

standards.

e As I am writing this the week of the Corn
Ehool"” (?) is only a couple of days awey.

LaGrenge again will close the streets to legal

traffic and open it to illegal gambling. (I am

basing this remerk on the previous four years).

Now the city "fethers" cell this & "school".

I call it SIN. !

I realize that calling sin by its rightful .
name is not popular. I realize too that I am
not living sbove sim; but I do not believe that
Christians can stand idly by and see our children,
our older folk and our friends being drawn into
the greedy mouth of hell without raising our
voice in protest.

I do not know how long I shall live: either du
due to deeth or to the coming of the Lord, but
I pray God will give me the strength and courage
to speak boldly egainst all sin. Recognizing the
fact that the stand is not popular, and often e
lonesome one; I will continue to point ou$ the
dangers of the "blinds" in this world. Will you
Join with me in trying to promote spirituality
in the home, school, town and nation? If »ot,
why not? Am I wrong in what I sey? If so, it
is your duty to set me straight. If I am rignt
and you will not join me in this effort then the
greedy mouth of hell is getting too close fcr
comfort.

E. E. G.



NERS AND NOTES LAGRANGE

Trere is a gospel meeting starting today at Garrett CHURCH OF CHRIST

with brother Paul Galyan of Indianapolis doing the ,
preaching, The meeting will continue through this EXHORTER
weex at 7:30 each evening,

A meeting is scheduled to start next Sunday at the October 13, 1968

Tlkhart church on Willowdale street, Particulars on

this meeting will be announced in next Sunday's Schedule of Regular Services
Yulletin,

n Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
The church was well represcnted at the Lagrange Worship Service 10:30 A, M.
County Hospital this week ( as patlents, I'm sorry Evening Worship Services T:00 P, M,
10 say). Emmitt Herr slipped and fell, landing on Thursday Evening Bible Study 7:30 P. M.

h1s head, This happened Thursday. He is still in

Lraction but feeling some better than when he first Eerl Gieseke, Minister
vent in, _ 405 South Townline Road |
Dick Hostetler had a planned tonsilectomy on Friday Haute B oo

norning, He was released yesterday and is doing well, LaGranse . Indiana L6761
Brian Hoggatt developed pneumonia in his right lung Teleph:né No. 463-3571
and has been under oxygen tent since he entered Fri-
day. By late last evening he was some better,

Fe pray for the speedy recovery for each of these,

The Bible contains two Testaments. The Old is
Law, the New is Love. The 0ld is Bud, the New
is the Bloom. In the 014, mean is reaching up for
God, in the New, God is reaching down for man,
In the 0ld, man is in the Valley but can see the
shining on the mountain tops. In the New, he is
on the mountain top basking in the sunlight of
God's infinite love,

A letter from Earl Garner this week indicates that

he is at the Romeo 0ld Folks Home at Romeo, Mich,

This is a Christian Home superintended by brother

and Sister Frsel Riggenbach whom most of us know,

We hope that brother Garner will adjust and will come
%o like his new home very much, It has been suggested *
that we all send brother Garner a card, as he cdoes . -
appreciate mail and especially from the lagrange == -:

--Selected
church, His address is: Romeo Church Home
Box 38
Romeo, Michigan 48065 * #* * *
Earl Gilesecke
Route #4 Box 46 Some people think that a thirty minute sermon
Lagrange, Indiana 46761 is entirely too long so they substitute a six-

hundred column Sunday Newspaper.




"PHESE OUTHT YE TO HAVE DONE"

There is a statement of Christ recorded in Matt.
23:23 made to the Scribes and Pharisees, which
should put important things in the proper place.

He told the Jewish leaders that the weightier

(or more important matters) of the lawpere that
which they were neglecting, judgment, mercy

and faith. In the adult class on Sunday morning
we have studied how the Pharisees were - so
obsessed with the letter of the law, they showed
little if any godly Jjudgment and mercy towsrd those
who might even be found in basic need. It is God's
will that our hearts look out to the welfare of
others and not to be content to stop before we

get to others.

Perhaps we-are not so guilty as the Pharisees in
pressing every "Jot" and Ytittle'), of the law to
the exclusion of the weightier matters of the law,
but ' whenever I consider these above references, I
cannot help but see a frightening condition in the
practice of the Lord's people in general in con=-
cerning themselves with the trivia of physical
conveniences to the neglect of the wveightier work
of saving souls. The padded pews, the carpeted
isles, the black-topped parking areas, air-con-
ditioned comfort year round, gracefully proportion=-
ed interior and exterior fineries, all threat to
be en end in themselves. It seems that congre-
gations "shoot" for these things and when they
get them they have "arrived". To stop short of
our real work here is comparsble to a new christ-
ian feeling that his baptism is enough and forgets
thet he is saved to save, and does no real work for
the Lord., It just might be that the Lord would
assess their condition differently. He might say
"know ye not ‘+hat ye are wretched, and misersble,
and poor, and blind and naked", as he did to the
church at Laodicea when they said we are "rich and
increased with goods, and have need of nothing".
Rev. 3:17

It is so nice to have and easy to procure thece
improvements these days that whenever something
is felt to be needed there is little reason not -
to have it. There is also the upkeep which in-
volves much of our time and attention, Jjust keep-
ing house for the Lord. If the church building
pneeds a new roof, we put it on, if the riding
tractor needs repairing, we have it done. If the
water sheds under the preacher's house, we come
out in’'full strength to correct the situation,
These things seemingly rust be done, but the
point is that if we want to be the Lord's Church
in LaGrenge, the teaching of souls must be done
also. It may well be that all of these things °
have merit, for I'm sure that the Lord's people
must have a base for their operations, but their
justification can only be assessed in terms of .
our own faithfulness and attempt to reach other
people. The great tregedy would be if we banked
on these things alone to do the Job without
direct effort on our part. The reaching and teach-
ing of the lost is the primary work of the church,
These other things pretaining to the physical,
need to be done, but how much more is needed, the
dedication of a soul winning program with all its
good works. If we may borrow the statement: of the
Lord and mske application, "these ought ye to have
done, and not leave the others undone". In our
desire and effort to have and maintain a nice
church facility, we must not fail to desire and
work toward spreading the gospel of Christ which
is God's only power to save.

D. H.

I AM MONEY

Dug from the mountain side, and washed in the glen.
Servant am I, or the Master of men.

Steal me, I curse you; earn me, I bless you.

Grasp me and horde me, g fiend shall possess you.
Lie for me; die for me; covet me; take mej

Angel or devil, I am whet you meke me, =521,

_____--llllllllllllllll




ebout the teachers, inviting people to come to church
services with you, and participate fervently in the
worship--and then welk off and leave without explan-
ation. Make no mistekes zbout it, that will hurtl
Trouble is, we preaict that thirty days of
such activity will make you fall in love with
the congregation, and there will be nc way to drive
you away from their fellowship. We Dare You To
Try It! 3
--by A. E. Emmons
Via Park Ave. Church of
Christ

News and Notes 5 . =

We are happy to report that all who were reported in
the hospital last weck arc now hone and recuperating,
We hope that brothers Emnitt Herr and Dick Hostetler
will be able to attend scrvices today. Brian Hoggatt
is home but cannot go out for at leagt a week
and nust be kept rather quiet, (That's no casy job)

A gospel moeting begins in Flkhart(Willowdale Ave.)
on Mondasy the 21st and continues through Sunday the
27th,, at 7:30 each evening, Brother Ken Jarrett

will be the preacher, Let's attond if we can at all.

A halloween party is being planned by the young peop-
1e at So. Side P4, Wayme at Comp Indogan this coming
Friday and Saturday(stay overnlght Friday evening).
They invite all the youth of the surrounding congre-
pations to come.

The So, Side Ft. Wayne bulletin reports that brother
Howard Dilgard is in the hospital geriously il1l. He
has been one of the Blders of the So. Side congre=

gation for many years, Let us pray for his recovery.

Earl Gieseke
Route #4 Box 46
lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE

CHURCE OF CHRIST
EXHORTER

October 20, 1968

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Vorship Service - 10:30 A. M,
Evening Worship Services T:00 P, M,
Thursdey Evening Bible Study 7:30 P. M.

Farl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route !, Box 46
LaGrange, Indiana L6T6L
Telephone No. 463-35T1 |
|

WE DARE YOU TO TRY IT

Seeking counsel from Dr. Gecrge W. Crane, the
psychologist, & woman confided that she hated her
husband and intended to divorce him, "I want to
hurt him all I can", she said, "In that case,
sgid the doctor, I advise you to start showering
him with all the compliments you can. When you
heve become indispernsable to him--when he thinks
you love him devotedly--then stari the divorce
sction. That's the wayl/to really hurt him."

Some months later the wife returned to report
that she had followed the suggested course. "Good"
said Dr. Crane, "Now's the time to file for the
divorce," "Divorce!" exclaimed the woman indig-
nantly. "Never! I've fallen in love with him,"

When I read this, I thought: Here is the
remedy for every disgusted church member, If you
are angry with some members and have decided to
walk off and leave them holding the proverbial
bag--spend the next thirty days attending every
service, preparing every lesson, complimenting
every good thing you can find {cont. on back page}



A HARD COMMANDMENT?

The statement of cur Savior thet we rust love him
above any other person, be it father, mother, son
or daughter, is indeed asking a lot. Do we do so,
do we strive to do so or are we spiritually mature
enough to even understand why we should?

As I sit by the bed of my son in the hospital I
cannot help but notice the families who show their
interest and concern over loved ones who are con-
fined to beds of affliction. This is natural and
is as it should be. To not do this would show a
grave injustice to those with whom we arc exzotion-
ally tied. A 24 hour vigil for our little boy is
our desire. It just seems that all other things
become second to the primary work of getting them
well,

My love &nd concern for my son is barely 2 years
old, His, for me, is even less, I have a Savior
whose love for me dates back to thousands of years
ago. e was with his Father when the world and
all things were created. He had me in mind when
he planned his work of redemption, and worked his
plan in leaving the portals of heaven and consent
to an ignominious (degrading) death on the cross.
He died for me, a sinner, He gave all that he .
could to win my love.

My Savior's concern for me did not stop at the
eross. He made provisions for my welfare in this
life and in the life to come. His body, the church,
was im?:utcd for me as an ark of safety. All of
the saved are in the church and I am continually
encouraged by their presence, The Lord has pre-
served his word, through ages of time, to be a
constant reminder of his direction for me, I can
avail my self daily of his forgiveness of my sins
by walking in the light as he is in the light. I
can daily live in hope of inheriting those mansions
thet he has prepared for me., And I cap face death,

not as a departure but as an entrance to an
eternity of happiness. I see the handiwork of
my Lord in the Heavens ebove, on the Earth
below and his blessings continue to come.

In view of the Lord's love and concern for pro-
visions for me, how can I but love him? Earthly
ties are but a few years and cannot be compored
to the eternal tie that binds me to God., It is
no wonder that he asks of us a love that is
Zreatcer than anyone or anything on this earth.
And if we can decern such an unspeakable gift,
we cannot help but place him first in ouf heart.

When Christ was told that his mother and brothers
verc vaiting, desiring to speak to him, he asked,
"Wiois my mother? and who are my brethren? And
he stretched fcrth his hand toward his disciples,
and said, Behold, my mother and my brethren! For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father which

is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother." Matt, 12:48-50. I doubt theat his
mother was offended in this, for in her son's
very youth he was interested in his heavenly
Father's business and could only see all things
in reletion to him, Mary, the scripture says
"kept all these sayings in her heart." Luke 2:51.

We love our families deeply, and we want them to

love us. However, love for our meker comes first.

The greatest compliment that a son can give to

his mother would be to express a love, secoad only

to God. When they can do this, they have been

raised right.
: D. H.

AN OBSERVATION

It has been observed that an average church mem-

ber has heard 4,000 sermons, 8,000 ccngregational

prayers, 20,000 public songs, and saved 0 sinnersi
--Charles hLodge



repent, no further extentions of love and mercy.
God's provisions of mercy would have been exhausted.

The Holy Ghost is the final revealer of truth., We
can obey it and live, or we can rejectit, and be
lost. The choice is ours. k

D. H,

NEWS AND NOTES

Happy to see Sis. Pearl Bozell out for services last
Lorc's Day. Besides our reeulars,we frequently have
visitors, for which we're always happy. ( We have

hopes that the Warren Campbells will be visiting to-

day.)

Also home for the week-end are Ruth Wilson and Kathy
Hoggatt, students at Michigan Christian Junior Coll
ege. We look forward to having our former young peop-
le back with us occasionally,

Donmoyer Ave, congregation in So, Bend is having the
MCJC chorus present a chorus program at 2:30 (csT)
this afternoon, You would enjy the excellent present-
ation of this group if you can attenc.

We noticed a notice in the paper that Otho Penrose died,
(e an? his wife attended here a few times when they
digcontinued services at Greenfield Mills). The cause
was cancer, His wife is residing in the Butler Rest
Home at Butler, Indiana,

I'11 try to list in next week's bulletin the Herald of

Truth broadeasts that can be recelved in thig area,
gince the time change in some areas, the program will
be heard at a different time in this area,

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Inciana 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXEORTER

October 27, 1968

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M.
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Services 7:00 P, M,
Thursdsy Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M,

It is much better
to hold out & help-
ing hand than an
accusing finger.

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box U6
LaGrange, Indiana 46761
Telephone No., 463-35T1

HOW MANY WORKERS?

If someone should ask you how many merbers there
are in the congregation, it would not be difficult
for you to give the approximate number. But if
someone asks, "How many workers have you?" What
would you answer? Is there any church that has
the same number of workers &as members? Why?

The colored preacher had it right who said "One
church member plus good intentions, minus action,
figures zero with nothin' to carry, according to
my "rithmetic". DO YOU COUNT for something in
the work of the church, or are you just a cipher?

--via Garrett Bulletin

e |



GOD's LAST THSTAMENT

Last week the article related the concern of God for
man and the limit to which he had gone to provide for
cur welfare and eternal redemption. Little wonder
then why God considers sin against his Holy Word as
& terrible thing. I'd like to again consider this
ratter in a different light.

In times past, God dealt directly with His people
through the heads of families, telling them what he
wanted them to do, Sometimes he spoke to individ-
uals, scmetimes through dreams and other times
through prophets whom he sent. The Hebrew writer
says, "God who at sundry times and in divers manners
snake in times past unto the fathers by the prophets,
nath in these last times spoken unto us by His sonj;
vhom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
t1lso he made the werlds., Heb. 1:1, 2. Even though
?or a time God's messages had their effect in the °
lives of His people, by and lsrge, pecople were ree
bellious to his commands.

In due time and according to plan, he sent his only
begotten son into the world in the form of flesh,

to more fully convey to his people His word. John
pats it: "In the beginning was the Word, and the
Werd was with God, and the Word was God" - "And the
Word wes made flesh and dwelt among us (and we be-
ueld his glory, the glory as of the only begctten
nf the Father) full of grace and truth". Jn.l:1, 1k,
The message of the Word, Christ, as given by him,
was & more complete message of God for His people
end called them to repentance and to preparc their
lives for the kingdom of God, which Christ said
was at hand, Matt. 4:17. Again in the second try"
to relate the message to His people, some, a few,
received and believed it, but the majority rejected
it, John surmed up this fact in Jn. 1:11 when he
said, "Fe came unto his own and his own received
him .ot". We have studied how the Scribes and
Pharisees, who were the religious leaders of the
peanle, l2d the rebellion egainst  (Cont. )

Christ and counselled many times how they might
destroy him. They even enrclled the help of

their arch enemies, the Roman government, to do
this, Christ denounced their hardness of heart and
warned them to repent,

In spite of all the prophetic accounts and first
hand experiences of the Son of God among them,
they still rejected him. They.even went so far
as to speek evil against him and attribute his
miraculous power to the working of Satan. Christ
pointed to the time when one last attempt would
be made for their repentance and if they would
reject it, they would be lost. He promised the
coming of the Holy Ghost which would perfect the
testamony and guide into &all truth. "And he,
when he is come, will convict the world of sin,
and of rightousness and of judgment." Jn.16:8,
This woul@ be the third and last "try" by the
Godhead to redeem stubborn man and if they reject-
ed him there was to be no further agency or rev-
elation sent by God to do it. Christ put it this
way in Matt. 12:31,32, "Wherefore I say unto you,
411 manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven
unto men: but the blasphemy sgainst the Loly
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whoso-
ever spesketh & word against the Son of man, it
shall be forgiven him: but whosoever spesketh
against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven
him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come.”

God had tolersted or "winked at" the ignorance and
rebellion of His people in times past. Christ even
said that every sin spoken against him wculd be for:
given. But he drew the line on the rejection of the
Holy Ghost. God's last agency which would reveal ..
the complete revelation of truth was the Holy
Chost, If they so rejected the Holy Ghost when he
came, there would be nc forgiveness, for there would
be no more testamony and no more opportunity to
(Cont. on last page)



NENS AND NOTES

An announcement was recelved concerning an Open House
for Brother and Sister Ottlss Losher of Bristol, Indiama
for their 50th wedding amdivupsary., They invite all the
congregation here, It is to be held at the Four Arts
Building, 311 West High St., Elkhart, Indiana on Nov.
17th, from 2:00 «4:30 P, M,

Remember the singing at the Mark's Nursing Home this
evening at 6:00 P.M, Since the last time that we were
there, Mr. Snow (the patient who joked about"being the
only snow around here this time of year")was taken to
the hospital and died within the hour., We are sorry
that we will not see his smiling face anymore when we
go there, but we can bring some joy to those remaining
in the home while time is ours and theirs, We encourage
everyone to attend and support this good work.

We are sorry that the Herald of Truth Television pro-
grams that can be received in this area are at a time
when we are having our Bible study and Worship ser=-
vices, It comes on at 10:15 A. M, over channel 33 Ft.
Wayne and also at 10:30 A M, over channel 28 So. Bend.
Even though these are at the wrong time for us, we can
still mention them to our friends who might be able

to see them, Also the radio program comes over WMAQ at
9430 in the morning which is also a conflict with Bible
study., It can be heard over a Battle Creek station
earller but the station and the exact time will have to
be checked, As we learn about this and others, we'll
mention it,

Anyone who can manage to go to camp next Saturday and
help clear brush etc, for the new road entranceway,
please sce bro, Hoggatt.

Earl Giescke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST

EXHORTER

November 3, 1968

Schedule of reéular services

Sunday Morning Bible Stugdy 9:30 A, M,
Worship Service 10:30 A, M.
Evening Worship T:00 P, M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M.
Earl Gieseke, Ministe

45 So., Townline RoadT

Route L, Box 46 x WORSHIP
LaGrange, Indiana L6761  REGULARLY WITH
Telethone No. 463-3571 GLADNESS

CHRISTIANITY

thristienity is not a voice in the wilder-
ness , but a life in the world. It is not an
idea in the air but ?iet on the ground, going
God's way. It is not an exotic to be kept under
glass , tut a hardy plant to ear twelve months of
fruits in all kinds of weather., Fidelity to duty
is it'sroot and tranch. Nothing we can say to
the Lord, no calling Him ly great or dear names ,
can take the place of the plain doing of His wWll.
We may cry out alout the teauty of eating tread
with Him in His kingdom, it it is ‘asted breath
and a rootless hope, unless ‘e plow and plant in
His Kingdom here and now. To rememler Him at His
table and to forget Him at ours, is to have in-
vested in ™md securities. There is no sulstitue
for plain, everydagy goodness, -3el,



LENGTH OR QUALITY?

To borrow & well know line from advertising:
"I4 is not how long you make it, but how you make
it bng" Many times we hear of so-and-so who has °
beer. a member of the church for fifty years. To
some this is an automatic, pre-punched, pass to
enter the "pearly" gates. The longevity of the
Christian 1ife is certainly commendable, but toc,
the quality of the life is much more important.
All that some Christian's life has amounted to is
a service or two each week and telling a few
dencminationalists that they are going to hell
because they don't "believe" as "we" do.

This is not to imply that all "old-timers"
are this way. All of us are aware of many faith-~
ful saints who have had a long and fruitful life
in His service. But the podint I am trying to meke
js the same one the "cancer-stick" people are try-
ing to make in their commercials; it isn't how long
you meke it, but how you make it long.

Wit produces a quelity Christian? How good
does & Christian have to be? Does he or she have
to be as good as you or I? If everyone who becomes
a Ckristian is as zealous as you will the church
grow spiritually and physically. If every person
who is converted to Christ becomes as active in
winning souls to Christ as you are will there be
many souléﬁ%b Christg ‘I em fearful that there are
those who will die without meking any strong or
consistent effort to win any to Christ. If every
new convert is as faithful in their attendance as
you are will everone be present for every service?
I1f every new convert studies the Bible as diligent=-
ly &s you do will we become & Bible~reading church?
If the new convert gives as liberally as you do will
the church go up or down in its giving percentage
wise?

Vhat mekes a quality Christian? It seems to
rne that the primary thing that makes a guality
Christian is having someone to follow as a good

example, I do not believe that ducking a person
in a pool of water will automatically change

them into a zealous, liberal giving, scripture
quoting, church going, sinner converting Christiam
How I wish this were true! If it were true I ..
would get a portable pool and hire three or four
strong men and go up and down the country ducking
people. But it does not work that way. The road
to heaven is won only by struggle. Too many are
not inclined to struggle. Many ere willing to
drift with the current. The current today, as
always, is sweeping people towards hell. As has
been seid, "Any fish can float downstream, but it
takes a live one to swim upstream.” "Are you
floating or drifting? Will those who watch you
be led upwards to a life that will be Christ-cent-
ered or one that will be self-centered?

How good does a Christian have to be? "Except
your righteousness shall exceed . . . " God has
never accepted a second class religion from His
people, Consider the teachings of the 01d
Testament! Look how God dealt with those who
worshipped from the lips, but not from the heart.
He rejected the meaningless worship of sacrifice
of the wicked., God demands that we put His son !
first in our life. 1Is this easy? No, but this
does help to determine the quality of our
service. Remermber: IT'S NOT HOW LONG YOU MAKE IT,
BUT HOW YOU MAKE IT LONG.

E., E. G.

* * *® *

"True repentance is never too late; but
late repentance is seldom true. Many persons who
appear to repent are like sailors who thiow thelr
goods overboard in a stcrm, and wish for thenm - ..
egain in the calm.

' --Selected



NEWS AND NOTES o e = T LAGERAINGE

A lettor from brother Steve Cain of the now Glerwood — C B U_R &R =0 Bhfi=Euk | RN Seil
congregation announces that brother Robert Page will
prosent a talk on the Noew Zealand work this ncxt Wed- EXHORTER

nosday cvening at 7 ofelock at the church building
in Ft. Waync, They would like to have sonme from La-

grange to cone, Novemter 10, 1968

The ladies of the congregation here is to have anoth=-
er tray making session ‘this next Wednesday aftcrnoon Sciedule of Regular Services
at 1 Olclock,The mecting ploce will be decided today.

d M ing Bitle St C « M.
An arca wide singing is scheduled at the Chestnut St. Vsignmfgpl g?xlﬂlrriliesl i l‘ldy 1.0'3(3) ﬁ :I’h
congregation in Ft. Wayne this afternoon at 3 ofclock. Evening Worship 7;00 P: M.
This congregation is invitec. Thursday Evening Bi tle Study 7:30 P. M,
If anyone has an articles or announcements to be put . y P |
T tgz bulletin,yplease soe that Sister Fllen Hostetler Earl Gieseke, M:_Lnls ter . Giving thanks always
has them by Thursday evening at services, 405 Scuth Townline Road for all things unto
I;,Ogteh’ BOJ{ 36 4676 God end the Father
aGrange, .ndiana irn the reme of our
WHOSE NAMES ARE HERE? Telephone No. 463 3571

Try to £ind the hidden names of some Bible character
in the sentences below:

Lord Jesus Christ
Eps. ﬁ

1., Put Sam's on the table i
* ' : o WHEAT WILL MONEY BUY?
2, Jin and Anna both like candy. e 2 B
3, I hope Terry will find his way home y | P
O 1t 11 wy ed, tut not ood night's s leep.
4. Don't seratch or mar yournew furnlture. It 311 iy a{:ooks: it nZt aILriins:. -gh d

5, Is Jessica in the housc?

6, Harry rang = bell loudly.

7. They first met on a Mey evening,

8. Susan roamed through a mossy glen,
-Answvers next week,

It ¥ll wy food, tut not an appetbite.

It vill hy finery, Wt ndt leauty.

It will tuy nmedicine, Tt not healthe

Tt w1l lild & house, tut it cannot bay a home.
It will ly saxuserent, Tt not happiness.

It wll Wy preaching, Wt not the truth,

Tt +ll tuy a church tilding, it not salvation,

Earl Glescke
Route #4 4 Box 46

Lagrange, Indiana 46761 -Selected -~

I s glad wen they said unto me, Let us go into
the house of the Lcrd. B. 122:1




“STIR UP TEE GIFT"

One of the protlems that I face as a teacher in
our pultlic schools is the lack of motivation in the
students. I see an occasional spark of the hidden
abilities deep within the student. All teachers
glimpse this and wonder how we can fan this spark
to keep it alive, &nd yes, even see it turst into
2 fleame that will carry the student on to a success
wich he or she can attain and deserves.

I think that we can call motivation the desire
to succeed, Although I see this as a protlem in
school, I see it as a greater protlem (perhaps more
aptly expressed--a tragedy) in the church. We see
people who have used their talents in achieving a
degree of success in business, The same talent,
knovledge, energy and motivation applied in working
for the Master could render equally great success,
and what's more important, permanent success,

I wuld that Gocd would grant unto me the atility
(and not me only, tut all preachers of the gospel
as well as ellers and other dedicated Christians) to
inspire people to do greater things in the Lord's
service., It really seems untelievatle that a person
who know and telieves what the Bitle teaches would
te anything other then motivated to achieve the
greatest success possitle. As we read and heer of
the great and precious promises made in God's wrd
it is indeed strange that we are not stirred up to
do His will more diligently,

It thrills me teyond expression to see those
Wio are eager to do well in their Christian life.
Especially as I see those vho are newly united with
Christ as they seek to serve Him with their limited
knowledge I am motivated to keep on. This more
than offsets the heartaches and disappointments
that I have in seeing those wo have teen (aristians
for many years that make little if any effort to in-
terest others in tecoming a Christian, Many Christ -
ians are not motivated to make a sustained effort
o ought to e converting others.

Have you made an effort this wek(suctessful
or not) to interest anyone in Christ? How far teck
does time go since you last tried to convert some-
one to Christ? The great hinderance in the church
is not the lack of people, but .the lack of teachers.
Will you e a teacher? Will you make a dedicated
effort to teach someone you khow atout Christt
Does Christ mean something special to you? Does
He rean as much to you as your farm, hsiness, or
other possessions of this world? Would you drive
to wrship in weather as td as weather you drive
to wrk in? Will you miss service due to illness
that wuld not prevent you from going to wrk or
some important social event?

What does it take to stir up the gift of
God in us? The hope of heaven? The fear of hell?
Or have w lecome so complacent that nothing Wll
motivate us to really glve ourself to Him? Wa
must not allow ourselves to tecome satisfied just
to "taptize our ow" and let the rest of the
vorld go y. We need faith that will wmotivete us
to launch out into the deep. Complacency and self -
satisfection is a grave and real danger. Jesus
vws made sick 1y those o were luke-warm, Is it
possile that the church is Yecomming lezy, fat
and luke -warm? Hes keeping our friendship vith
the wrld tecome more important than serving
Ghrist? Surely no one in thefr right mind iants
to come tefore the Judgment Wy of God vithout a
cons is tent and dedicated effort to convert others
to the "Way". Let each of us attempt to stir .
up the gift of God that is in ws. "lNowunto Him
that is alle to do exceeding atundantly alove all
that we ask or think, according to the power that
wrketh in us, «+ « "

Ee E¢ Go
» # » ) # #

"True repentance is never too late; Wt late
repentance is seldom true, Many persons who appea:
to repent are like sailors who throw their goods
overtoard in a storm, and wish for them again in-
the calm, ~-Selected




Cont, giom gronl pago--
And youn vision, ales, as you Lcok in the glass,
Meets an aimage that's f£ess than a man,

You cannol do wnong and {orget it.
In the gudgment you've nevern a puld;
Forn ithe wages of s4n, when once you begin,
Must ve Ledgered, and seitied 4in full.,
--Schuyfen C, Atiman

Heppy to have the Asherefta here from Portland to-
day. There was sons chain saw work to do at ecamp
yestorday, and we appreciate brother Asheraftts
willinengss to help, ¥ant to invite then back any-
tine they can cone,

Sister Pullay has, bog 5,gR18 dd.yoct and saic that

Ve undorstun’ that Sister Bogel was in the hospitzal,
but for tcsts only.

ANSWIRS TO LAST WIEKS BIBLF QUIZ
gi 288
. Paoter
o 2Ty
5, Cain
6, Ahcl
T TVE
&, Amcs
EZ;E Gicsclo
Routc 74, Box 46
Legrange, Indicno 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURGH|.OF CHRIST
EXHORTER

Novarben 17, 1968

Schedwfe of Tegular Servdces

Sunday Moanirg ZdibLe Siudy 9:3 ,
Worahip Services ‘ 10:30 A, M,
Evening Wonship 7:0
Thursday Evening Gibie Study 7:3

Earnt Gicscke, Mindlsten
405 South Townline Road LORD, WHAT WILL:
Routr. 4, Box 46 THOU HAVE ME TO:
LaGrarge, Indiana 46761 D07
Tefiphene No, 463-3571 Acts  22:16

THE PURCHASE PRICE
How much did you phy gon yourn money?
And what was the price of your wealth?
A8 you gathenred ihe duwss, did your soul suffer Loss:
Have you squandeied your honca on health?
1§ gou've Zrod on the nights of another,
I{ of.biaght on your soul there's a Zouch,
1§ yourn brother took wriong as you hwuiied along,
Then your monky has cost you too much,

Lad! What was the price of your pleasure?
What goods have you bartened fon fun?
What sadness and woe did vour conduct bestow
Ene the night of youn revel was done?
1§ your joy has brought pain to another,
1§ yourn fun cost a heantache on teax,
If you've tost self-control, if Lt stunted your soul,
Then youn pfeasure has cost you too deat.

Wnat thade did you make §on high honons?
How high have you bid for appulause?

Did the bargain bring shame o anothen's fain name?
Be fain in your andiver Gecaunse

Yourn menowm, fniend, nas cost you too dearly,
if nslaliments are paid on This plan;

‘.ﬂ’-.' - -t




GIVING ALL DTLIGENCE, ADD TO YOUR FAITH

The will of God as nevealed in the New Testament
43 the "meat" by which we are to grow, as Chrnistians.
It gives us the siiensth, the "protedn” to sustain
and nowtish oun spinitual appetites. Just taking
An the meat however 4is not enough. We must exercise
ounselves into action, to expend the enengy that it
gives, for it to be of any value, To avail ourselves
of the meat and faill Zo use up the power that it
gdves, 48 often done, but not to any benefit, His
will 48 fon us to show forth good works, a nesult of
digesting and exerncising his will in our Lives.

Much of our obedience unto God has to do with
Zhe unseen, the innen man. Faith 4is a necessity .
(Heb, 11:6) and a pentitent submissdion of the heant
(Acts 17:30) 48 a pre-requisite, befone we can even
come aceeptably to God. But at this point howevern
the Lond requines oun {mwanrd feeling to be put into
outward action. And this beginning of outward pea-
fonmance goes bayend oun steps of primary obedience
and Ainto yeans of useful exercise and service Lo
Him & to His gilony. It i3 unto this end that He
called us. (Eph. 2:10) To stop on the threshodd of
obedience to the gospel (faith, repentunce, con-.
fessdon and baptism) without further obedience of
spinitual ghowth and wornd of rdghteousness 48 no
betten than not having obeyed in the it place,

The goal of our teaching should not be fust
the primany steps of obeddience, but converting people
1o a continued cbedience, From the moment we con-
fess with oun mouth that Jesus 4s the Christ, that
moment we begin an eutward profession that musit be
sustained untit death, if one 48 to have any hope
0f an etewal reward., 1t must be taught and under-
stood this way. :

The apostle Peten assigns the task of spirnit-
ual growth to the newborn Christian, In 2 Pet,
1:5~7 he writes, "and besdide this, giving atl dile-
gence, add to youn faith vintue; and Lo virtue know-
Ledge; and to knowledge tzvperance; and to ZLempen-
ance patience; and to paiiznce godliness; and Zo
godiiness brotherly kinduess; and to brotherly

"ELOQUENT HEARING"

We demand eloquence 4in a speaken, We expeet Lhe
preachen to speak well, to prepare and mastern every
Lopic at all tones. Two things are Mpauabﬁ%
efpective Leaching--eloquent preaching and eloquent
hearning., 1% 4s jusi as imoontant to hear as tospeak.
When one does noi give aitention to what s spoken
he places himself 4in the unprepared, Many Limes we
gind fault with the speakern and with that which he ypec’
But 4§ we would examine morne closely it fust might be
our earns, our attilude, our unconcern, ourn Lindifference,
our Lack of respect forn God's wornd., Jesus said, "Take
heed how ye hean". Jesus often closed his semmons with
ihis statement, "He that hath eans to hear Let him hear,
Pernhaps penple in generat have not Listened Lo the
Masten 4n heaning His words., Why do pecple go through
Life believing that they are saved when Jesus said,

"He ihat believeth and is baptized shall be saved Moik
1€:167 These who think they ane saved without baptism
jusd do not believe the Lond's wonds in the above men-
tioned verse., Why did Jesus instruet Petern on the doy
of Pentecost fo Lell the people to nepent and be bap~
tized for the nemission of their s4ins? Acts 2:38,

I§ one witd but nead Acts 2:41 he will gind that
they that gladfy neceived his wondswene baptized the
sane day, Who nad the keys o The kingdom? Who gave
him the keys? What ane keys fon? nead Matt.16:18-19,
Peten bound baptism Acts 2:38, ‘He that hath earns to
hean Lel him hear. --Selecked--

- - - - = - - - - - - & =

kindness charity" Notice he says we must go beycnd
faith and grow beyond §aith. We are Zo add these -
characterists of God into owr €ives with diligence or
with difiberate efgornt. Growth comes IThiough exercise
And 4t must be understood by a would be diociple of
Christ that to stant the Chiuistian Life 48 a Aericus
matiern and that he 48 obligating himself to a contin-
uous course o4 work which L& neither casy orn natuwrak,
1£ is persenvened only threugh effont, Lime and ex-

(]

gﬂ_r e. 1L 48 comrled Zhiougn yearns of good as wekl .as
ad, Facthlul, secceated, -:_'io;,tutucr scnvice that A4
negastened by Ged and rewarded at that oreat day *vhen
we ateud bofou, - i

"




a- aomn e SUNDAY'S PRAYER

Our Father and our God, when we corne to worship Thee,
nay we acknowledge Thy presence in hunillity and yet in
cagerness, Continue to work throush us Thy great purs.
poses and bestow upon us the treasures of Thy Truth,
Makoe us to wnderstand that our love and faith are test~
ed by what we are willing to suffer an® sacrifice,

In our failures 3o chasten and forgive us: If impulsive
restrain us with Thy blesscd celn, Help us day by day
in thc solutions of our problems-cven in our fears,

May we learn that the highest object of rightcousness
is man, fallen man, and its greatest servigc love,

We pray in the nane of Christ our Lord, Amen,

BIBLE QUIZ

M Who stole and carried a citv gage away?

2, What Israelite leader preceded Joshua?

3, What king stole a vineyard and showed no pity?

L, What prophctess predicted the fall of a city?

5, What angel to Mary, the virgin, was sent?

6, Who to the land of her nother=in-law went?
=~Answers next weck-

Earl Giescke
Route #4, Box 46
Lasrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
EXHORTER

Novembern 24, 1968

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Moaning Bibke Study . 9:30 A. M.
fornship Setvice 10:30 A, M,
Evening Wonship Services 7:00 P, M,
Thunsday Evening Bible Study 7:30 P. M,

Eanl Gdeseke, Mindsten
405 South Townfine Road
Route 4, Box 46 |
LaGrange, Indicna 46761
Telephone No, 463-3571

THE BUILDER AND THE WRECKER

1 watched them tearing a budilding down,
A gang of men in a busy Lfown:
With a ho-heave-ho and a tusty yeld
They swung a beam and the side wall fell.

1 asked the “foneman, "Ane Zese men skille,

And the men you'd hire 4§ you had to buifd?"
He gave me a Laugh and said, "No indeed!

Just common fLabor is alil 1 need.
1 can easily wreck 4in a day on iwo

What builderns have taken a year o do,"

(cont, on next pagel




I REAV YOUR LETTER

Today 1 got a Letten! 1t wasn't written with
Ank, and 4t wasn't wiitten on paper. You may -
Think this is a bit unusual, but nealfy it is not.
I neceive a Letter most every day, and sometimes
several--40 do you. You see, this Lettern was some-
one's tife. It might have been yours. By inspine
ation, Paul telis us that we are an epistie (Letten),
known and nead of ali men. 1I Coan. 3:2, lle are
a Letter wiitten with the Spinit of God, and on
fLeshly tables of the hearnt. You and 1 are "am-
bassadors for Christ" acconding to 11 Con, 5:20.
This means that wherever we go, people are neading
us, Wherever we go, people are nreceiving a message.
1§ you wene the Letter 1 nead, what message did
1 get? Was it carelessly wnitten? Was the message
"elean"? Please fell me the simple message of
Jesus. Let me sce His Love 4in your eyes. And if
perchance 1 should nead "between the Lines”, don't
have to be ashamed of what 1 might §ind. You have
the wonds that wilf change my £ife--forn better on
wonse.

To be an ambassadon for Christ carrnies great
honon, but also great nesponsibility. Biessed 44
he who shail be counted as a faithful ambassadon.
Blessed 48 he who canmries Chuisi's message fan
and wide--and next doon. But woe to him who 4s
Alothful, and who distonts the message of Chnist,

*

(Cont. from gront page)

And 1 thought to myself as 1 went my way,
. Which of these nofes have 1 trnied Zo play?
Am 1 -a builder who wors with cane,
Measuwring my Life by the nube and squane?
Am 1 shaping my deeds to a wedl-made plan,
e , 5
on ampﬁ wie é‘ﬁ%ﬁ"% Eﬁtxﬁecz%nodm,

Content with the Labor of tearing down? --Sel.

- neckless, btind to dangen.”

WALKING THE LEVDGE
Have you ever watched a child very §oolishlyiialk-

- 4ng a high Ledge seeing just how close he car come

20 the edge without falling while the chitd's
parents on teacher or guardian holds their bmath

- for the child? The thought immediately anise.:.

"How foolish! That's just Like a Md--mm,

Therne are many child Christians--immature babe, .
who delight 4in seeing how close they can come to
Ahe chasm of sin without falling in. o

There 44 a’game that juvenile delinquents have’
gormulated, 1t is cakled CHICKEN, Two cars nce
down the high way headed straight fon one anotlen.
The cne who swerves §inst 44 "Chicken." The puint
of the game is 2o see how close they can come,

The sane, matuwre driver sees how much room he ¢dn
Leave between huc.wt and the approching car. : e

The sane, mature Christian has fallen in fove gith
the Lond and he is not concerned with how clode
he can come to sin but how close he can get to°
God, The meture Chuistian {sn't constantly say-
ing, "Wekk, T don't see anything 80 wuong with
Zhis on that" on"Surely it didn't hurnt this one
Lame,"” o . 1\

The matune Christian is s0 detemined that he wants
o be night and wants to be saved that he's made
up his mind that nothing can stand in his way.

WHAT KIND OF A CHRISTIAN ARE YOU--Mature on im-
matune? Chaist sadd, "Ve cannot serve God and
mammon, " We may nest assured that theugh we claim
2o be on the noad to heaven yet we Long fon the
pteasurnes of sin, that ultimately Satan witg
uiumph and we will be Lost, our hopes wilf be -
dashied into the chasm of s4in. --Selected--




{cont., grom page 3) _

then a matten between the sinner and Chist. 1§
Chiss desines to save a man without obeying the
gosped tehms, that 44 his (Chnaist's) business ana
not that of the preachen,

People frequently ask, "Can not one be
etornaily saved without immensdion?" There 48 fust
one sure way £o f4ind out--die and try ii--but that
44 going e be awfuicy i{ate fon sone people.

LAGRANGE

CHURCH OF CHRIST
' EXHORTER

December 1, 1968

~-.-Selected --
s e i R T Schedute of Regular Services
{Cont. from groent page) ‘ Sunday Morning Bibile Situdy 9:30 A, M,
What wikd you do with Jesus?" Wonship Scrvice ' 10:30 AL My
The cadél comes Aow and cleanr, Evening Worship SQ)‘Q\MZCQ& 7:00 P. M,
The sodlcimm wordsure sounding Thunsdey Evending Bibie Situdy 7:30 P, M.
Now An your Listening ear, -: / =4 md
Immontat {ife’'s in the question, Eanl Giescke, Mindisten . A wise man will
And joy ihough Etewmity., 405 South Townidine Road neilthen speak nor
"Then, what wild you do with Jesus? ~ Route 4, Box 46 | do what anger would
What wiic yourn answer be? : LaGrange, Indiana 46761 provoke him to do.
-- Seected -~ Telephone No. 463-3571 -
: * * * B¢ * * ] |
TS IR, NP | 4N OLD STORY

"Tomonrow," he promised his conscience;
"Tomorrow |1 mean Xo beldieve;,

Tomorwow 1'4c Lhink as 1 ought Zo;
Tomornow my Savior recedve.

Tomorrow 1'LL conquer the habils
That hoid one §rom heaven away."

But ever his conscience repeated one woad,
ind onky one wond, "Teday."

There is to be an area wide singing at the So. Side
Church imr Ft, Wayne the 8th of Dec. at 3:00 o'clock,
We urge Lagrange to be well represented, .

Remerber the singins at Mark's this evening at 6:30.

Answers to last weck's Bible Quiz: :
1, Samson, Judges 16:3; 2, Moses, Num, 27:18-20;
3. Ahab, 1 Kings 21:4; 4. Hulda, 2 Kings 2@: 14=17;

5. Babriocl;  Lk,1:26,27; 6. Ruth, Ruth 1:16, Tomo o, | TOPUIpH, e

Thus day aftern day £t went on;
Tomorrow, Lomorrow, Lomoow--
Tl youth Like a vision was gonc, -

Earl Giescke

Route #4, Box 46 TilL age and his passions had weiiicn
The message of f§ate on his brow;
And fonth §rom the shadows came Death

L e | = "Now ! M
With the pitiless syclable,, Nowp .oy

lagrange, Indiana 46761




ONCE A VYEAR?

This past week, people §rom all over our Land
gave remembrance to bountiful bilessings which had
come from a Loving God, Whether they are deserving
of these blessings only God knows, but a once a
year demonstration of thanksgiving makes it Look
doubtful. One of the most habituakl sins 48 that of
daily ungratefuiness. To withhoid a year's thank-
fuiness and converge it upon one day, or none ai
afl in many ccses, 48 farn from practicirg "give us
this day, our daily bread". 1t musl grieve the
Lord when His creation fails to acknowledge a daily
dependance and thalsgiving. Even 80, he has prom-
ised a contdinuaiion of His blessings upon the just
and the unjust aiike, and with this asswrance, 4L 4is
40 easy Lo sdip into the practice of forgelfulness.

The habit of saying "Zhanks" does not come
natunally. Our chitaren must continuairy be ne-
minded Zo say Zthanks gforn the things they hecedve.
They usuckiy arne s0 "busy" they just don't Zhink
about it. Bui how appreciative we are when they do;
.-and do 4t without prompting. Thanksgiving Day,
whethen intended on not, 448 designed To prompil men
to say thanks, Evenyone 48 doing i%t, 80 no one
should fonget. But what about the other 364 days -
of the yean? A grateful chrnistian will be as intent
in his daily thanks as the "once a year' man 4& on
his speciar day. When man inies Lo appease God
through "hoiidays, speciatls, holies, ele." and use
them as a subsiitue for a daily £ife of rignleousness,
he's in trouble., God's basic demands for Hdis fol-
towerns cannot be ciheunvented., A christian can
consclentiously observe this duy Like zhe wontd 4§
he continues his observance of thanksgiving on every
othen day, uniike the wontd., Thene 48 no cramming
0§ goodness, no pigeonholing of obLigations into a
once a year nemembrance, and expect 1o recedve the
stamp of approval of God., Every gratefud soul must
know this. - Qur God must be served,

SALVATION=-~TERMS PLAINLY STATED

A man 48 employed To sell clothing, The goods
ane plainly manked, and, of course, belong to the
menchant, not to the clerk., A customen asks the
clerk for a cut in price, and the clerk grants it.

The cienk 44 Zhen catled in by the merchant,
who says, "You sokd a suit Lo a customer for a price
Lowen than the manked price?”

"yes," hepiles the cleak,

"Whose goods are these?" asks the merchant.

"Yourns," says the cierk,

"Wene they plainky manked?" Continues the
menchant, - !

"yu.” .

"Your part," says the merchant, "is to sell my
goods al my price. I I want Lo give some away,
that 48 my business, but you were not authorized to
do s0. You axe-no Longen needed An this -storne.”

Satvation belongs fo Christ, He punchased it
uith his own biood. The tenms arne plainly stated;
the preachen is just the "clerk in the store.”

The preachen offers the "goods" at the "marked
pruice", and 4§ the sdinnen will not accept, Lt is
lc.on«t. on next page)
» * * L

"Pride slays thanksgiving, but a humble mind 48
the 804l out of which thanks neturally grows. A
proud man 44 seldom a grateful man, for he never
thinks he gets as much as he desenves? H, W.Beechenr.
The Chrisiian has been s0 convicted of his &ins
that he sZands humbly in awe Zhat God would grant
him anything. From onty a contrite heari does
"Zhanks" come gfreely and naturally. Ourn duty 4
clean. The writen of Hebrews reminds (Heb, 13:15)
"By him therefore Let us offen the sacrifice of
praise 2o God continually, that 4s, the fruit of
aur £Aps gdiving thanks ‘to his name, '

: g ‘D. H.




NEWS AND NOTES LAGRANGE

The Ccx'e and Plerattts indicated that they would be CHURCH OF CHRIST

attending the secrvices at the South Side congregation
today end wvisiting with the Tracy's, They plan to be EXHORTER

at the singing in the alternoon.All of the congregate—
ions in thuis arca are jnvited to be present at 3 p.m.
This will be the third area wide singing and the plans Decemben &, 1968
are to have one cuch month at one of the congregations
within a fifty nile radius of Fort Vayne,

Schedule 04 hegular services
Rochester anmouncos a singing also this afternoon with

the Melody Boys (a quartet from Farmersburg) sharing Sunday Monning Bible Study 9:30 A, M.
part of the time with their presentation .of several tlonship Service ' 10:30 A. M.
nutbers. A gospel meeting begins next Lord's Day with Evening bionbhip 7:00 P, M,
Brother Dale Smith preaching., It continues through Thunsday Evening Bibile Siudy 7:30 P M.~
Tuesday evening at 7:30 each evening,
, : Eank Gieseke, Ministen |
The lacdies are scheduled to meet to make tray favors 405 South Tcwnline Road, - To ern 48 human;
this Wednesday at Sister Hoggatt's home. The time was Route #4 Bex -6 - Lo romain in eton
decided at 12:30, ' LaGrange, Indicna 46761 A8 stupdd.,
' meeting Telephone No, 463-3571

At the last business it was decided that each family - chy
that wanted to receive the POIFR FOR TODAY -could order

it individuaily, since the subscription runs out the The cld preacher siood up Zo preach, He read
ené of this month, that the chureh ordered last Jan- his text: "They brought to Jesus the &ick and !
uary. A single subscription is $1.50 but a club rate peopie that wene Laken Wit divers diseasess” .
of three or more is $3.75. If any family wants to ord= The preacher said, |“Now, the doctons can
er it, contact Brother Hoggatt who will send in all scrutinize you, wilyze (gou, and Zcmedings cure!
the names together for the cheaper rate, youn ks, but when you |gut divers disczies, 4h
Farl G.eecke only the Lord can cure you, And, bretinea, Lhere
Route #4, Box 46 is @ regutan cpidendc of eivers disazk2y among s !
Lagrange, Indiana 46761 "Some dive soh theldoor agier Lidble Schuok

48 over. Sowie @ive {ox the TV sef duning ihe
evening sewices.  Some dive 4nto a bog of exquses
about wonk ihat neads io be done for Jesus. Ofeis
dive fon the can and tame o rup over the 'weohi-ens’
jonsake the house of aisamibing and teaching as4ign-
ments. Then a few dive inzo ihe §ewvey of fuuki--
finding every time the chuich fakes on a woar
program, Yes, brethern, At takes Zhe Lord ong Love
0f the church to cure divens diseaszs. You 44 An

: -Sed
a bac way, brothren TRe




From the preacher's desk:

This bulletin 48 noit designed to be used for
the propagation of wy prejudice viewpodint ox hobbies.
12 48 intended Lo be an {nstrusient of twth b Exhont
ald 2o tove and to good works., 14 any who read
this builetin déteet any erron dn AT you will be
a thue friend Yo podint them out.

AL the nisk of being cakied a "Scrouge” 1 feel
compelled to express my feelings concerning the
/teagwuw hoiiday coming scon, 1 am even wiliing

2o offend a few-that 1 might save some. ..

1t 48 amazing that we are so0 "dogmatic” about
what the Bibfe teaches in some areas ar opposed Lo
what men teach and then twwn completely around and
nevenr naise an objection against othen things which
are just as unscuipturnal, Heanly afl New Tesiament
Christians will near up on their "hind-Legs" and
donecast an eternity An hell for those who teach
Lhings not authornized in the Bible until we come Lo
Chistmas. Then many join hands to tuke part in
pageantny unknown Lo New Testament Christians.

14 1 am against the religious observance of
Chrnisimas 1 should {no, must) have a reason, Peten
464d that we are o be "aeo.dy 2o give all men an
answer concernding the hope that 48 in uws." Pauk
said that we ane not to be "squeezed 4nto the moid
0§ the wornid." How do we become spotted by the
world? Simpiy by engaging 4An the activities of the
wornkd which ane noi intended for Chrnistians,

1 suppose by now you think 1 am un "antdi".
Well you are nigni! 1 am anti-84in 4in any goxm.

But someone will akways say, "But this is honmiess.
How can it be s4n?" Romans 14:23b--"Whatsoever 4s
not o4 falth 48 sin.” Many have been and wild con-
Linue to be decedved "by the dfeight of men, and
cunning chuftiness, whereby they Lie 4in wait fo
deceive.”

"Ye obsenve days, and months, and Limes, and
yeans," (Gal. 4:10}) Christmas hab come to uA grnom
o sounces, both of which are without scripturak
basis. The Roman Cathotic Church has given us the
name and parnt 05 the practices §rom the Catholic
mess. Christ pluss mass equads Christmass. The
othen sounce 48 Paganiam. It come from G pagan

festival, not a Chnistian festivil. The Christmas
tree came Zo us through the praciice of iree won-
ship. Chuistmas day 48 a combining of Roman Cath-

olic enwon with the evwon of the worship of Sol

the Sun god by the heathen.

But most important, then 4 1 absolutely no
Biblical authornity forn any Christian to cefebrate
Christmas as a redigious hoiid We stand and
ery (often with Zongue-in- chaaﬁ gorn all to speak
whene the Bible speaks, and to be silent whene
the Bible 48 silent; and %o practice only those
things for which we can find a "thus sayeth the
Lond" in oun servdice 2o God. Sometimes we are as
inconsdstent as muddy water, We a ne s0 good at

- applyding the scriptunes to everyone efse that

we never get around to the important mattern of
applying them 2o ounselves.

Anothen Lmpontant neason 1 am agaup.vt this
season 48 because £ies arne told to oun children
about. the "jolky OTd Man" who comes on Christmas
eve, Rev, 27:8-="all Lians will have thein pzvut
in the Lake wh ch bunns with §ine and brimstone”

M Millions ane spent 4oolishly that could be
spent to spread the gospek, to feed and clothe
the widows and the onrphans, and otherns who are 4in

- need. Let me {inish this u.nponuI,an anticle with
@ short "poem”.

1§ there's a season 1 5md mgAué sdick,
1t's Zhe Secson of Lying about "oke saint Nick”
They teil of his trhip to ald the world,
And fjlb% "goodies" he brings to the good boyand

The hymns are sung s0 merrnity,

But in fhe heart dwelfis hypocrisy.

Forn 44 an the £ife Christ 4s nean, t
He wikf be there each day of the year. -
Miglions forn Lights and ornaments arne spent,
And peniies <o widows and ‘orphans are sent.
Milidons on cards Lo send Lo oun {ricrd,
That wiik gau; us nothing in iz end,

The "spil"” 48 fleeting {hat many concedve,
It clways nuns hagh abou«t Chhistmas eve,
Chrnisimas day passes; Lae "spinit" depand,
1T found noi Ledsing within Zhe heants.- “E. 6




NFWIS AND NOTES

The congregation here extends our sympathy to the fame
ily of Bedford Wilson. Bedford was a brother to Earl
Wilson of this congregation., He had a car accident late
Thursday evening but was not found until the next morn-
ing. Here is another case of our acquaintance that did
not know he would never reach his home that night, As
brother Gieseke wrote in this bulietin, h, 3 year had
cone, Could next year be Qur year? Should we not live
as though it 1s? A healthy attitude toward it would be
to do all that we can for the Lord, for my time,at
best, is short,

We are happy that our college students are back with
us for a time and can atten® classes again. From their
new experiences we can expect mutual efification.

Missed some of our members at last Thursday evening =
gservices, There has been quite a lot of flu and colds
going arouwWhether this was the reason or not, we do
want you to know that we missed you,

Vie hear by way of the grapevine that the Cox's are
leaving for a trip out west within the next few days,
As ever, We hope they have a safe and happy trip.

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

o

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
| EXHORTER

December 15, 1968

Schedute of negudar services

Sunday Moaning Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Wonship Service 10:30 A. M,
Evening Worship = 7:00 P, M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study . 7:30 P, M,

Eanl GlesekeMinisten
405 South Townidine Road you pick the obLossoms,
Route «, Box 46 you must do without
LaGrange, Indiana 46761 the fruit,

Tekephone No. 463-3571

Have patience, 1

NEl/ WARDROBE

One of these days, 1 must go shopping. 1 am
completely out of self-nespect. 1 want Lo exchange
some self-nighteousnedd T picked up some whiere
fon some humility which they say is Less expensive
and weans betten.

I want tv £ook at some tolerance walich 48 being
used fon whops this season., Someone shcwzd me some
pretty samples of peace. We ate a £Clic low on

and can never have Loo mucn of AL,

And by the way, 1 must thy Lo maich some pa-
tience my neighbor wearsl 1t 48 becorimg 1o hen,
and 4% might Look wedd oh me., 1 migil even Thy on
that Littie qguwrent of Long sufferng they are
displaying. 1 never tiought T wanted £t but
feck myself coming Lo L€,

And T must not {onget 2o have my tense 0f humos
mended and Lo Look ancuns fon some “inixsonsive, -
everyday goodness, Ian't 4t surpndeing Now cucck-
Ly oned sicck of goodness 4s depleted? Ves, I musi
g0 Ahopping soon! - Sofedted




"IF WE HAD BUT ONE YEAR TO LIVE"

In Jeremiah 28:16 the prophet of God telés an-
othen provhet that he has Less than a year 2o Live,
. As T considen the vernse 1 am made to wonder how you
and T vouid neact 4§ an dmpossible tilng occurred
and we knew the Zine of our death. None of us have
any doubt concaning the certainty of ourn death. 1%
48 Zhe uncertainty of the time of death that hedps
ws {on causes us) Lo go on Living each day as if we
had a miiiion Le4t to Live. 1 nread that durning the
past hoiiday season mcre people died cn the highway

than 4in any othen comparcble time in histony. 1
dane say that noi one of them expected o die, and
gurthern that most of them were unprepared fo meet
God,

1 wonder how many of them would have entured

out on the busy nroads if they had known that they
weae going o .die this yearn? How differently each
of wus wowld Live Lf we knew that 1969 wouid hoid the
day of our deaih., We augh.t to be cognizanit of the
fact that it could well be oun Last yearn. It will
be fon thousands who ane now Living. There will
some 50,000 who wili die on the highway. Another 45
Lo 50, 000 wild die §rom Lung cancer. Thousands witl
die 6fwm miscedlaneous causes, but the fact 4s they
will be dead. Aften death comes judgment. Doesn't
each cf us, as did Feidx, tnembie at the thought of
oun standing befone God ot the judgment. Ana we
too, often push the thought of death and judgment
asdide and think, "When 1 have a Litthle extra time
I'ZL get neady gon death.”

Perhaps there 4& no topic that is unpoputar as
the subject of death. Like Paul we musi"speak fonth
0§ truth and soberness." The knowdedge of this 4m
portant time woukd urge each of us 2o mepa}ze fon
Life 4in anothen wortd. 1t was said of Abraham that
he "Zooked for a city which hath 5ounda,uom whose
builder and makern 48 God.” 1t has been said that,
"He who 4is not §it to die 48 not §it 2o Live."

That spinituct Life thal prepares one io die 48

just the kind of Life that Christians shoukd be
Living 4in this present wondd.

' 1 um glad that God 4in His wisdom has noit shown
us the day of oun death, 1t 4is for our own good
that this 48 thwe. But we must prepare now! God
does not have a "Pass now, work Later, plan”.

14 we had but one year to Live,

Consdiderable thought 2o it we'd give.

We'd considen our ways as much as could be,

To make sure our £ife from sin was free.

1§ you had but cne yean to Live,

Would £t change the way you give?

Weuld 4t cause yourn heart to fean,

1§ you were going Lo die. in cne yean?

Much Zime 4in secret with God you'd spend,

Su you'd be found faithful in the end.

How canefully we'd select the puth to irod,

To make sune 4t Leads upward to God,

Listen my friend--Who made thee wise?

© No man knows the day he dies.

Perhaps tomornow WOU, be the fast day

Betien make sune you'nre gound in "the Way.”
E. to Go

- * * ) * *

We ztoday, often depend Loo much upon our own
powen; our cwn kaowledge and /;m,ec(;w, owL oW
devices and wisdom. Success 4in Liviag the Chiuist-
Lan Life 48 sttadlned by trusting in tihz Lori Xo
the extent ihat whatever he says and comnands, &
do because of nis grace being sufficient forn us.

--Selected
»* * * * »* »*
% TOO CLOSE

A 1little boy who fell out of bed explained it by
saying, "I stayed too close to where I got in.?
Many Christians fall away and are lost because
they content themselves with first steps and «
don't seek to grow in the Christ life.(Selected)

=




YEWS AND NOTES

The Fred Cox's have left for an extended trip through
the west and south and then end up in Florida where
they will stay for the winter. We'll miss ‘them here,
but do hope that they will have a safe and enjoyable
stay whereever they are,

The Carl Pieratt's have left also for a trip to Miss-
curi, however they plan to be back approximately the

first of January. May the Lord guide these two fami-

lies safely.

Just learned also that the Gieseke's are planning to
go to Kentucky Monday morning and will return either
Friday or Saturday. Wish them a safe and hapr® trip.

The Hostetler's have invited the congregatién out to
their house on new year's eve for a get-to-gether.
Make your plans now to go.

The Gieseke's have invited the young people to their
house on new year's day to watch the Rose Bowl parade
on their color TV set, .

Glad to have all the soflkge students home again. The
Hoggatt's invite them as well as the high school stud-
ent!s over any night that it can be arranged,

As the o0ld year cdraws to a close, let us count our
blessings, list our shortcomings, and resolve to live
more dedicated lives in 1969,

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
EXHORTIR

-

DECEMBER 22, 196§

Scheduie of negularn services

Sunday Monning Bible Study 9:30 A, M{
Wonship Senvice 10:30 A, M,
Evening Wornship 7:00 P. M,
Thunsday Evening Bible Study 7:30 P. M,

1t 48 much bettur
to hold out a hulp-
ing hand than ax
accusding gingen,

Eank Gieseke, Mindsten
405 South Towniine Road
Route 4, Box 46
LaGrange, Indiana 56761
Telephone No. 463-3571

DIARY OF A BIBLE:

Hene is» what most Bibles would write if they could
wiite thein own siony 4in a diary: .

JANUARY: A busy time fon me. Most of the grmily
dectded Zo nead me all the way through. this yeunr.
They kept me busy fon the §irnst two weeks. They
have gorgoifen me now, '

FEBRUARY: Clean up tame., 1 was dusted yesierday
and put in my piace. My owner did use me for a
few minutes Last week, he had been 4n an argument
and was Looking up some references.

MARCH: 1 had a busy day the §inst of the month
my owner was appodnted Leaden of something and used
me. 1 goi Zo go to services Sunday fou the §insi
Time in this year.

APRIL: Grandpa visited us. He kRept me on his
Zap fon an houn, reading 1 €on. 13, He seems o
think mone of me than he did. 1-guess 4t's because

2 i hgung'ﬁew gheen siains on my pages. Had
some early spiing flowens pressed An re.

JUNE: T Zook Like a scrap book, Zhey have stuf-
fed me fuil of clippings from the newspaper, one
04 the gints got meuied, {cout. war2 3)




UESTIARIN P'S INTEGRIT P
QUESTIOKING GOV'S 1Ty £ (COREL from front page)

14 yoi-n@ubdyask atmost anyone if they quesiion _ Juty: They put me in a suil case Loday. . guess
God* s f‘.ngagmy;utheg woukd Aufgty amcf)ejc tﬁa% they W& BAT off fon a vaction. T wish 1 coutd sy at
'dl.’;g not. Bet £§iyou go from preacher Xo preacher ﬁom;%ha 1 will have Zo stay in this thing gor a
and wh eathoonesghat to do Lo be saved each might T LLts, .
give ¢ differentrgnsuen. - ,, ORI, JHL (LE Codiil e
Stppose that a preachen came here to hold a ¢+ SEPTEMBER: Back home again and inmy old plice.
meeting andwe £4ated the main thame of each senmon Have a ZoZ of company; wo movie magazines, one
as §oLLoNSEE | Freuro ‘ L thyeiStony and. fowrn funny books are on fop of me.
1. You saerzaved by faith ondy. “My, dowish 1 could be nead as much as dﬁzey g&e. ‘
2. VYeunaser aith ( which ‘o JrQgtoben: They used me a Litile Loday. Oneo
S 2l S o003 el pregeence gtheom 48 dick. Right now T am alf shined up ani am

Ancludes nepentan 84 wnd baptism, . 5
pentance, congessdon anc bapiism on the center of the table.l think the preacher 4

3. Mt srguckvation 44 predestinated by Ged :

and he canionothing Lo save handelf. o3 e +NOEEMBER: Back 4n my oid place. When they were
- £ooking wwund fon some old papers today, one of

the childnen asked if 1 was a serapbook?

4. Beldevergnd nepent and be saved.
csor DEEEMBER: They are getting neady fon the hotd~

5. The inpontant thing 4s to be satisfied.
6. Joor il church of your chodice.
- 7. by ot can add one Zo the chunrch, . day. 4eason 0 1'AL be covered under wrapping paper
and packages. g
T hope this is not the diary your Bible would

§. Baptistiis noi essential to saivation,
9. Baptism 48 for ihe remission 0f s4ins, :
.- white. The need fon knowledge 44 veay urgent. We

10, Youmaybe spuinkied, powred or dnmersed

fon baptiam, szuod G - mudi know what we believe. -=Sel.
11, Thiene & one baptism, that being a bwriak " boR/tOW At 10C 38 St allers Al 2ooca .

Ain watenr, " pexdbon of integnity. Would all these rcads Zate
12. Ondebhid@race always 4n grice. - you. Zo Ekkhant? 0f couwnse not, Then why 4in Lie
13, Tttepopbssdibie for a child ¢f God 1o be Lost. L. name. of common sense wACE peopke be wikiing Lo
14, Oneedérand Congessdlonais on viseiplines " befdieve every precchen who comes along with a ¢4~
are safe guddes. : fenent "noad" to héaven? Why are people wifiig
15, Onigithé wond cf God 44 a safe gudide. . %o say that Zhere 48 one road that goes from
Any sendebbEpenson would refuse to believe the - LaGiange to ELkhant while at the same Lime protlainms
person io bt preaching the wond of Cod because .. 4ing zhat there are many noads §rom here to eterdly
of the contradictions, but the same person would An heaven? . "0h 5
many Times:belwelling Lo believe fifieen different o 1 woukd not- buwt a god of confusion. Bus the
men preaching:dhe same things in fiftecn church .. God of the Bitie is not a God of confusion. AL ~ °
buildings . cNew-what is the difference? 14 our _who “Wwiki go o heaven musi go according o His wili.
© 7 Man ‘may seck slvation on dammation Ain his own iy,
but God has never granted His salvation o tho:: of
"wnotherlvay". God has aluways required His own o

God a God of confusion? Would He be a Cod of 4n-
tegnity and endonse all the themes Listed above?
1§ God wilf save you one way and me cnoiher is He

a God of integnity? 1a He a just Cod? 1§ you ask nenden obedience o His Laws.

me how 2o get to Elkhant and 1 Lold you Zo go wesl
on Highway 20 and the next person 1 Zold to go east
on 20 and the thind 2o go south on 9, would 1 be a

let us encowrage ail to scek the trwuth ané Lo
apply it. This 4ia the oniy way we can be welt
pleating fo God. E. . 6.




involvement of each Andividual christian, which

in twwn wiil take care of many of our faults.

With encownraging s4igns we {ook with confidence

toward 1969. May the Load bless our mutual efforts.
¥ D. Ho X

NES AND NOTES

Remember this coming Tuesday evening (New Year's
Eve), Brother and Sister Hostetler invites you
out to their home for an evening of fellowship,

I can't think of a better way to spen” New Year's
Fve than with fellow christians,

We miss very much those who have been sick, espec-
1ally since several of our eegulars are away. Sis-
ters Goldie Pulley and Marcella Ritchie have missed
services recently. Our prayers are for their speedy
recovery.

Within a week or so €this Thursday for Mary Wil-
son) our three young ladies (Mary, Rath and Kathy)
will be college bound again, We hope that they
have enjoyed being home as much as we have enjoyed
having them, As ever, we ask that Gol's loving care
will abice with them,

Prayer is a golden river at whose side some die of
thrist -- others kneel and drink,

Farl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
EXHORTER

December 29, 1968

Schedufe 0§ Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bibie Situdy 9:30 A, M.
Wonship Service 10:30 A, M.
Evending Worship 7:00 P. M,
Thunsday Evening Bible Study 7:30 P, M.

By doing our duty,
we learn to do it.

Earnl Gieseke, Ministen
405 South Towniine Road
Toute ¢, Box 46 ‘
LaGrange, Indiana 46761
Tekephone No. 463-3571

A NEW VEAR

The end 0f any year 44 a memoridl occasion. IZ
causes us fo neflect back on the previous year and
access our proghess individuaily and 8s 4 chunch
in LaGrange. 1% makes us humbiy asnamed Zo have
2o Look hand fon signs of phrogress in the numbers
of conversdons but as umLE;?w, spiritugl growii L8
not Limited to such definilions. There arne obvious
signs of progress and LLi4s nol oncy ain but en-
counaging 1o hink on these and %o g&ge credit where
cnedit 48 due, 1§ anything 44 neededdn @ hand to
work place £ike LaGrange, «1's encoundgement, An
honest, candid Look at the posidivy sdde 48 not
vain but 48 of great value; pwiicuianky 4ig AL 48
used as a springboard 2o gheaton ejfonts 4in the
yewr chead. To this end, 1 subnmidt scme personak
obsernvations and 1 hope that 1 speak gon inany otnense
here.




I find a personal appreciaiion for cur preacher
brother Gieseke., This past year his Lessons {nom
ihe pukpil have been consistently good. The study
which he gives iowand preparation is without ques-
Lon. He is ound in the preaching of the gosped
and a consdsient daily Life verigies his conviction.
He 48 not preaching fon the money but forn the Lond.
I would not be agraid Zo Let my children be taught
by him, in school or in church, 1 believe that
even he himsecf recognizes his development and at
this time he deserves the thanks and encouragement
0f his brotherns and sistens in Christ, Whike I'm
on the subject of the Giesche's, sisten Gieseke
has a great nole to §iif. She has taught a class
the past year(no one can deny that that doesn't
develop a penson). She was projected into the role
of a preachers wife. (unaniicipated at the "yes"
point of her marnrniage, 1 might add) and Lime is
needed fo sense the patience, understanding and
pertnership that ceads to the newands of hen posi-
Lion. T want Zo encourage her afong the way, 1%
Lakes two to make a happy, effective preccher, She
hes a verny vital part to play.

There are s0 many encouraging s4gns 1 don't know
vhere to stant, so0 1 guess 1'LL just stant, The
Vilhens (Povy and Hazel) have been a great sounrce
v indpiration 4n thein obedience to the gospel and
intenest and growsh Ain the christian wakk, Thein
remole distance grovt The church here 48 not o deten-
nent 1o thein fuithfuiness., Brother Mitiens wiii-
4ingness to Lead prayen, {ead singing, wait on the
Lond's Zabie and kind attitude 45 commendzbie. He
has a good hefpmeet in his wife Hazel who is indeed
¢ changed person 4in her obedience tc Chuist., She
HOWw fecognizes the foiky of staying out of Chrisit
und appreciates the church'’s patient interest in
her grom the beginning (as she stated in ¢ Letien
Zo me which 1 shatd atways keep and appreciate).
I'm happy because s1e's happy, and has a sciid basis
gon L. Together, Poy and Hazed wild continue thein
yeans as a Lestimony Lo God's iongsuffering, and

3 A 1o S s s T 11 AR e B 4

siaten, Moareelka. She has oxpressed the gentie
kindly attitude that is so sonely needed among God's
youth, the kind of Leavening influence that detex-
mines the effeciivencss of the church Zoday and
its hope tomomnow,

I beiieve that mone effont was evident by most
all menbers of the chunch here in visitation, cone
cenn, bringing to chunch, talking on the job, 4in
Zhe home, showing of §ikmstrnips, using thacts, in=
creasding contnibutions fon Local work and other dood
wonks, as they come to oun knowledge, physical wonk
around the buikding, feithful church attendance,
alineding geliowship meetings, Ladies making tidy
fuvons, young men | especiatly Dick Hostetien and -
Kent Heggait) Laking a more active part in the won-
ship service, and no doubt othen things that point
Lo s4igns of growth in 1968, So many specifics come
Lo my mind which 1 could not begin o enumenrate 4in
this anticie, AU of this activity does not siip
by uncbserved, but of more impontance and assurance
45 Zhe knowledge that God sees. The odd adage that
Cod helps those who hefp themselves s akin to th
thought that God will open new doons of opportunity
as we have met the opportunities that he hcs already
given., The pesd year 48 encournaging.

Lel me again netunn to specifics, 1 believe that
sdsten Eilen Hostetien ought to be commended forn the
weekly job of Zyping the bulletin, This 4s no
Ldithe fob and she nevex gdvesa compl uining remark
about £L. Many an extha mile has been duiven by
hen on Satunday evening Lo get the mimeograph sten-
cils Lo me for nunning off. ALL of this unsedlfish
work 4in her busy {ife is wonthy of note. She, along
with her husbana and family, are Ainspirning io the
work here,

Nexi Lo growth, 48 Zhe appreciation o§ growth,In
the %faaa,tuz wonk on earth, year by vear progress
can be enhanced by an appreciation that it is tak-
ing place. We can accomplish $o0 much more by build-
Ang up than by tearning down, and thus this article
A8 Aintended £o do. IH be among the §inst to ack-
nowfadge we have faults, and curn Lend died fon ihem,
The proghess of the chuhch depends upon the nosdiiive




