Saying that a child must make his own decis=
ion as to whether ormt he will go to church is
shirking parental responsibility.

---Selectedm—=-~

NTNS AND NOTES

We are sorry to see so many whe have been home cver
this vacation hdve to go back to their werk - the
four college girls and Sister Wade - but it must be
sa, 55 we wish you all God-speed and pray fer you
God's richest blessings throughout 1970, We'll leok
forward to your ceming home again in the Spring,

OUR WORK HFRE must go on:

This Wednesday at 12:30 P.M, the ladies are te meet
at gister Sharen Pieratt's home for making tray fave
ors for the hospital and Nursing Home, For doubling
up for rides, contact sisters Hoggatt or Hostetlere

A mens fellowship to be hosted by the Lagrange con-
gregation is scheduled for next Friday evening, Jan-
vary 9, at the Sveden House Restaurant in Ft. Wayne,
The locaticn is in the Gateway Plaza, 7,5, 30 and
33 West, and the time is at 7 ofclock, Tt would be
good if all ine men here could attend this, The sub-
ject for discussion is " Improving Congregaticnal
Ties", one which is quite challenging for the new
€ar,
gemember the singing at Mark's Nursing Home this
evening at 6 ofclock, . Mo

Thanks are in order for all the men who worked on

the clsssroom addition over the holidays, We all are

%Ockitg ferward to the time scon when we can put it
gt gocd-usies

Farl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana L6761

LAGRANGE

C HWU R*C B 10 E" CHREINS T

EXHORTER

Januery L4, 1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Service 10:30 A, M.
Evening Worship Services 7:00 Py M,
Thursdsy Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Tuwnline Road made by meny acts,
Route 4, Box 46 may be lost by a
LaGrange, Indizna 46761 single one.
Telephone No. 463-35T1 o, ol

CHARACTER, which is

A MESSAGE FOR PARENTS

To think that twd hows at any movie is hearm-
less for the child, but that two hours of church
end Sundcy Bible School is too much for his ncrvous
system, is just bad thinking. ’

Giving him = nickel for the offering and 50¢
for the movies, not orly shows a prrentls sense of
values, but is ulso not likely to produce 2 good
and feithful steward. :

Letting him listen to several ho@% of radio
or TV programs a day, with no time for prayer and
listening to God's Word, is criminal unt=alance.

Being careful that Junior has his veek-cr
lessons from school and not caring that Le suowe
the church and her teachings will make for sy rit=

ual illiteracy and deliquency. (Cont, on rack )

ze )




"DANGER IN PROVERBS"

A proverb is a saying, an adage, a motto,
an unquestioned saying. Here I am not speaking
of the inspired Proverbs of Solomon, but the relig-
ious sayings" upon which too many people base their
hope.

Although proverbs in and of themselves may
be good, and in some cases true, they are worth-
less as far as religion is concerned. Ezckiel
guotes two proverbs upon which the Jews were com-
forting themselves, (Eze, 12:22,27) MHe plainly
tells them they cannot rely upon them. These two
proverbs indicated that the people need not worry
because the days spoken of would be prolongud and ..
the visions would fail.

Sometines we feel towards or think concerning
the end of life or the coming of the Lord as we do
sbout the horizon. No matter how far or how fast
we travel the horizon is still just out there a-
head of us.  But, if you turn and look buck the
horizon is no farther behind you than when you
started. So it is with life end death in the eyes
of God., le is not bound by time. Our life, long
though it may be as we measure time, is nevérthe-
less, only a heartbeat in the mind of God.

Knowing that life is short and cturnlty is :
endless, we should give ourselves wholly to prep-
aration for it. "Let us not sleep ac do others;

but let us watch and be sober." (I Thess. 5:6)

We ought not to base our hope of salvation on the
wise sayings of men., Proverbs are fine to prove

& point in conversation, but they . arc useless as
a basis for salvation,

The zptness of a proverb attracts us. We are
often teken by the neatness of phrdse. A lie may
be ably expressed, and a great fallacy mey strike
us as being well put. Thus the form disguises the.
substence. Its wide use and acceptance throws
many off guard. What "everybody" says or does is
taken for granted as being true.. Proverbs are
supposed to contain wisdom of the ancients'". But

as Bacon wrote: "We are the ancients, and These
who lived tefore us belong to the childhicod of
the race. Other things being equal, the letest
sayings should be the truest.”

But we must know that aptness of the expresc-
ion has nothing to do with the truth of the state-
ment. Also, we know that the mass of the people
nay be in error. The Lord's church has never becn
characterized by large numbers. God's- peoplg have
elways been a nmindority. The voice of the peopnle
are by no means the-voice of God. - When & comaon

r(Judlce becomes a part of the minds they are all
likelysto bé deluded into a common erreflic. |

The proverb rust Me tested. Doed it in any

oy contradict the Bible? Does it say the sare
thlnr as the Bible? If so, 1t is not a prove;b
but the Werd of God. : :

The Pews were taking comfort from a proverb
that CLlafuL the judgment cf God._ AS wzth all
sinners, the eye for the 31ns of others was 'so
much keener than for their own. They were, per-— '
Laps, unconsciously allocating coming. good to themn-
selves and evil for others, Rather then using the
delay of judgment for repentanc:, they took it to
mean: that the judgment wasn't to come at all.

They were trusting in their fleshly position to
save them from the terrible judcment that was yet

to come.Let us 'who are enlightened.by the Word
put our future in the sure hand of God. Let us
place our confidence in the inspired Seripinves.

Let cach of us bLlﬂth and gbey the Word whicn is
able to meke us "wise unto salvatlon

E. E. G.
WUFT IS £ CHRTSTIAL NOT . CHRISTIAN? o
When a faf*er-s*ops pléwinp his -land, stops pinnt-
ing auy seed, and stops uarvegthg, he has ztorped

doing those things that identify him as a f=
Yie is known as an ex-farmer, When a hrlquduz
stops attending the services, stopa study =
Bible, stops singing and stops prerying and &
coutributing as he has been vrospered, he bus -

ped doing those things that identify hin ”““L‘"”ti'ﬁ,




( Continued from page 3)

Let us determine in our hearts to teach by -
word and deed according to the true goal of Bible

teaching--"1lcve flowing from a pure heart, from a

good conscience, and from & sincere faith.
E. E.
N

R YRR Y]
IR W

THE PERFECT CHURCH?

I think that I shall never see

A church that's all it ought to be;
A church whose members never stray

Beyond the straight and narrow way;
A church that has no empty pews

Whose preacher never has the blues;
A church whose deacons always "deak"

And none is proud and all are meek;
Wherc gossips never peddle lies

Or make complaints or crit icire;
Where all are always sweet and kind

And all to othera® faults ave Blind;
Such perfect churches there may be

But none of them are known to me;
But, Still, we'll work and pray and plan

To make this one the best we can!

K%K

You can't have the unity of the spirit until
you have the spirit of unity,

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761
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LAGRANGE
C e U ReCRHN «ONH CEFEXR NS D

BLL B G RATNELR
January 11, 1970
Schedule of Resular Services
Sunday Mofning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
Worship Services 10:30 A. M,
Ivening Worship Ssrvices T7:00 Po M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study 7:30 P. M,

Earl Gieseke, Minister Let discouragement
405 South Towaline Road harden your determin-
Route U, Box Lo ation, never your
LeGranze, Indiana 46761 heart.

Telephone Ho. b463-3571 --Sel,

SHALL WE: SURVIVE?

Our scciety todey is plagued with those who
insist on their rights, but wiho are thoughtless of
the rights of others. Theére are those who are
so concerned with what they can get out of the gove
ernment, out of the commuaity, but are totally une
concerned with what thcy can put into our country.
All too common is the piiilcscphy thet a man is
entitled to what he can put his hands on, to what
he csn get awzay with cr whet he can carry off,.

Men now live by the gospel of irresponsibility, T
They say it is a free country, but they practice

s freedom gone mad, a frecedom that allows then

to disrespect the freedom of others. They are
seli-willed, and know nothing of the greatness

of self-surrender. Under the present philosophy,
neither democracy nor civilization can survive.

-—=5Sclected




"OUR GOAL"

"The goal of our instruction is love flowing
from a pure heart, from a good con501ence, and
from a-sincere fulth W Wn1e 5

- All of us have goals. These may be classi-
fied as either short-term or long-term. All of
ne as adults do teach in one Or more WeysS. The
teaching will, i¥ successful, result in a change
in the taught. Millions of dollars are spent in
coching in verious fields. Advertising has teach-
ing as its goal.

The goal of all religious teeching is stated
in the verse quoted at the beginning of this arte
jcle. In order to offset false teaching and false
teachers the true scope of the gospel is given
here.' -Practical religlous teaching tends .to unite

~men in love., It is 1mp0351b1e to maintain love in

 the presernce of doctrinal differences. - This love,
~ which is the goal of Bible instruct 1on, is out of

g pure heart, and a good conscience,’ and of 2 sin-
‘cere faith. Peter speaks of Christians d4s having
"purified their heart by obeying the truth".

The good conscience comes from obeying God.

‘ Peter speaks of our being saved by baptism the .
seme &s Noch had been saved by water. There was
no magic in the ark or water then or: now, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God.  This kind
of obedlence gives reality and power to love, be~
cause it is not of foith of pretence, but falth
in action. :

The root and stem of rellclous teaching is to
lead a person in to the beauty of Christ-like char-
acter. ‘Bible teachlna is not merely to lead men
to a knowledge of doctrine and to ritualistic wor-
Shlp.“ Vccle51ast1c1gm is not necessarily religione
We can ha"e ceremony in worship without the Spirit
of Christ and God being in the midst of us. Bible
teaching will leed one to live Christ; and to live
Christ is to live in love, as Christ also loved us
andFave himself for us. Bible teaching will result
in ‘personal faith that will work in the spirit of love,

it ; :

The hearf is the testing place of what we like.
"The good men out of the good treasures of his heart
brings forth good things! The true goal of Bible
teaching is not merely to teach men to do the right
things , but to enjoy doing the right things. The
desires of our heart is the index of zidrality. Tell
me what you enjoy and I'11 tell you what kind of a
p»raon you are. "As & man thlnketh in*his heart, so
is ne" "Out of the heart are the issues of life,"
Good sctions do not make a gcod man; it is the good
man that makes the action good.  Christ would have
us ell desire and séek a pure heart. :

This is £11 based on a sincere falth. We must
be without hypocrisy. Wlthout ‘sincerity our faith
is not real or beautiful. -From application of Bible
teaching we will come tec have an honest, earnest,
real faith.

We must- bellev: that in each man there is the
idesl of God. We must know that desplte “the depra=-
vity und degredation of character that knowledge
and obedience of the Wbrd will transform the per-

son's llfe end character “into the clory of Christ.
For man's conscignce ‘was made to Know the truth,
his heart to feel it, and his will to be guided and
energized by it. *If we v1ew,man“in«anyrother way
we -will makeneo €ffort to save him. -

Our faith must be sincerely- grounded in ‘the
power of Christ and his cross.to saveg, or we shall
not be enthusiastic in préaching them. No doubter
csn be en effective teacher or preacher. Men know
and feel the power of ardent faith. The one great
element of success is sincere falth—-a faith which
says, 'l believe, and therefore I do¥ Our doing

must not be flor the sake of position, or to please
men. Such & faith will enabie us to say with Paul,
"God forbid that I should glory, save in the cress
of Christ Jesus our Lord".

We must live accordlng to our faith. Our fzaiin
must be practiced in our everyday life. Ours should
not be a faith that is merely dogmetic; which holis
fast the doctrine, but #ails to translete it ints
our life. Our falth is not to be a wex-work fruiw
something resembling frult, yet artificial aud ro-
real-~but the living vine, of which Christ is tuo |
root. (cont. on back poce)




NEWNS AND NCIES

Next Lord's Day, brother Gieseke and brother Gary
Jolmson of the Niles, Michigan congregation will
be exchanging pulpits, Brother Johnson and his
family plan to leave the Niles congregation this
summer and work with the Adrian ckurch, who in
turn will help support the Johnson's in mission
work in Angola, Africa. We're happy that they
can visit here before their leaving,

There is to be a meeting at the Heritage House
in Ft, Wayne this Friday evening of all Christ-
4ans who are interested in the Nigerian Christe-
ian schools, If you would care to go, please
read the letter which is on the bujl.etin board,
It is headed MEMO TO THE AREA CHRISTIAN MEN but
I believe that this is a mistake and men and
women both are invited, If you are interested
in going let brother Hoggatt know and he will
find out for sure,

The dates far our spring gospel meeting has de=-
finitely been set for April 16 through April 22,
Brother James Meadows will be the speaker, Also
a £all meeting is belng planned with brother
Goehel Music speaking, This meeting with brother
Music has been in the works for 6 years. Lett's
pray and work that these two efforts will bear
much frait in the year 1970,

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Bax 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CEURCH OF CIHRIST

EXHORTER

January 18, 1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M.
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
- Evening VWorship Service T:00 P, M,
Thursday Lvening Bible Study T:30 P, M &

Earl Giescke, liinister
L05 South Townline Road
Route #4 Box L6
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
Telephone io. 463-3571

PREPARATION

When Ben's master /died, they told Ben that
his master had gone to lieaven. Ben only shook his
head and said, "I's 'fraid he ain't gone there."

"But, why Ben?" someone inquired, "What
makes you say that?"

"Cause," replied the old derkey, "I alweys
hear massa talk about his trips. When he go
north, or go on any journey he talk about it a
long time and do a heap o' gettin' ready. I
ain't never heard hin talk about goin' to Heaven
and I ain't never seen him gettin' ready to po
there,"

(Continued on back page)




TO0 BUSY TO SLRVE

Signs of warning to speeders on the highways
say, "€low Down and Live". The Christians of this
century need that werning in their lives because
rore and rore they are becoming - TOO BUSY 10 SERVLE!

It is hard to find a suitable time for a
class of Bible study, for there are so many act-
tivities to which those interested are already
obligated. FEven a preacher found himself apologiz-
ing because he had been so busy that he had not .
had time to prepare his ‘sermons properly. Another
men wes being considered for appointment to the.
eldership, but he informed the church that he would
be so busy in his business that he coudd not find
time to serve. - TOO BUSY TO CERVE!

TOO WORBRIED TO WAIT

"But if we hope for that we see not, then do
we with patience wait for it" (Kcmans 8:25). Ve
often ar¢ so worried and anxious about the problems
end affasirs of this life that we cannot patiently
wait for the promises of God. £ man gets so -anx=-
jous sbout his jobs a women gets so anxicus about
her daughtcr's socisl lifc, thet we do not take
time to enjoy life togetier - much less to study
patiently the promises thet we weit for God to
fulfill. % '

TOO TIRED TO TOIL

"wherefore, uy beloved brethren, be ye stead-
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord." (ICor. 15:58). One man had been on such
a round of work and pleasure from Sunday morning
until Seturday at midnight that he was toc tired
to go to the worship service on the lord's day.

A life of "pleasure" had become more irmportant than
a life of Christian service.

TOO WORLDLY TO WORSETP

Some have become enamored with the world that
they want to wed the church to the world. They
are not satisfied to worship God "in spirit and in
truth." Spiritual worship, simple and heartfelt,
does not satisfy a worldly mind. They want to
transfori worship into an emotionel experience or
a xitual or a ceremony. There must always be some
kind of drive some special week or day, some cele-
tretion or celebrity. Ve need to be busy, for an
jdle mind is the devil's workshop, but let us never
become so involved in worldliness that we are left
unsatisfied by simple worship of God in kGod's way!

-=Bill Iiumbe _
-=via Brookston Bulletin

I0W MANY WORKERS?

If somecone asks you how may members there are
in the congregation, it would not be difficult .for
you to give tne approximate number. But if some-
one asks "how many workers have you?" what would
you answer? Er

According to "old math", one church member plus
good intentions, minus action, Tigures zero with
nothing to carry. -Do you count as a worker in the
church, or arc you just a cipher? =

: *==Selected

(Continued from front page) .- _ Y

llave those who are nearest to you heard you
talking aboit poing to illeaven and have they seen
you meking preparations? d -=Selected




News and notes;

We welcome the Johnson's and appreciate their being
with us today. Brother Gieseke 3 preaching at N‘:I.les
in brother Johnson's place. This"preacher swap wi}l
allow us to get better acquainted with the Johnson's
and hope that throughout the day, ?hey can become
better acquainted with more of their brothers and
sisters in Christ, at Lagrange. The plans of the
Johnson's include concluding their work with the
Niles congregation this summer and working with.

the Adrian, Michigan congregation for a short time
after which they will leave for Angola, Africa in

a missionary field. A1l reports from the Niles con=
gregation attest to the good work they are doing at
Niles and they are going to be missed greatly when
they leave, We bid them God-speed and hope for them
Godls richest blessings in all their doings.

Te invite everyone to stay for the potluck dinner
jmmediately following morning services, This marks
somewhat of a milestone for the church here in that
it is the first time we have used the new addition
(thanks to the help of many "¢leaners" yesterdayz
for our fellowship.We are sorry that the Gieseke's
cannot share this time with us as they deserve to
(brother Farl has given many hours in the building
process) but we hepe that they can in the near fu-
ture and today we hope for them a safe and enjoy=

able trip.

We received the Emmitt Herr's address in Florida:

1702 13th St.
St, Cloud, Fla, 32769

Earl Gieseke
Route 4, Bax 46
lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE

CRURCH OF CHRIBST

EXHORTER

Januery 24, 1970

' Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. N.

Worship Service 10:30 A. M,
Evening Worship Service T:00 P. M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 Pe M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route #4 Box L6 knowledge--others
LaGrange, Indiana %6761 just gargle.
Telephone #463-35T1 Sel,

Some people drink
et the fountain of

WHICH DISTURBS YOU MOST?

A soul on the way to hell or a scratch on
your new car?

Missing & church service or nissing a days
work? .

Your RBible being unopened or your newspaper
going unread?

Your contribution to the church decreasing
or your incore decreesing?

Your children being late for Bible school or
late for Public School?

Your work of the church being neglected or
your housework being neglected?

Low attendance at a church meeting or low
attendance at a party?

A congregation not growing or a garden not
growing? Sel,




e

THE IMPORTANCE OF PLANNING

We are now into a new year. Although ve

may view the past year with mixed emotions,
there is nothing to do to change the past;

but we can. plan to serve more effeetively
today and tomorrow. Part of the secret to success
ig a matter of planning., Planning alone

is not sufficient__the plans must be carried
out, The ability to plan and then carry out
the plan is & mark of maturity. I believe

that most of my gla y ing wesknesses can be
traced- to & lack of planning in my -early

life,- yk

In othér words some of our handicaps

are self-imposed! We often labour under

the misconception that we have never done

a particular thing; therefore it cannot be

done by us. If people faced life in general
the way they face serving God they would

never be sble to hold a job. Can you im-

agine Dale Carnegie saying some time in the past:
"Why I can't give a speech because I never gﬂve
one before?"

I think one of our problems in the church
is that we don't see the pecessity of
succeding as we do in material things. We
can see the importance of going to work each
workday (and sometimes on Sundays) because
we expect to get paid for it in a short time.
We know that when the money stops coming in
that the groceries soon stop, and we¢ will be
hungry. - We do not seem to see the importance
of "working out our salvation with fear and
trembling," beceusé we are not convinced we
are lost. We do not become concerned with
teaching others because we are not aware
of our own lost condition.

Sne ong has said that necessity is the

nother of invention. When we see the
seriousness of the Christian life; the

salvetion of our own soul and our neighbor's,
we will find ourselves busily engaged in soul
winning. Some will say, "I can't." You cen,
and not only can you, but you will when yéu
think it irmportant enough. More than one
writer points out the sadness of old age ..
without fruit being borne. !

Two things I always knew I would never be
when I had grown to be a nan _ a teacher and
a preacher! (I think sometimes I was probably
right!) As a result of this kind of "thinking
I failed to prepare myself in nany VayS.
Fortunately Bome of the deficiencies could,
be corrected in later life, But there comes

a time when the period to correct any. past
mlstakes is past.

So it is in our lives. The rear;ng of
our children in the Lord must be:done at the
preper time. The opportunity is never repeated,
Ilow nany well meaning parents have seid in
dispair: "I was going to teke then to church
to learn about God as soon as ...' As the
trce falleth so shall it lie! liow easy to
look back and regret; but how hard to. look ahead
end avoid.

“ The work of the church rust be planned
ahead of time. In as much as possible, We
rusﬁ try to anticipate the needs of tonorrows
Let us plan all phases of the Lord's work
carefully. Of course, this will include our
own 1life, because we are the Lord's and he 1s
God's, Let us plan our physical end spiritaul
will-being carefully. We only get one chance.

S R ¢ S
HOUSE AND IOME  ° ° >
A house is built of logs and stone, - --
Of tiles and posts and piers;

A home is built of loving deeds Sk (I Rl
That stand a thousand years. —-=Victor Hugo



NEWS AND NCTES

Don't forget our singing this evening at the Mark's
Nursing Home at 6 o*clock,

PARENTS .. Be sure to bring your 1little children to
brother Hostetler's class at 6:30 on Sunday eveming.
This class meets every Sunday evening except the
first Sunday of the month, when we-all go to the
Mursing Home to sing.

There is a "TEENAGE CHRISTIAN" price schedule in the
vestibule for teenagers who would like to receive
this publication, There are club rates for five or
more subscriptions, If you're interested, get the
number together and we'll place an order, :

FVFRY FAMILY .. be sure to pick up a bulletin and
other publications as you leave every Sunday. Many
times these accunulate and are not used as they
ought to be, If apycne has any article, announce-
ment or any other information that would be of in-
terest to the church here, please give it to bro-
ther Hoggatt.

How about a general cleanup work-day within the next
couple of weeks for the new addition? Things are
shaping up and much cleaning needs to be done before
we start to use it. Let's talk it over and decide

the best time.-

Earl Gieseke
Route #4. Box 46
lagrange, Indiana 46761 \

LAGRANGE

C-H U=R:CTH T S OARNSA CUHINRII RS

EXHORTER

February 1,1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
Worship Service 10:30 A, M,
Lvening Worship Service 7:00 P, M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M.

Earl Gieseke, Minister
k05 South Townline Rosad
Route #!, Box L6 ;
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
Telephone No. L463-3571

"I AM DOING A GREAT WORK"

A1l men want to do great works! Our great-
est problem: is that we ere convienced that only
a small nutber can achieve grestness. Perhaps
we nay be using the wrong. standards to measure
greatness. Most peouvle consider the most important
thing to be advoncement of men's temporal interest;
but a few are promoting true religion; diffusion of
the gospel; working with and for Christ.

Many things are needful to make a person
successful. We nust have some foresight. Today is
the best time to prepare for the future. We shall
be able to truimph in this life in preparation to
the extent thet we develop our imner 1life, Men who
care only for the passing moment are shallow and



weak, David let his lust rob him of his foresight.
Had he taken time to consider the consequences of
his illicit affair with Bathsheba he would no
doubt have refrained from the "double-sin". We

are strong in preparation as we live in the future.

This is not to say that we should not seek a
Present, tenmporary reward. Ve can succecd in the
present while preparing for success in the future,
The student, while lesboring to pass a test todoy,
is storing up knowledge and power., The person
who is not locking foreward and preparing for o
time of demand will never be successful. The
psalinist speaks of the sorrow of not producing
fruit in old age. The reason for this is that
they did not prepare in the past, Paul says we
must "redeem the time".

One of the ways we can succeed is by cooperat-
ing withpthers., Io man is sufficient in and of hire-
self, The ability to cooperate often mecans a2 will-
ingness to take dn inferior place; Lo obey instruct-
ions, to give up our own ideus or preference and .
adopt another person's method. It often mesns list-—
ening and learning, conciliaticn and concession,
punctuality and politenecss.

Success to any degree require ambition and
bersevercnce. We must aspire to greater things.

We nmust not be too easily setisfied., We should
be content with our lot, but not with our life.
There is nothing wrong in trying to improve one's
way of living; provided this does not interfer
with our service to Christ, and we do it in an
honest manner,

Neheriah chose not to let things of secondary
importance detain his labor of love. He recognized
the necessity of his presence for the work to con-
tinue, We often fail to be concious of the import-
ance of our physical presence to the success of a

articular work., Our presence at ezsch wership
service is an encouragment to the teachers and
other people in the Bible classeés and worzhip
services. Toéo nany times we mey feel thet one more
or less present at a service is of small importance.
But let's stop and think how signifigant this me 2y be,
Suppose you are a teacher and your student hesrs
you discuss the jmportance of regular worship and
service to God, , If you f=2il to show up this may
cause that student to adopt a negative view toward
attendance, Suppose somecone you have casually
invited shows up and doesn't see you,will they be
likely to think they should return?

Being a live, actlve, steadfest Christian
is the wost important Jjob we .can dc. Anyone can
be successful at it. No special training is re-
quired. The talent needed is never more than we
have. Let us say with Hehemiah when other thlngs
call to us to leave the service of God to Jjoin
them: "I am doing a great work, so thet I cannot
cce down: why should the work cease whilst I
leave it, and come down to you?" (ieh, 6:3)

There are some things that only you can do.
Why should they cease? There are things that you
mast do!  If ycou do not do them them they nay or
mey not gel done; but the important thing is —-
you will receive no benefit from it unless you do
)]
E' E. G.

What are you Worth (Physically)?

Sulphur-~Enough to rid a dog of flees.
Falm————— Enough for six bars of soap.
Phosphorus-enough for 20 boxes of ma tches,
Potessium--enough to explode & toy canncn,

Linme=mme—— enough to whitewash a chicken coop.
Iron=————- encdugh for a siypenny nail,
Sugazr ’F(ULA for 10 cups of coffee, if you use it.
The r&st—”g' (water

Total Velue=—m—mememaaao $1.50.




NEWS AND NOTES ' Elae i aTy S

This afternoon at 3 o'clock Garrett is scheduled
to have the area wide singing for this month, If
you haven't made plans f or the day, you should
tave a wenderiul time at this feliowship, It draws
from all the Pcr*rogations in the Ft, Wayne (and
fifty miles around) area.

Sister Gieseke is to be the hostegs for the ladies
tray favor meeting this Wednesday at 12:30 p.m.
It will be heid in the church building,

Thanks to brother and sister Milier, we have been
promised some tables and chairs from the North
Central congregaticn in Indiarépolis within the
next two or three weeks, They havpened to he there
at the right time to speak for them, A 1list is on
the bulletin board as to what we can have, It -
seems the Lord 'is helping us to equip the new
classroomn,

Thanks to all of the help (especially the ladies)
given this past wesk in flnl"hlng up the new add-
ition, Although it lcoks done {tithout close in-
spection) therd still is a lot of work to do, Per-
haps there are gome who can arrange to still come
in on Saturdays- o complete this work.

Suggestion: Each Christian make it a point to con-
tact one wcw Tauily each week and invite them to
church servines or to study the Bible with you,
Wouldnit it be wonderful to have a number of new
families in oar midst?

Tarl Gicseke
Route #4, Box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

N

LAGRANGE

CH-UR. CH o W LR L B

EXEORTER

February 8, 1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Service 10:30 A, ¥,
Evening Worship Service ) T7:00 P. M,
Thursday Evcning Bible Study 7:30 P. M,
Larl Gieseke, Minister Men who never change their
Los So;th Townline Road minds love themselves

Route # 4, Box L6 more than they love the
L“Grangc, Indiana 46761 truth.
Telephone No, 463-3571 T, -~Sel,

THE BIBLE

i The Bible is still the best handbook of the
worthy citizen, for it teaches us many truths which
make nations strong and keep them so, It will
teach us in the appointed, inscrutable law of hunian
Jlf&, end -in the great race of mankind we must hang
down to future generstions a brigihter and ever
brlghter torch of knowledge and love, It will teach
us. to know man simply as man, and to regard all men,
from the highest to the lowest, as absolutely equal
before the bar of justice - equally under the stroke
of her hand, equally under the shadew of her shizld.
It will teach vs inverisbly that the unjust end im .
moral. practices must be put down in the interests
of the ccramunity, and that the interests of the ccou-
munily are subordinate always to those(cont..P. 3)




PERSONAL EVANGELISM +ime
Since the beginning of our building progrem, much,
gnd ah%ontx . has been given Lowrerd cur elasgsroom

addition., Such tire haz been well spent provid-
ing that this accomplishment does not lull us into
complacency, There is no real substitute for teach-
ing the lost and we cannot expect anything that we
have to do it--i,ot our commodious auditorium, nor
the padded pews, nor the air-conditioning, and
yes, not the newv classroom wing. All of these are
useful .and kave their purpose but do not . 3
at the cutset lead men to the Lord. There is no
substitute or short-cut for nersonal evangelism.
Teaching. person to person, has been, and will
always be the most effective way end nothing can
really take its place. I read of a president of
one of ths largest insurance ccmpanies in the
world, attributing their volume of business to
individual sales. Over a hundred million pclicy
holders in his company, and svery one of them was
sold one at a time. The prine ingredients were a
messenger, a message and a prospect. Such gre the
necessary ingredients in the Lord's buasimess. Ee
.set the example end then dirscted us to go, teach,
For a rather small congregation of the Lord's
church in Lzgrange, we are fortunate to have such
wonderful physicel facilities that we do, but let
us account these as tools and implements to sup-
plement or encourege evangelism,

There are many outward signs of progress in
the church at Lagrange., The faith expressed in
our decision to build, the willingness of many to
give their time, the readiness of new members tak-
ing part in the worship services, the good attend-
ance of the members to all the services of the
church, the enrolling of new teachers in our
" teaching program, the faithful preaching of tke
gospel from the pulpit, along with the one-ness of
hospitality and love among the members, all point
to progress in the Lord's work.

It is with grateful hearts that we view this
matter. For years the work has been slow z2nd except
for a few"ups" along the way, it has been discoursg-
ing at times, It does seem now that the church
here has the greestest potential than it has ever
had for an effective work. This year we should be
better able tocapitalize on our opportunities. Two
gospel meetings are scheduled by very capeble preach-
ers. Our new classroom facility can moke our Vaca>

. tion Bible School the best ever. The development
of our teachers will sutomaticelly strengthen the
church toward other areas of the Lord's work, We
should pray and work so that it will. Above all,
now that the demend for work and time is lessening,
on our classroom addition, let us redirect our ener-
gies toward personal evangelisn,

D. He.

THE BIBLE
(cont. from page 1)

of the entire people; and it will teach us thet the
true glory of nations lies not in the splendid mis-
eries of war, but in the dissemination of honorsble
happiness end encouragement of greatness and the
suppression of vice; and it will teach us thet the
true wealth of a nation is not in silver and gold,
but in the souls of strong, contented, and self-
respecting men; and it will teasch us that the true
freedom of a nation lies not in the anarchic righ
of licensed temptetion and unrestricted facilities
for crime, but in the Yinds of a material obedience
deeply cherished by the good, but inexcrably en-
forced on all the bad,

__Selected

--Brookston Bulletin

To. err is only humen, but when you wear, out the
eraser before you've used up the pencil, youbeover-
doing it. Sel.




WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVID?

1, If an unbeliever, I must "pelieve on the Lord
Jesus Christ.” Belief is expressed in obedience,
(Rom, 10:10 Acts 16:30,31) :

2, If_a believer, I must repent and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
my sins. Having obeyed from the heart, I am as=~

sured of the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:37,38)

3, If a pentitent beliecver, I must arise, and be bap-

tixed," and wash away my sins, calling upon His name.
Aets 22:16

L. If a babe in Christ, I must in my Taith supply
virtue; in my virtue, knowledge; in my knowledge,
self-control; in my self-control, patience; and in
my patience, godliness; and in my godliness, brother-
1y kindness; and in my brotherly kindness, love.

L Pet, 1:5-7) : '

5. If en erring Chiistian, I must repent of my error
(or sin) an¢ pray the Lord for pardon. (Acts 8:22;

1 Jn, 1=7,8)
=Frank L. Cox

we=—= Don't forget to pick up'a copy of the bulletin
each week, and other iitereture on the registration

desk, This week there are some copies of Action and

Gospel Videtie, =w=—==

Earl Gieseke
Route #4 Box 46
lacrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRAUWGE

CHURCH OF JCURIST

E. X II' 05R T B R

February 15, 1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M. 5
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Service 7:00 P. M.
Thursday BEvening Bible Study T:30 BPo M, 4
Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 Scuth Townline Road
Route #4%, Box L6 -
LaGrange, Indiana L6761

YOUR CHURCH.. . AND . MINE

--Selected

As I read the Sunday paper =
© I ran across this| llne:
"Today you go to your church o=,
And I will go to mine " .
I've read the Bible o're and o're
And never found that line -
"Poday you go to your church v
Mnag I will go to mine.
"Upon this rock I'll build my church"
The Saviour scid one daye
And before the dear Lord died
e humly knelt to pray.
"May they be one zs W€ are one,
» And who believe on me,
So that the world may surely know
I'm loved and sent by Tree"
"Yes, you mey go to your church.
But let me tell you this:
chi wi ; A8 ETRE et
our vorship, vill B F3ie Mgt




HOW MUCH DO YOU REALLY WANT TO .KNOW GOD'S
WORD?

= It has been said that most of us. do Just about
everything we want to do. The following article =
shows how much we can do when we really want to:

"Recently a short notice was published concern-
ing the late Mr. William McPherson. Nr. McPherson
had lost his éyes and hands in z dynemite explosion.
He = found it difficult to face the world of dark-
ness., God's Word became extremely important to him.
e wanted to read the Bible, but he couldn't master
Braille with artifical hands. He tried the raised
letters with his lips, but the dynamite had seared
him until he had no feeling in them. One day he 7
discovered thet he could distinguish the letters
with his tongue. As he eagerly sought to learn
the Braille system, his tongue became sore, raw and
would bleed. Ie would stay up all night just to
learn one new letter of the alphabet.

Over a period of sixty-five years, spent in
darkness, he read the entire RBible four times with
his tongue."

And to think that some of us make feeble znd
lame excusess for not attending Bible Study; for
not stdying our Bibles.

—-Selected

THOUGHTS

"Your morning thoughts may determine your
conduct for the dey. Optimistic thoughts will
make your day bright and productive, while pessi-
mistic thinking will meke it dull and wasteful,

Face each day cheerfully, smilingly and courageously,

end it will naturally follow that yaur work will
be a real pleasure, and progress wikl be a delight-
ful eccomplishment. . ==Selected

THE TIME. OF TEMPTATION

We are told that the devil roams the earth
(Job 1:7) as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour (1:Peter 5:8), and that he is powerful
(Eph. 6:12), subtle {Gen. 3:1), and wise in the
ways of men (job 2:4=5) but not unbeatable,

He sends the time of temptation at a time
when his lies will be effectual. It was after
Jesusrd fasted forty days and must have been
very hungry, that Satanssid, "If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread.”

_Jesus used the same weapon to defeet Sztan that

we have today: "It is written . . . (Matt. ¥)

When a Christian seeks the comforts of this
iife beyond his power to affcrd, and gets- indebt-
ed to the users above his gbility to pay, then
Satan says, "Steal, rob, cheat, forsake -the -
asserbly to work, don't give . . " B

When a wife does not fulfill her duties as a
wife, Satan peints to the strange woman with the
fluttering eyelashes and unholy skirts, and the man
sometimes fails to realize that "her feet go down.
+o the déath; her steps take hold on hell" (Prov,5:5)

When the alcoholic turns from his wey and
becomes a babe in Christ, then-fails to have the
help and encouragement he needs, or falls to take
it, then Satan says, "One drink won't hurt.," "But
at last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth lixe
en adder" (Prov. 23:32)

When a preacher, teacher, or elder does his
best, but without results or encouragement, then
temptation comes,

Every Christian needs to realize that our la~
bor is not in vein.in the Lord (1 Cor. 15:58) We
need to put on the whole armor of God (Eph. 6:11-1~
to worship every time the ssints meet, to study an:
pray, both privately and in the assembly, to ex-
hort, reprove, end rebuke (2 Tim, L:2).

We shall reap if we feint not (Gal. 6:9).

=~-By Edward G..Lood




THE BIBLY SCHOOL

Think of 1ts value! Very seriouslg consider
what“your attendance will do:

Elevate you
Reverence God
Honor the Gause
Encourage another
Make angels rejoice
Set the right example
Lead others to do right
Keep your soul from error
Assist your teacher to teach
_ Brighten your hopes of heaven
Keep you out of bad company
Help to form a good habit
Prove your faithfulness
Enable you to conquer
Lighten your sorrow
Lift your burdens -
Honer the Bible
Joey the Lord
Build.us up.

Very cordially do we invite you, Come and bring
your Bible, Come a bring a friend. Let us study
God's great book, Divine favors will fall,
- Minister's Monthly=-

Earl Gieseke
Route #4, Bax 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE

CUHUSR! €t IO E S HMBRaIEN S

EXEORTER

February 22, 1970

Schedule of Reguler Services:

- Sunday - Morning Blble Study 9:30 A, Me

Worship Services = | < 5710230 Al M.

" Evening Worship Service . T:00 P. M.
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M,
Earl Gieseke, Minister It -1s wiser to choose
L05 South Townline Road . what you say than to
Route #L, Box 46 .- say what you choosa.
Lagranpe, Indiana L6761 -=Sel,

Telephone No. 463-35T1 |

KINDNESS

I would rather have one little rose
Frum the garden of a friend,

Than to have the choicest flowers = =
When my stay on‘earth -must end.

I would rather heve a ples: ant word
In. kindness said to

Than flattery when ny heart is still
4And this life has ceased to be.

I would rather have a loving siile
From friends I.know are true,

Than tears shed around my casket
When this world I bid adieu.

Bring me all the flowers today,
Whether pink, or white, or red;
I'd rather have one blossom now
Than a trucklead when I'm dead.
~==Selected



FASHIONS DO AFFECT MORALS!

In my opinion, there are many wopen and girls
who do not realize that many young men, and older
men, do not appreciate the short skirts that most
of them wear. Certainly they have not been an
encouragenent to those who try to heed the teach-
ing of Jesus that one should not look on a woman
to lust after her. If more women were concerned
about not revealing so much of their flesh, there
might be fewer lustful looks. If Bathsheba had
been more careful about where she took a bath, David
might not have been involved in adultery and murder,
David wes sinful in these thoughts and deeds, but
she was not without her responsibility. Good
people; through carelessness, can contribute to sin.

It is not without significance that, although,
in newspaper style, a dbrief editorial in the COM-
MERCIAL APPEAL called the forecast of e return to
longer dress a''welcome forecast". One of the
nation's lesding beauty experts has told Memphlens
that, "tomorrow's girl" is going to cover up her
knees and assume & proper look.

This expert, head of the Maid of Cotton
judges, probably does not realize how welcome is
his prediction. It mey be because of advancing
years, but there are meny who feel that skirts,
like taxes, have been too high too long.

In this matter of dress, as well as many
other things, it is easy to be carried along though-
lessly by the passing fashions of the worlde

It is well todserve that when 1 have mentioned
this matter in my classes that there have been young
men whe thanked me for doing so. All of our ladies
and girls should read again and again ITimothy 2,
end determine now that they are going to dress as
Christiens should. If a women could only know the
fact thet only wicked men admire them in indecent

BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS CONFRONTS
" FAKE HEALER"

During October several denominational groups
combined forces to bring to Singaspore a supposed
"faith healer". They rented e lerge open theater
and did the usual carnival advertising regarding
this man's purported .power to heal the sick, meke
the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb to
speak and the lame to walk. A group of students
at Four Seas College, together with Brother Eddy
Ee, one of their Bible teachers, decided to attend

One of the students, Raybestor Loke, is a
polio victim which has rendered him erippled in
both hands and feet. He and the other students
decided to put the "faith hesler" to the test.

As the call came for those desiring healing, Ray-
bestor joined the line, When he finally stood
before the"healer' much preaying wes done over him
and the'healery tried forcibly to straighten Rey-
bestor's twisted hands, When it was obvious that
he had feiled, the preacher informed him (Raybestor)
that he lacked faith. When Raybestor asked him °
how much faith the dead son of the widow of Nain
(Luke T:11-15) possessedj he of course, had no
TePlY.

World Radlo News -

= * ' »
The men who hungers and thirsts after right-

jousness will not come dragging in late et meal-
time.

* % i

apperel, they would dress so as to appeal to the
higher type of men, rather than to the ungodly.

J. D. Bales, Harding
College



to murder and rape are going on under the eyes of
a "don't get involved" society. This attitude is
fast becoming a part of our religious atmosphere.
It doesn't matter what you do as long & it is "ap-
proved' by an indifferent society. The people ‘to-
day are "busy herec and there\ We hear the expres-
sion, and even from Christians{?): "My neighbor

is a good Christian man, but he doesn't belong to
any church. Really? That must be the easy way out.
I suppose the next thing will be canned or bottled
"instant religion." You simply stir a spoonful
into your beer or sprinkle some oOn the tobacco in
cigarettes and one can drink and smoke himself or
herself right in through the "pearly gates."

Every person must be involved in their lccal
program of work. There is much teaching that needs
to be done. This does not all consist of
clessroom and pulpit teaching. Paul taught the
Ephesians "publicly, and from house to house." The
main reason any church grows is because of personal
work done by the members., Christians must be con-
vinced of their convictions. The prophet wrote:
"My p:ople perish for a lack of knowledge." Amer-
ica does not suffer from a lack of knowledge; the
problem is, we have the wrong kind cf knowledge.
Qur duty is clear--"we must make known the mani=-
fold wisdom of God."

- If we are found faithful in Christ 1t matters
1ittle whether we achieve fame or fortune as the
world counts these things. If we are unfaithful
in Christ, it matters little how many great things
we do., The writer wrote: "My pecple dotn not con-
sider." The people of old, as the people today,
were not willing to walk in the "old paths.”
Faithfulness was not the popular thing then eitners
Let us, though a minority group, "stand in the ways
and see, end ask for the old paths where is the
good way," and be "faithful unto death' that we
might receive the "crown of righteousness. E.E.G.

Earl Gieseke
Route #L, Box L6

LaGrange, Indiana L6761

LAGRANGE
G ELINERINC Lo S CERIGST
EXHORTER

MARCHE 1970

Schedule of LRegular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A, M,
Worship Service 10:30 A, M,
Fvening Worship Services Ts00 P M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M,

Barl Gieseke, Minister Know what you believe
L0s South Townline Road Believe what you know
Route 4, Box Lo -Attend Bidle School~
LaGrange, Indisna L6761
Telephone No. 463-35T1

FAITHERULNES:S

Sometimes we get the idea thet all that is
needed to be faithful is to be baptized and believe
that everyone else is going to hell, I would be
the last one to belittle the importance of beptism;
but this is not the end of salvation, but rather
the beginning. Just going into the water and get=
ting wet is nct enough. This is only the forn of
the real thing. Our baptism must be of the heart
as well as the flesh.

Some do not like for preachers to be emotional
But for & lack of emotion a local church will die.
Love is an emotion; but many do not want any member
to show any enction either. If someone were to gay
Yimen" in the worship service nearly everyone turns
to see who the religious fanatic is!

T talieve there arc two extremes in this, as
in all things. We "white folk" (and that is just
on the outside)now have o "cut-n-dried” kind of
religion. If scmecne should say "Amen" I would




probably walk back to the door and start sheking
hends thinking I had preached through the closing
preyer! If the preacher preaches too leud or

long, or displays a little emotion, he would
probably be "cooled off" by some "satisfied-with-
the old-way" elder of elderess., (In my dictionary
that is a woman who can not hold the office of
elder, but who still assumes the responsibility and
authority.)

I never heer & preacher critieized for preach-
ing too short a sermon, but I do hear a tirade of
remarks asbout "long winded" preachers. .When a prech-
er hears a sigh of relief when he says: "Now in
conclusion:" he can hear Satan laughing his fool
head off. And why shouldn't the"old devil" laugh
those people are closer to him than they are to God
and Christ.

Like many preachers, (at least I imagine {hat
most do) I have felt the urge to preach a "marethon"
sermon sometimes. Wouldn't it be interesting to see
who would wake up first and go home?

Have you ever heard a preacher say, "My time
is up:" and wonder where the time had gone? If you
have you were not just "nibbling" at the "bread
of life" you were feasting! Oh that we had those
who wanted to feed themselves spiritually the way
they do physically! If you have never experienced
this I feel sorry for you. How long has it been
since you complained to a préacher that his sermon
was too short? EHow lcng since you mentioned the
length of a sermon--even in a joking way? How long
since you complained to Mom or wife about having
too much food on the table? How does your soul
prosper?

It is said that one man rode a horse many miles
to hear A. Campbell and then complained that he only
preached sbout three hours] Of course, I realize
I am no Alexander Campbell., (For which I am glad;
can you imagine calling some one a "Giesekeite?)

Faithfulness is a difficult thing to define.

It is not the same thing for each individual. Some
have ~ore telents than others, and therefore, more

is expected. The talents ere given to the varinus
servants according to the ability of each. We have
to be faithful as individuals; not as groups. Your
"good works" as & member will not be added to my
account, nor mine to yours. We tend to think too
much in terms of "the church" instead of ourself

as en individual.

We have the same attitude concerning standards
of dress and conduct. As a result we say, "Well,
everyone else is doing it; therefore it must be
o.k." "Well'] we often hear, "If so and so can do
it why can't I?" Some will say that their dress is
longer than so end so. That may well be; but your
dress may be A inches longer than some of the giris
where I teach and still be pretty short! The simple
truth is: "Every men (woman, youth) must bear
their own burden.”

I'm glad this is true. I do not want to try
to jJustify the actions of every Christian I have
known, I do not feel I could answer for all the
busybodies, the ' gossips, the backbiters, the in-"
different, the social drinkers, the smokers, and
too many other things to mention. There is only =
one person's sins that I nust answer for personally.
There is only one light that I must keep shinning,
There is only one path for me to trod.

Paul wrote: "Moreover, it is required of a
stewart, that he be found faithful,”" T o Paul, being
feithful meant doing the best one can with the
talents given. It meant suffering wrong innocently:
being ready to go to prison, even die for the cause
of Christ., Paul seemed to have the idea that one
was either a full-fledged Christian or he was a rv&” .
robate. (Unequal to the test,) There was no midilc
ground, This did not mean that all were at the --
same level of spiritusl maturity. Some were babes
in Christ while others were spiritually mature.

The need of exercise is pointed out by--"exercise
thyself rather unto godliness.”

We must be involwed in those things that make
for godliness. We are living in a "don't get in-
volved" world. Crimes ranging from penny pitching




NEWS AND NOT=S

Ledles! This Wednesday afternoon st 12:30 is
tire cet for making tray favors. Place: Sister
Jesae Pierattls home

A1l %eachers wio lecch students through age i

are invited to a teacher training workshop to
be held at Niles this Saturday and Sunday after-
r.wrm Mereh 14 & 15. Sister Gerri Little, a wvery
ahle 4{eacher in this area of teaching will be
rresen’i j#-the lessons which will be very help-
vl tn any of the women who can arrange to go.
We have meny who have been or are preparing to
be tecchers who should plan to go, See sister
Hoggatt to arrange for a ride to Niles,

Theve is a teachers meeting scheduled here next
Swrday evening at 6 ofclock. Hany things must

be discussed andé decided relative to our teach= -
ing program and the up-coming VBS, A1l teachers
and those who plan to teach be sure to attend.

Oy gospel meeting is a little more than a month
awoy ©ot should be pressing on our minds, so that
whew, Lhe time comes, we can be better prepared

4o do our part in making the meeting successful.

Brother Gleseks is scheduled to have a tonsil-
ectony tomorrow, Te hope for him somewhat of a

reat and a speedy recovery.

¥ori Giezeke
Raute #L, Box 46
Lagiange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
R N C g SO ] Q5 Ry ST
EXHORTER

Marchh 8, 1970

COchedule of Regular Services

Sundey Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
Worship Services 10:30 A, M.
Evening Worship Service T:00 P, M,
Thursdey Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M,
Earl Giescke, Minister RAIN DROPS

405 South Townline Road Raindrops, Flowing down a
Route #4 Box L5 Window pane are as tears,
LaCrange, Indiana L6761 Trickling down a young

Telephone Ho, 463-3571 Child's face.

WHO LOVED HER BEST?

A iittle beoy with ruffled head
Teaned in the doorway worn and gray.
"1 love vou, Mother," he kindly said,
Then turned and ran aside to play.

His mother, tired with labers long
Continued working till at last,
i:is sister with a smile and song,
Slipned gently in, and wandered past,

"I love you, Mother,” she whispered low,
Then turned aside to leave her there,
With gyes that could not see her woe
And heart that could not feel her care,

Then last of all therecame that way
Hér other brother, kind and true.
He haéd no words of love to say,
No noble speech of praise to do.
(cont, on page 3)




Great Works Today

No doubt the thought has come to many a Christ-
jan that to have lived during the time of Christ and

heard his teaching and witnessed his miracles would
Leve been a wonderful experience. Just think! The
Son of God in person! Seeing his power, his mir-
acles, his authority! ;

We stand amezed at the display of miracles
which he did. e could speak the diseasecd back
to health, touch the mutilated bodies back to
full usefulness. le exercized command over the
elements and even defied the power of the grave
by resurrecting the dead.

0n one oceasion when giving consolation to
his disciples, who vaguely understood his leav-
ing them, he said"Verily, verily, I say unto you,
e that believeth on me, the works that I do shall
he do also; and greater works than these shall he
do; because I go unto my Father". Ju, 1k:12. -In
view of Curist's great works, how could we,his
disciples, possibly do greater works than ne did?

First, let's note the primary purrose of his
work. It was to make believers, John records in
chapter 20, verse 30, 31, "And many other signs
truly did Jesus in the presesce of his disciples,
which are not written in this book: But these
are written, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing
ye might heve life through his pame." Although
the Lord perforried many wonderful works, they in
end of themselves were related to this life, a life
which is voth preparatory and transitory. The
miracles of the Lord gave a temporary satisfaction
to the receivers, but this was of little cons-
equence compared to the lasting satisfaction ob-
tained by belief in Christ and hope in an eternal
1ife. All his works were aimed to bring men unto
belief and obedience in lim,

Tt is difficult for man whose experiences are
limited to fleshly life to comprehend the mag-
nitude of Godis redemutive. plan, the salvation

of our soul in a never ending éternity. This plan
took priority from man's earliecst existance and v~
folded down through the ages to the coming of a sa-
vior in the world. We today, as followers of Him
have been given the power and suthority to contiaue
his teaching and reach every soul possible with His
gaving message. 3

In speeking about our ability to perform
greater works than He, our Lord must have visualiz-
¢d our usefulness in delivering souls from eterral
dontn. James writes in chapter 5, verse 20, "Let
pim know, that he which converteth the sinner from
the error of his wav, shall save a soul from death,
sr.d shall hide a multitude of sins". The greatest
miracle of all can be accomplished by a disciple of
the Lerd in 1ifting a sinsick scul from the pits of
hell unio a realm of "spiritual blessings in heaven-
1y plazcea in Chtist Jesus".

Think of the appreciation and thanksgiving
civen to cur Lord when he healed fleshly bodies
tiat were to be of short duration at best. Can we
vigualize a convert thanking us throughout eterni'y
vor brisging unto him the saving knowledge of God's

wessage?
D. H.

Cont. from page 1

But quickly took his Mother's broom,
So she might sit and rest awhile,
And cleaned and tidied up the room
And rocked the baby with a smile,

Though not a word of love was said,
How . do you think their mother guessed
That night when all were safe in bed
Who was the one that loved her best?

—~Selected



NEJS AND NOTES

ALL TEACHERS .... Remenber the teacher‘s:meeting
scheduled this evening at 6 ofclock, This is an

important meeting, so be sure t» attend, The child=

renis clags will meet at é this evening also se.
that all parents who are teachers can attenad.

The men's fellowship is to be this Friday evening
at the Heribage House in Ft. Wayne, Brother Ji@
smith, minister of the Donmoyer Ave, congregation
in South Bend is to be the visiting speaker. The
subject is "Vacation Bible School",

The Michigan Christian College cbdrus i? scheduled
to be at the Garretl congregation building on Tues-~
day evening, March 24 at 7:30, Everyene is invited
to attend.

There is to be a Personal Vork Clinic at the Don=
moyer Ave church building on April 4. Several noted
speakers are on the program, We'!ll have more on
this later.

GOSPEL MFETING 1s just one month away. Brother

.- James Meadows of Jackson, Term, is 1o be preach=

ing, Remember--== Keep Dates April 16 to 22 open

+o attend every evening. Also plan ahead to bring
others with you.

We are glad to have our college girls back home
with us for a few days. They have to return on

the 23rd.

Thanks to those who are pinch hitting for brother
Gleseke in the pulpit today. Te wish brothe? Gies-
ke a speedy Trecovery from his recent operation.

Tarl Gieseke
Route #4, Box L6
lagrange, Indiana L6761
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Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 Ae M.
Worship Scrvice 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Service T7:00 P, M.
Thursdey Evening Bible Study T:30 P. M,
Earl Gieseke, Minister -~ "Do what you can today,
405 South Townline Road you may not be here to-
Route #4, Box 46 morrow."”

LaGrange, Indiana LETEL : Selected
Teiephone No. 463-3571
1 gave something away today.
That cannot come back to me;
It was something only I can gives
But I can never see.
It cost me such & little bit,
I think I shall give nmoreg
For though I give away a lot,
I will not exhaust my store.
I'1]1 give more away tomorrow,
To ecach one that I see;
For when I give a smile away,
A different one comes back to mé.
E.E.G,




GIVING AS A SIGN OF CHARACTER
Giving As & Sign Of Character

The exact translation of this verse suggests
not occasional giving, but constant and syste=-
ratic giving. The Patural feeling for riches
is to love them for tneir own sake, and to
hoard them because our rejoicing is in them.,
The Chrigitan's *triudph wver riches Is'to
regard them aes they are; a trust of God,
and to use them in his service.

A person goes wrong when he, like the
rich farmcr, says: These are mine! A ¢chris-
tian stays right when he understands that it
is "requireg of a steward that they be found -
faithful.” The Christian is like a spring
fed river that runs into the desert and is
used up, and yet there is always an abundance
. of water at the source. The unfaithful are
like the sea intc which pure fresh water
flows; but having no outlet the water stays, All
211 that is lost is that which of neceessity,
nust evapcrate. The remaining water becomes
like the water already present--—salty and
stagnant, and unfit for.use for any purposc.

Our giving is & sign of our service to
Cod. It is not the lergeness, but the ab-
undance of the gift that is important. I%
is not so much the amount of the giving in a
lifetime, but the condidtency of the giving.
it is cur way of working for God. God,
in whom we live and move and have our belng,
surely has some expectation from his own.

Ve can not expect the giving to be a oOne-

vay street! We lock to God for air, water
and light; should we not give some regard

to his receiying from us?

Cur giving is a sign of our sympathy
with the poor. We may sometimes feel that
ve are not too "well-offf in relation to
rany; but we do not answer to God for
the multitude, but for ourself. The Bible

tells us that "the poor we always have with
us." Our civilization tends to make the rich
richer and the poor more poor. This gives us
the opportunity to practice the art of giving
without expectation of receiving something in
réturn. 1f we only "give in order to get then
our purpose is wrong.

In our world we are of 2ll nations most bl-
esscd. Yet, even in our own nation it is no hard
thing to find people living in the squalor of
poverty and distress. Men are born with physical
and mental handicaps; others are brought on by
various things. If you have been blessed with
cood health, be thenkful, If you or your child-
ren have never known the pangs of starvation--
then be mindful of the fact that it is only due
to the mercy of God that you are an American in-
stead of a Migerian starving due to a civil wars

Giving is a sign of a limited hold on the
world. Compare the Christian end the man who is
possessed by his possessions. The Christian is
"passing through this worlg' on his way to an
"upper and better kingdom." The worldling grips
this world's riches hard; but God will say, "Thou
fool, this‘'night thy soul will be required of
thee!l" Which one of these men  would you rather
be? The choice is yours to make!l

Giving is a sign of a mean's like-mindedness
with God., He giveth to all men liberally, and
upbraideth not. When we have learned to give be-
vond measure of our time,talents and money we
have attained a little more of the character of
God. When we do these things without "sgudaing
2. trumpet" our giving will be a blessing to us.

Eo Eo Ga
#* * * *- *

Why grumble because roses have thorns? Be
thankful the thorns have roses.,




NEWS AND NOTZS

Tt 1s good to have the Herr's back from Florida
and we hope that they can attend services regu=~
larly. Also we enjoyed the visit of the college
girls for the past week., We wish then God's ™
blessings as they return to school,

Several important meetings are coming up:

1, Our gospel meeting with James Meadows Apr.
16 through 22nd. The report we get from those
who ¥now him say he is one of the best,

2, A Personal Work Clinic at Donmoyer Ave,
church building on April 4, time, 10 to 3 p.m.

3, VBS, The teachers met last Sunday evening
and plans are being laid for the best Vacation
Bible School Lagrange has ever had,

Remember that this Tuesday evening the Michigan
Christian College chorus will present a program
at the Garrett church building at 7:30 p,m, If
youlve never heard them you'd be inspired by
their performance.

Sister largaret Tuttle has been 111 with the
£1u this past week. Also DeeDee missed some

days of school, Also Brian Hoggatt is home with
a cold., Perhaps the sunny days which we see occas
fonally will get to be the rule soon and welll
have everyone back to services,

Glad to see brother Gieseks getting back to nor-
mal healtiwise and preaching again, Thanks to
all the men who gave good lessons in his place.

Farl Giescke
Route #4, box 46
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRANGE
CEURCH.- 0P| EERISE
EXHORTER

March 22, 1970

Schedule of Reguler services

Sunday Mcrning Bible Study 9:30 A. M,
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Services T7:00 P, M.
Thursday Fvening Bible Study T:30 Pe M,

Earl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box k6
LaGrange, Indiana L6761
Telephone No. L63-35T1

THE MAN IN THE GLASS
by Dale Wimbrow

When you get what you want in your struggle for gain
And the world makes you king for a day,

Just go te the mirror and loock at yourself

And see what that man has to say!

It isn't your father or mother or wife

Who judgment upon you must pass; !
The one whose verdict counts most in your life
Is the man staring back in the glass,

He's the one you must satisfy beyond all the rest,
Tor he's with you right up to the end;

Ané you will have passed your most difficult test
Wnen the man in tie glass is your friend.

Yeu mey be the one who got a good break,
And think you're a wonderful guy;
But the man in the glass scys you're only a fake
If you can't look him straight in the egye.
(cont. page three)
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GOD'S WILL OR MINE?

I once read about a son who had received an
inheritance of farmland from his father. Before
his father died, he instructed his son how he want-
ed him to build a home and some other buildings on
one particuler area of land. His will included
building & home with a garage next to it, a large
barn right back of the house with other necessary
buildings clustered around the barn. His will also
stipulated the buildings be gsituated on an acre of
ground exactly in the center of the farmland., After
the deceese of the fethen the son set about to
build the buildings. The son reasoned, "the place=
ment of the new .home with the garage next to it,
the barn out back and the other buildings clustered
around them 211 sound. like a good idea to me,
so I'11 position them this way. But, I don't see
the need to place the buildings on the center acre,
so T1 just plen to build all of the buildings on
a corner acre of land? So he did.

The question we might ask 1is, "in how nany
perticular instances did the son obey the father's
will? The answer is none. The son obeved his own
will in all instances. The fact that his Wwll, a-
greed with his father's in most details wes purely
coincidental and was not done simply because the
father said so.

When a person desires the approval of God,
his motives become all important, Do we obey God
because he 1is God end we believe His will is best
for us? There are untold millicns of people that
live respectably because it seems that thet is the
best way to live and get along with other pecple.
A much smeller number might profess a bellef in God
and give respect to his word as len;; 85 it's under-
stendable end agrees with their thinking, Put
how meny are motivated from a pure desire to obey
God because "Le said so"? According to God's

word these are the only ones that lie regards as His
feithful children. All others are simply making a
fair show, doing their own thing, getting nowhere.

The apostle Paul said this in a similar way
in I Cor. 13 when he ‘stated that all of our good
works must be done from a pure motive of love.
If any other motive is behind our good works, they
will not be credited unto us by our Father in heaven,
"we have already received our reward". The motive
of "love" and"because God said so" are really one
in the seame. Jesus said, "if ye love me, keep my
commandments. Jesus was God's son sent to do God's
will and to communicate God's message. If we
truly love Jesus, our Savior, we'll obey God Just
as Jesus did.

When we obey God because it is God's will, we
put complete trust in him. We believe that we have
forgiveness of past sins, because he said so. Acts
5:35, We have the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse
us from daily sins because he seid so! John 1:7.

We have the promise of his presence Heb. SRS
vietory over temptation, I Cor..10:13, and above
all, the promise of salvation, John 3:16., The
trust we place in God and the work we do for him
will never be in vain., The apostle Paul gives en~
coureging words when he said, "Therefore, my belov-
¢d brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
ebounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
Ligars, 1505 %.

D. H.

{Continued from front page)

You may fcol the whole world down the pathway o yexs
And get pats on the back as you pass;

But ycur final reward will be the heartaches and tears,
If you've cheated the man in glass.



NEWS AND NOTES

We are having a dinner in the now ¢lassroon
(south classroom) following services today, If
you didn't lmow about this ov didn't tring any-
thing for it, please come aryway. Ve desire the
wondexrful fellwwship of the get-togethers first
and foremost, If there is not an abundance of
food( Which I doubt) it will keep us from get-
ting hungry until we get home,

Some leaflets of the coming gospel mesting are
in the vestibule. Please $ake as many of these as
you need and distribute then. April 16th is get~
ting close and much is to be done in the way of
advertisment.

Notice that the leaflets give April 19 thru 22
as the meeting date, This 43 because a decision
was made to use the first three nights for s
church nessage only, the subject of Personal
Fvangslism, Brother Meadows bas #ritten some
bocks on this subject and should challenge us

in this vital area.lLet's n:t mins a single night,
Vch is 4in store for the interested Christian,

The Huntington church wantec us to announce a
meeting beginning there April I through the 5th.
The gnest preacher is Pat Andrews.

Remember the Personal Tvangolism workshop next
Saturday at South Bend, Donmoyer Ave, Begins at
10, concludes at 3:15 p.m.

An =nnomeement from Kendzllville says that the
Sacred Selecticn Quartet will present a poogram
at the church bldg. at 2230 p,m,

Tarl Gicsexe
R LfLL:Qe # -.; P Box s'|.6
Lagrange, Indiana 46761

LAGRAUNGE

CHURCH - 0F CHRIST
EXHYORTER

March 29, 1970

Schedule of Regular Services

Sunday Morning Bible Study 9:30 A. M.
Worship Service 10:30 A. M.
Evening Worship Service T:00 P. M,
Thursday Evening Bible Study T:30 P, M,

Harl Gieseke, Minister
405 South Townline Road
Route 4, Box U6
LaGrange, Indiena L6761
melephone MNo. 463-3571

WLLERE LOES TuE LORD COME IN YOUR BUDGET

First, second, third, or last? Many people are
honestly seeking = plan by which they may give to
the Lord with confidence that the amount they are
giving is accepteble., May we suggest some practical
ideas which we believe will help??

1. First, this principle must be understood and
believed: "But seek ye first the kingdom, 2nd his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added
unto you." Matt. 6:33,

2. Secondly, the Lord dces require e plan,

"Iet each man do according as he has purposed in
nis heart." 2 Cor. 9:7.

3, Decide on 2 dsfinite percentage. Do this
before figuring everything else.

L, Set aside that money every time you get
paid, The Lord comes first,

5. Give it every Lords dey. If prospered any-
thing, the Lord must receive something., I cor, 6 42,

6, Give regularly whether sick, ovt f o

Or any emnergency.
May God help us to give this matter preyecful
consideration.




"The Trve beaning of Church iembership”

By Carl Spain, anPessor of Bible
Abilene Christian Collegc

The ideal description and true purpose of
menbership in the Church cf the lew Testament
ig found in Paul's words, "e, bein; meny,
are one body in Christ, and every one menrbers
one of ancther" (Romung 12:5).

" Ideally. the ¥ody of Christ has but one
soul (Acts L:32) and ore mind (2 Cor. 13:11).
Tre phrase "ome another" is a divine key to
the meaning of mermbership in the Church for
which Jesus pave, and continues to give, lilne
self,

Read closely as .e speaks to us alout
our involvement with each other in the
evangelistic, edifying and encouracing fellow-
ship ealled the Church of Christ:

"Worbearing one encther, and forgiving
ore ancther. . . . even as Cuarist forgave
you" (Col. 3 13); "Bear yc one another's
purdens, and so fulfill the low of Christ"
(Gal. 6:2); "Confess ycur faulis onc to an-
other, and pray one¢ for another, that yec nay
be healed" (Jas. 5:16); "spezakiar cns to an-
other in psalms and hyuas and spiritual songs™
(Eph. 5:12); "be subject on¢ to znciher, and
zird yourselves with humilily 1o scerve one
aniother"(1Pcter 5:5); "and let ws consider
one another to provoke unho love cud good
werks: not forssking the asseniling of
owrselves togelher, . . but exhoriing oue
another" (Heb., 10:24-25); "Greet one an~
other with an holy kiss" (Cor. 13:12);

"Seeing that ye have purified ycur souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeirned love of the brethr:n, sce that
ye lcve one anoter with a pure heart fer-
vently”' (1Pet., 1:22); "By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye

have love one to ancther" (John 13:35).

In light of the sbove, listen further: "le
that loveth his brother abideth in the lignt"

(1 John 2:10); "if we walk in the lishit, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one with an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John 1:7).

Finally, brethren, "stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind striving together for the faith of
the gospel” (Phil. 1:27). This is the meaning of
fellowship in Christ, "from whom the whole body
fitly framed and nﬂlt together ty that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectuasl work-
ing in the pessure of every part, meketh the in-
crease of the body unto the building up of it-

self in leve," and "in whom all the building fitly
framed together 5r0Jeth into an holy temple in the
Lord: in whom ye 2lsc are builded together for an
hebitation of God through the Spirit" (Eph. L:16
end 2:21-22),
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THARKK GOD FOR LITTLE THINGS

TherE you, God
for little things
that often come our way=—--
The things we take for granted
but don*t mention when we pray--
The unexpected courtesy,
the thoughtful, kindly deed--
A hand reached out to help us
in the time of sudden need=-=-
Oh make us more awere, dear God,
of little daily graces
That come to us
with "sweet surprise"
from never-dreamed-of places.

lHelen Steinor Hice




