FOWER_CF _INFLUENCE

In a little cemetry stands a white stone marking the grave of a dead
little girl, and on the stone are chisel®ed the words, "A child of whom
her playmates said, 'It was easier to be good when she was with usi'" Who
can estimate the worth of a life?

Perhaps we better understand the teaching of Christ, "Verily, (truly) I
say unto you, Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." (ltt. 18:3) "Ye are the salt
of the earth but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be
salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to
be trodden under foot of men," "Ye are the light of the world; a city
that is set on a hill cannot be hid ..." "Iet your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your father which is
in heaven." (litt, 5313-16),

You, my friend, have the wonderful power of influence. Use it ‘wisely,
that others might walk aright in the light you leave behind.

-Selected

i.. .« « TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
WE INVITE YOU TO S By

Matt. 28:19-20

Sunday - Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship  6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
f e 1 Permit
PLAN OF SALVATION Ohureh ol CRes LaGrange, IN
& R.R.5, Box 15 0

LaGrange, Ind.?6761

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
John 8:24 Matt. 10:32, 33
Heb. 11:6 Rom. 10:2. 10
Mark 16:16 Acts 8:37
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WE INVITE YOU TO BE OUR GUEST

You visit 1s as a welcomed and respected guest. At the close of the
sermon, those wishing to become Christians are ijvited to step to the
front. Never is anyone singled our for public attention.

Since our purpose is to be governed in all things by the Bible alone,
our worship consists of only those items which were part of the worship
of the church of the New Testament. Each Lord's Day we sing and pray,
partake of the Lord's Supper, preach God's Word for our instruction,
and give of our means,

We believe that friendliness is a natural attitude among people who
truly love God. Our visitors always receive a warm welcome. We truly
hope you will accept our invitation to attend our services., It will be
a pleasure to have you.

The confusion of the religious world today is far different from the
unity enjoyed by the early Christians. Loyalty to traditioralism and
distinctive names divide men religiously. Surely, such loyalties are
contrary to the scriptures. We have no sectarian organization or name,
doctrine, or creed. Thus, following the teaching of Christ and His
Apostles, we are simply Christians - it is the only name by which we
are known. ~Selected and Adapted

2. REPENT OF SINS
Luke 13:3, 5
Acts 2:38
Acts 17:30

4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Rom. 6:1-6
Gal. 3:26, 27
1 Pet. 3:21

5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH

1 Cor. 15:58

Rev. 2:10 )

ELDERS j ‘DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

EVANGELIST
Norman Herron

Norman Herron - 463-3571
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485




PATIENCE

Christians shotld be very patient with one another when one is strugg-
ling to over come a weakness in his life, The struggle against sin is a
continuing battle. We are to bear with one another in this struggle, to
be patient and longsuffering. If a brother or sister has a particular
problem and is sincerely trying to wrestle with it we must be willing to
forgive 70 times 7 times, That is an awful lot, yet we must be patient,
for by patience many a victory is won.

On the other hand whenever a brother or sgister cheats, tries to live
like the world part of the time and be a Christian a nother part of the
time, that person needs urgent attention., None profess to attain to the
high standard of Christ, but all must profess to be committed to it, and
demonstrate this commitment by their efforts to overcome sin, Nothing is
more destructive to the vigor and power of the gospel than hypocrisy. Per-
haps the extreme punishment administered to Annanias and Saphira was to
teach us the importance of this. (dcts 5)

To the sincere person who is struggling, the church must extend the
strong arm of forgiveness repeatedly, but the insincere cheater needs to
be made aware of the wrath of the Lord., There are few influences that are
more powerful at persuading people of the value of the gospel than the
sincere, earnest Christian, who doesn't claim to be perfect, but who does
sincerely, steadfastly seek to live as CHrist teaches men to live.

~Ted Waller

ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP GATHERED THOUGHTS

There are some who are, because

of conditions beyond their con=-
trol, unable to assemble with the
saints when the Lord's Supper is
eaten; and because of that, arr-

a ngements are made for a later ob-

servance on that day., But it is
exceedingly that the Lord will ac-
cept the worship of those who del-
iberately neglect the regular ser-
vice in order to do their own bid-
ding, This should cause those who
want some extra sleep, to visit
or engage in pursuits of pleasure,
to examine more closely the word
of the Lord. (Jas. 2:10; 4:17)

~Ieglie G, Thomag

* A good man does not hestitate to
omn he has been wrong. He takes
comfort in knowing he is wiser to-
day than he was yesterday,

* Blessed is the men who digs a
well from which another may draw
faith,

¥ It is easier to say a good thing
about a bad fellow than to say a
bad thing about a good fellow.

* To really enjoy religion, one
must first have it, then use it!

THE RECCRD
WK.OF B.S. Mor. NITE WED. Cont.
9/30 189 217 112 86 $880.35

WHAT I WANT
AND HOW I CAN GET IT

I want the congregation to rad-
iate a wholesome influence in the
community; therefore, I can set
an example of a wholesome life.

I want the strangers who visit
the servieces to feel welcome;
therefore, I can put forth a big
effort to be friendly toward all.

I want the leaders of the chur-
ch to have the support and appre-
ciatdon of the congregation; so I
can assure them of my cooperatdon
in all the works that are planned.

I want the congregation to meet
all of its financial obligations
promptly; therefore, I can give

my money regularly and generously,

I want the congregation to grow;
therefore, I can dedicate myself
to the high task of winning souls
to Christ.

I want the congregation to thr-
ive 1in its 1love for Christ and
others; therefore, I can joyfully
demonstrate my love for Christ in
all of my associations.

Of course, if I don't do much
of anything, I can't have the
things I want, ~Bill Gipson

GOSPEL MEETING October 14~19 at

Elkhart with Don
House of Flint Mi. preaching. The
time is 7:30 each evening., Attand
if possible,

[T.U.D, TS COMINGY WATCH FOR IT}]

NURSING HOME SINGING This Sunday
evening at
both Nursing Homes. Merry lManor

4:30. IaGrange 5:10

WEIL ATTENDED The Singing 1last

Sunday evening and
the fellowship afterward was well
attended.

NO TEACHER TRAINING CIASS Sunday
because
of the Nursing Home services,

NEW CLASSES The Daniel class on
Tuesday had 31 pre-
gent; the Teacher Training class
last Sunday evening had 28 in at-
tendance. Keenagers had 58 pre-
sent last Thursday. The YOUNG A-
DULTS are studying the book of
Hebrews with Norm Herron. The 0ld-
er Adults will begin "Some Rules
Of Bible Study" October 1l4th. The
len's Class on Wednesday evening
1s starting a "My God and My Ser-
vice" class Oct, 3rd. AND another
FISHER'S OF MEN class begins Fri-
day morning 9 a.ms October 5th at
the church building for 10 weeks.
with Darrell O'Rourke of Naper-
ville, Il1l. directing it. Attend
any of these that are for youl

AWAY Paul and Geneva will be with

the 43rd Street church in
Bradenton, Fl. this week. They
will return Saturday.

In hogpital Carry Gagkill has
been in hospital a few days this

past week,




HOW COULD YOU

Some months ago a traveler through lMontgomery Al. stopped for gasoline/
Unbeknowing to him his wife departed the car. When the attendant finished
filling and servicing the car the man left his wife and drove for 5 hours
before he realized that he had left her. Ve are amazed and bewildered/
How could he do such a thing? T

But wait! Do we not follow such a pattern of action often, and without
even realizing it? God knew the fraility of man. Therefore, He said to
Israel,"When the Lord thy God shall have brought thee into the land which
He sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give
thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildest not, and houses full of
all good things, which thou fillest not, and wells digged, which thou dig-
gest not, wvineyard and olive trees, which thou plantest not; when thou
shalt have eaten and be full; then beware lest thou forget the Lord;which
brought thee forth out of this land of Egypt, from the house of bondage."

How eagy we forget.

Hast thou forgotten? -Curtis Sampley

WE INVITE YOU . . . TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US

A GOING CHURCH
Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR

Sunday

Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
(’_ -ﬁ\ Church of Christ Pormit
PLAN OF SALVATION A.R. 5 Box 15 LlGn:‘ga. IN
LaGrange, ind. 46761

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST
John 8:24
Heb. 11:6
Mark 16:16

3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
Matt. 10:32, 33
Rom. 10:2. 10
Acts 8:37

2. REPENT OF SINS 4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

Luke 13:3, 5 Rom. 6:1-6
Acts 2:?3 Gal. 3:26, 27
Acts 17:30 1 Pet. 3:21

5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH
1 Cor. 15:58

\ Rev. 2:10 )

ks

i ""’CH_URCH OF CHRIST,

October 1979
A °F o

ARCHECLOGY AND THE BIBIE

Do you beleive that the Garden of Eden wasa real place? We often
hear this question or one like it in regard to many places, persong
and events recorded in the Bible. Somehow, many have come to believe
that, for one reason or another, the Bible is an untrustworthy book,

It is true that we cannot precisely locate the Garden of Eden to-
day, but it is equally true that its location 1s generally referred
to in the book of Genesis. We are told in the second chapter of Gen-
sis that four rivers were in and about the area. One of those rivers
is said to encompass the whole land of Ethiopia. Another of the riv-
ers was named Hiddekel, which is the ancient name for the Tigris. A
third river is said to be the Euphrates. The only conclusion is that
the Garden of Eden lay somewhere within the Tigris and Euphrates Val-
ley; this area, of course, being Mesopotamia which means the area be~
bween the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.

The geographical cueg in the book of Genesis which relate to other
more demonstrable placeg and events lends credence to the view that
the Garden of Eden is also historical and should be literally under-
stood so. -Selected

DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

“ELDERS

Norman Herron - 463-3571
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485

EVANGELIST

Norman Herron




DO_YOU HAVE A PRAYER LIST?

Have you ever considered what the Bible says about what and for whom we
should pray? Have you ever made a list of specific things and persons
which you will remember in your daily prayer? If not, would you consider
compiling one, using the following suggestions? -

1. FORGIVENESS OF SINS. "And forgive us our sins..." (Luke 11:4)

2. PERSONAL CLEANSING. "Create in me a clean gpirit, O God; and renew a
right spirit within me." (Ps. 51:10)

3. VICTORY OVER TEMFTATION, "Watch and pray that ye enter not into tempt-
ation: the spirit indeed is willing,but the flesh is weak.," (it . 26:41)

L« OUR FERSONAL NEEDS. "Give us this day our daily bread," (it. 6:11)

5. OUR ENEMIES. "Love your enemies...and pray for them which despitefully
use you and persecute you.) (Ut. 5:44)

6. ALL MEN, ESFECIALLY RUIERS. "I exhort, therefore...that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; for kings
and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peace=-
able 1life in all godliness and honesty." (1 Tim., 2:1-2)

7. RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. "For this thing I besought the Lord thrice,
that it might depart from me." (2Cor.12:7=10) also see James 5:14=15

8. WISDOM IN FACING FROBLENS., "If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God who giveth to all men liberally ... and it shall be given him."
(James 1:5)

9. ADDITIONAL LABORERS IN GOD'S VINEYARD, "Pray ye to the Lord...that he
send forth laborers into His harvest." (litt. 9:38)

10,ONE ANOTHER, "... and pray one for another ..." (James 5:16)

11,0UR MISSIONARIES. "Brethren, pray for us also." ( 1Thess 5:25%

12.THE SUCCESS OF GCD'S WORD and WORK, "Finally, brethren, pray for us
that the word of God may have free course and be glorified."

EVOLUTION? Maybe people did ascend from animals - because some church

members are as stubborn as IULES about church work, sly as a
FOX in their business deals, busy as BEES spreading the latest gossip and
quiet as a IIOUSE in spreading the gospels They have eyes like a HAWK to
see fault in others, and mean as a SNAKE when they don't get their way.
They are as eager as a BEAVER about barbecues, but lazy as a DOG about
prayer meeting. They are noisy as CROWS between worship and Bible study,
but slow as a SNAIL in church visitation programs. Ilfany are night OWIS
on Saturday night, and BEDBUGS on:Sunday morning, Some are as slippery as
EEIS on Sunday afternoon, and scarce as HEW'S teeth on Sunday night.

FGR_THE RECGRD

WK.GF B.S. Mor. Nite Wed. Cont.
10/7 161 193 102 81 $820.10

Those added to the Lord - 14

VISITCRS Visiting with us last
week: Mr.&Mrs. James Mcalpin,Day-
ton, Ch; Mr.&Mrs. Pete Graves,
Muskegon, Mi.;Mr.d&Mrs.Thomas Han-
son, Wadsworth, Il.: Mr.& Mrs.Ed
Moore, Lagrange.

_ SYMPATHY Word was received about

the passing of Shirley Hall, bro-
ther of the late Martin Luther
Hall. Sis. Nannie Hall is in Chio
for the funeral.

SICK Paul McDonnald, husband to
sis. Nancy, suffered a heart at-
tack and was rushed to the Goshen
hospital. He is out of intensive
care and recovering slowly.

Sis. Carrie Gaskill was releas-
ed Monday from Lagrange hospital,
She wishes to thank the church far
the visits; cards, prayers and
plant during her illness.

NEEDED Volunteers to help clean
The church building for the next
3 to 4 monthS..... Babysitter at
church building Friday morn. from
9-11:30 for.those taking the Hsh-
ers Gf Men training class.

AWAY THIS WEEK Paul & Geneva

Himes are visiting in Florida.Al-
so, Dean and Thelma attended the
lectureship at-gichigan Christian

College. They are staying with Kent
and Debbie, who are expecting this
month,

AREA FELLGWSHIP The church inKen-..
dallville is hosting an area £llow-
ship and singing on Sat., Cct.13 at
6:30 pem..Those attending are asked
to bring a salad or desert dish and
they will furnish the meat and bev-
erages. Let's support this effort to
revive fellowship among churches in
Northeast Indiana.

TRAINING CLASS The Fishers Cf
Men class got off to a good start
last Friday. Those taking theclass
are Clayton & (live Langston, Zog
Herr, Pat Lee, Hazel Miller, Jeff
& Sally Mead, Diane Martin, Thelma
Hoggatt and Merilyn Herron. Teach-
er is Darrell G'Rourke from Naper-
ville, Ill.

THREE UNUSUAL, DAYS CUMING UP - IN|
NCVEMBER - WATCH FOR IT. -

TEACHERS CLASS Starts again this
EEEEEE_E;ET_Ei 5. Three more ses-
sions are scheduled - Cet. 14,21&
28, attandance is £ood. Don*tmiss
any remaining session!

DON T CRIPPLE
THE CHURCH BY:

ABSENTEEISM
INDIFFERENCE
STINGINESS
IGNCRANCE
LOVELESSNESS



THE VISIT =~

One day I rang a doorbell
In a determined sort of way:
'Twas not a lengthy visit
There wasn't much to say.

I don't remember what I said.
It matters not I guess ...
I found a heart in hunger,

WHY USE_YOUTH?

Tt is the duty of the church to

put its young people to work. The
church must provide opportunities
for young people to serve, Why
should we use our youth? Dr. Roy
B. Zuck angwere this question by
giving these reasons:

le To hold their interest in the

church.

A soul in distress. 2. To develop their talents and
leadership abilities.
He said I came from heaven. 3, To teach them to take respons-
And often wondered why ibilities.
He said I came to see him Le To give them a sense of belong-
When no other help was nigh. ing.
5. To relate to them in specific
It meant a lot to me ways to the local church.
To knock on a visitor*s door 6. To channel thelr desire to
And it meant heaven to him serve the Lord.
And God's peace evermore. 7. To promote their spiritual growth.
WE INVITE YOU . . . TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
A GOING CHURCH
Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship  6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
a :
Church of Christ 4 Tl
PLAN OF SALVATION R.R. 5, Box 15 LaGrange, N
LaGrange, Ind. 46761

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
John 8:24 Matt, 10:32, 33

Heb. 115 Rom. 10:2, 10
LUMEKIENE . ... AdsB3
2. REPENT OF SINS 4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Loke 1335 Rom. 6:14
Acis 298 Gal. 3:2612m5.

Acts 17:30 1 Pet. 3:21

‘5. - FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH -
1 Cor. 15:58

\ Rev. 2:10 )

October 21, 1979

e Zaqfwmqe .

Y CHURCH OF CHRIST =<

t‘he 7] IJ' EFET I T “

Fj]ld‘ R

Psalms 92:12 "The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree: he

shall grow like a cedar in Iebanon."

These trees are not trained and prun ed by man, Palm and cedar
are "trees of the Lord," and it is by hls care that they flourish.Even
so it is with the saints of Jehovah, they are his own care. These
trees are evergreen and they are beautiful objects at all seasons of
the year. Believers are not sometimes holy and sometimes ungodly. They
gtand in the beauty of Jehovah under all weathers. Everywhere these
trees are noteworthy. No one can gaze upon landscape in which there
are either palms or cedars without his attention being fixed upon
these royal growths. The followers of Jesus are the observed of all,
the observers. They are like a city set upon a hill - they cannot be
hidden.

The chi:ld of God flourishes like a palm tree,which pushes all of its
strength upward in one erect column without a single branch, It is a
pillar with a glorious capital. It has no growth to the right or to
the left, but sends all its forces: heavenward, and bears fruit as near
the sky as possible., ILord, fulfill this type in usl

The cedar braves all storms, and grows near the eternal snows, the
Lord himself f£illing it with the sap which keeps its heart warm and
its boughs strong. Lord, so let it ever be with us, I pray thee. Amen

-Richard Rogers

. das

DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

- .ELDERS
Norman Herron - 463-3571

Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485

EVANGELIST

Norman Herron



"I COUIDN!T FIND A SECT TO FIT MY THINKING"

Some time ago I heard a man say, "I was thinking about going into the
ministry, but I couldn't find a sect to fit my thinking." This statement
struck me as expressing the attitude of so many peoples. The general at-
titude does not seem to be, what is God's thinking, and how I can bring
my life into harmony with it? But rather, how can I bring God into harm-
ony with my thinking, Julius Caesar, is credited with saying, "Men free-—
ly believe that which they desire."

lian seems to forget that he was made in the image of God, instead he
wants to make God into the image of man. Rather than saying,"Take my life
O Father, mold it," man seems to be saying, "God, come down to my level
and let me mold you." Recognizing that we are made in the image of God,
and that God expects gpteat things of His creation, elevates mankind and
rejoices when man does advance to & higher plane. Trying to make God in-
to the image of man and remold Him to fit our thinking degrades and brings
down the human race in general.

There is an important reason why we should strive to know and follow
the thoughts of God. Isaiah states it this way: "Seek the Lord while he
may be found, calling upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts;let him return to the Lord,
that he may have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abindantly par-
don. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts." Isa.55:6=9

When man follows hbs own thinking and his own ways he never gets any
higher than this old sin-cursed earth. To rise above this level he must
think the thoughts of God as revedled in the inspired word, the Bible,
and follow the Word of God revealed through the only begotten Son.

Solomon says of man, "As he thinketh in his heart, so is he." lian has
the choice of thinking his own thoughts and following hihs own ways and
being lost eternally, or thinking the thoughts of God and following the
Way of God and being saved eternally. Which way are you following?

Benny L. Stephens

_ WE NEED TO GO TO THE BIBIE
You can always f£ind s

excuses for not doing f_"*"JmK FOR our opinions
the things you do not |“§“““ Yy instead of WITH
want to do. : vy our opinions.

i o e — ———

THE RECORD

Bible StUdy Seostsrssnnsnnaee 159
Worship Ve B e ess O b b ®Ar e 196
BYenINE". s L iitse ih osssssunbis 204
Wednesday Night .cveevveesaas 100
Contributlion ceeeesceeee $ 892445

T,U.D. IS COMINGI Three Unusual
Days of ine
creasing in GRACE, FAITH,NUMBERS,
WORKS & GIVING." "You'll want to
be present for eight hours of in-
spirational and motivational in-
struction from God's Word by
God's man, Keith Hammond." Each
lesson builds upon the other in
building ourselves to build the
kingdom, NOVEMBER 9, 10, 11}

Friday - You Can Do Itl

Saturday

- One Family Under God, Part I

- One Family Under God, Part II

~ Why Frown, When You Can Smile?

Sunday =

- Pathways to Prosperity, The
Grace of Giving.

- You're Special

THINK THIS OVER

Some folks think they are hone
est; yet they rob God of their
GIVING, rob Christ of their WOR-
SHIP,rob the church of their SER=-
VICE, and rob their children of
their RELIGIOUS BIRTHRIGHT - ALL
BY NOT GOING TO CHURCH

# A smile on the face 1s worth
two in the heart.

HALIOWEEN PARTY at Jim Pieratt's
for all Saturday
October 27th 5:30 -~ 8:00, Comel

WEINER ROAST For Young Adults at
church building this

Saturday at 5 o'clock.

QUR SICK FPaul McDonald is now at

home after a stay in
hospital with heart attack. Bobby
Hanson, Michelle Hall, Mary Fretz
have been on sick list - Some of
our "Keenagers" were in an auto-
mobile wreck at Ft.Wayne last Sat-
urday. We are happy to say there
were no broken bones,

LAST WEEK'S VISITORS signing our
register

cards last week were: Viola Wenk
of Bradenton, Fl; Ike Hochstetler
of laGrange; Annette Hardman of
Shipshewana; lMichael Walker from
IaGrange; M/M Kenneth McDonald of
IaGrange and Ned Worley, Wolcott=
ville. Come again}

BAPTISM Annette Hartman put on
her Lord in baptism last

Wednesday night. We are happy to

gsee her desire to serve the Lord.

DANIEL CIASS last week had 31
present.

TEACHER'S CIASS 24 attended the
3rd session of

the teacher's class last Sunday
evening., We have scheduled only
5 sessions do don't miss a single
one, COME SUNDAY EVENING AT 5%



THIS REALLY HAPFENED continued -

to, be helful and encouragdng to
all its members. and to take an
active part iy its work, We there=-
fore state our intentions to give
freely of our time, our talents,
and our money in order to fulfill
that obligation."
«+THIS REALLY HAPPENED ... AND
IT SHOUID BE HAPPENING MCRE CFTEN.
via Falo Verde, Arizona Bull.

The Doctor went to see him:
The Preacher didn't go.
The Doctor was sent for;
The Preacher didn't know.
The Doctor, for his going,
Got a big fat check.
The Freacher, for not knowing,
Got it in the neck.

DID YOU?

1. Ever stop to ask yourself if
you really know what your intent-
ions are in 1life?

2. Ever wonder what class you
are in as far as the Lord is con=-
concerned?

3. Bver try to estimate the val-
ue of the soul you might be prone
to condemn.

Le Ever go to a Dbrother whom
you had offended and ask his for-
giveness?

* The man who expects to gp to
heaven should take the trouble to

learn what route will get him there.

WE INVITE YOU . . . TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US

A GOING CHURCH

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes  7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
' : Permit
PLAN OF SALVA.NON Church of Christ LaGrange, IN
R.R. 5, Box 15 P
LaGrange, Ind. 46761

John B:24
Heb. 11:6
Mark 16:16

2. REPENT OF SINS
Luke 13:3, §
Acts 2:38
Acts 17:30

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST

Malt, 10:32, 33
Rom. 10:2, 10
Acts 8:37

4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Rom. 6:1-6
Gal. 3:26, 27
1 Pet. 3:21

October 28, 1979
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THIS REALLY HAPPENED ...

On SundaylMarch 22, 1979 a family placed membership at a church in
Arkansas - hardly significant news. We probably visualize three or
four people walking down the a isle at the singing of the invitation
song, sitting down on the front row, putting their names on a card,
then checking the little blcack down in the corner in front of"To Flace
llembership". They may have done that, but the significent thing is,
they did more. They handed the elders a letter - no, not a letter of
recommendation, but their own letter.

It said, "... We are asking to commit the welfare of our souls to
your care, Althpugh the weakness of the flesh often betrays us, the
prime objective of our lives is obtaining salvetion for ourselves, our
children, and our fellowman, We therefore aks with all sincerity that
you will help us in every possible way to be successful in this endea-
wor, DBesides spirituel food, encouragement and fellowship, we fully
expect that the haelp you give might well take the form of numerous re-
quests to serve, instruction, correction, and if necessary even disci-
pline. With this in mind, we agk that when and if either of us falls
to measure up in a given task that you do not write us off, but help
us grow and as soon as possible try us again, We view membership in
a congregation as an obligation to be subject to its eldership, tp be

(Continued on back)

ELDERS DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

EVANGELIST

Norman Herron

5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH Norman Herron - 463-3571
1 Cor. 15:58 Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
\_ LAt J Devon Hostetler - 463-3485




THE CRISIS OF BEREAVEHENT

Since the pale of death pierces every mortal it is necessary for all of
us to learn how to handle bereavement. I have watched with great admirat-
ion and respect the courage that has borne many a saint through hours of
gorrow., Here is some practical advice I have seen others use in dealing
with grief':

1, EXFRESS YOUR ENCTIONS. It should not be considered a Christian virtue
to be unmoved by the loss of a loved one. There is a difference between
suppressing one's emotions and losing one's self control. The Bible does
not say, "Sorrow not"; but it says, "Sorrow not as others who hdve no
hope" (1 Thess. 4:13). ,

2. SEEK THE ATD OF YOUR FRIENDS. The very presence of friends is an en-
couragement, When Paul neared Rome, the brethren came to meet him and he
"thanked God and took courage" (Acts 28:15).

3. COMPELL YOURSELF TO BE WITH PEOPIE. Your inclination may be to retreat
into the refuge of privacy, but there is a greater need than one realizes
to associate with others. David did ( 2 Sam, 12:19-23),

L+ EXFRESS YOUR FEELINGS WITH WORDS, Talking about it will help you to
accept 1t. If this is done at the outset of bereavement, one will sooner
be able to stabilize his life.

5. AVATL YOURSELF OF SPIRITUAL RESOURCES. Even though you may not have
realized the importance of the scriptures and their comfort, now these
can help iy building your faith. The power of prayer and the peace of God
are very precious possessions.

6. DON'T BROCD OVER WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN. Both Mary and Martha said, "If
thou hadst been here my brother had not died" (John 11:21-32).

7e ACTIVELY PURSUE WORTHWHILE TASKS. Once the inltial shock has been
dealt with, get busy at other things. Resolve like Paul to Mreach forth
unto things which are before! (Phil. 3:13),

8. MAKE CAREFUL AND THOUGHTFUL DECISIONS., Many an individual humps hast-
ily inte deciding the full scope of the future ra ther than waiting until
he has regained a proper perspective of life. Don't get in a hurry. Make
prayerful decisions,

2. INCREASE YOUR TRUST IN GOD. Those who have come through their sorrows
with deeper faith can verify that God who rules over all truly does
make all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28).

After the crisis of grief, you can serve more fully and sympathize more
completely with men of like passions., With Paul you too can thank God for
the comfort received knowing that it has now given you the ability to com~
fort others who are in any trouble (2 Cor, 1:4). ~Hardeman Bichols
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THREE UNUSUAL DAYS!L Share these

coming dates
November 9, 10, 11 (Friday, Satur~
day and Sundayj with others by in-
viting and bringing them to hear
the following lessonst

Friday Night: You Can Do Ttl
Saturday:
~ One Family Under God, Part I
— One Family Under God, Part II
- Why Frown, When You Can Smile?
Sunday
- Pathways to Prosperity,

The Grace Of Giving.
- You're Special

Make +these unusual days for
YOU and THE CHURCH!

AT NTIES, MI. A Teacher's Skill-

gshop will be held
November 2 & 3 (Friday evening
and Saturday morning ~ See Norm
for more details.

GCCD Attendance at the Daniel

class last Tuesday evening
was 34 present - The clasg for
teachers last Sunday evening had
19 present. This Sunday will be
the last session - go attend!

AZTEND EVERY SERVICE OF THE CHURCH

4th SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP immediately
after the

evening service Sunday night.
Bring finger foods.

CONGRATUIATIONS to Dean & Thelma

Hoggatt who be=
came grandparents last Sunday at
the birth of Ryan Blake to Kent &
Debbie Hoggatt, Auburn Heights,li.

TO SFEAK AT KENDALIVILIE Norm will

speak at
Kendallville Sunday morning but be
back Sunday night. Paul Himes will
beespeaking her at ILaGrange Sun-
day morning,

WE_NEED VOLUNTEERS Joe Oakley is

in need of
volunteers this Saturday for can—
vassing for our bus routes. Any-
one of any age is invited to help

VISITORS Grace Ruffolo and Debbie
Murphy of Kenosha, Wisc,
were visitors last Sunday.

THE SICK 0Olive Iangston fell at

home and broke a collar
bone and some ribs. She is home
and taking it easy = Nannie Hall
is 111 with an ulcer attack. She
will be entering Park View hospi-
tal at Ft.Wayne Thursday for add-
itional surgery following an earl-
ier mastgctomy - Becky Sowles is
home from hospital a fter a bout
with croup =- Ryan Worley, Ieigh
McAlpin, Heidi Herron and Carrie
Gaskill have been on sick list.
Pray for our sick.
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FUNNY
Funny how $10,00 looks so big whn you take it to worship but so small
when you take it to the supermarket. Funny how reading the church bull=
etin is a chore, but reading a 30 page newspaper everyday is a habit
you've grown to enjoy.

5% 00

S W

Funny how long and hour is in worship, but how short it is when golfing,
fishing or attending a ball game., Funny how we applaude when the ball- sl
game goes overtime, but we complain #f the worship hour is five minutes
longer than usual,

Funny how laborious it is to read a chapter in the Bible but how easy it
is to read a 300 page novel.

Funny how much difficulty some have 1learning the simple gospel well
enough to tell others, but how simple the same people find subjects that

are much more difficult.
You'll want to be present for eight hours of inspirational and moti-

vational instruction from God's Word by Keith Hammond., Each lesson

Funny how we can't fit a gospel meeting into our schedule with a year to
builds upon the other in building oursleves to build the kingdom.

plan for it, but we’ can agjust it for other events at a moment's notice.

Funny, but there will be some people who won!'t think this is "Funny", DATES: November 9 (Friday) 7:00 Dells
Subject: "You Can Do It"

vi .o DY AND WORSHIP WITH US
WE INVITE YOU TO STU ) e

Matt. 28:19-20

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR November 10 (Saturday)
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Pt o 1 neiulg Sl Tit. 2:11-13 Subjects: One Family Under God (Part I) 9:30-10830 a.m.
One Family Under God (Part II) 10345 - 11345 a.m.
Why Frown, When You Can Smile 7:30 p.m.
November 11 (Sunda
(- PLAN OF SALVATION ) EmrehiEE LaGrenge, IN ( y)
LaGrange, Ind. 46761 i Subject: Pathways To Prosperity, The Grace of Giving,
You're Special - 10:30 a.m.
1. BELIEFIN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
John B:24 Matt, 10:32, 33
Heb. 11:6 Rom. 10:2, 10
Mark 16:16 Acts 8:37
2. REPENT OF SINS 4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Luke 13:3, § Rom, 6:1-6
Acts-Z38 Gal. 3:26, B L e e e o "
Acts 17:30 la,,e:ifnn ' AL ©~" ELDERS ~ DEACONS .
5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH ; Norman Herron - 463-3571 EVANGELIST Perry Miller - 463-3979
1 Cor. 15:38 Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318 Worr 1 & fon Jf)e O'akley - 463-3743
Rev. 2:10 ) Devon Hostetler - 463-3485 Jim Pieratt - 463-2700




e S L STR AND STRENGTH et
2 “Do each of you take the other’ through good: and throngh bad? ' In! sick—-
- ness and in health? In adversity and prosperity?"::: ‘' .....

- I've never said a marriage ceremony that I didn't: breathe a. ailent pray—
. er that there would be lots of good, health,-and prosperity = and not much
of the bad, sickness, and adversity. Yet anyone: 'who has been married
long and happily will testify - that the strongest building blocks have

been hammered out by -adversity.-

~ The marriage is doomed from-the beginning if she whines when she has to
give up some frills she is accustomed to, &nd he gripes when he has to

-work long hours to make ends meet. Weathering the storms, fighting the

heartaches, and suffering the adversities ‘together is what makes the rel-

ationship strong.

The Christian 1ife 'is"like that. None of us wants adversity, but if we
could see the end result perhaps we would, We can never grow. strong with-
out pushing against difficulties. God does not cause adversity but He
often USES it to build characper. '
iy We've grown soft. We don't want to stick with anything whlch demands

.efforty We want pleasant results. But we don't ﬁant to pay the price for
them. -If the work is not for fun, forget itily -

But: on_y the person who trains and sweats qualifies to engoy the glory.

When we seek the easy,way - no struggles,.no trials, no hardships - 'we
deprive ourselves of blessings and spiritual vitality.

If you're having hard times, beavare that God can wuse it to make you

stromg, You can't develop spiritual muscles without puahing against the
- hard realities &f life, . ;

There is no strength witbout struggle. ~Joe R. Barnett .

- g

~ ANONYMOUS - THINGS YOU NEVER REGRET -

That great writer 30 modestly person.
, called "Anonymous" has come up: 2. Destroying a letter written in
.with this intriguing comment: anger.
"When you were. born, your mother 3. Stopping a scandal that was:
brought you to church ...When you wrecking a reputation, .
were married, .your wife brought 4. Helping a boy find himself.
you to church ... When you die, 5. Offering the apology that

your friends will bring you to saves a friendship.

church ... Why not try coming on 6. Accepting the judgment of God

your own somebime?" on any question.,

1. Showing kindness to &n aged

THE RECCRD

Bi‘blé',study--llcooo---lnloooto 156
Worship sevevseseecncsishdesise 183
Ebening .;;;..............;;.. 103 -
Wlednesday «v.vevrinoncesiasess 75

Coﬁtribution oA e T8 783,50

m:w BUS CONTRIBUTIObB ces § 777450
NEXT I.CRD'S DAY Nova 11

)
Keith H‘ammond ‘will be.

presenting a most UNUSUAL

IESSON on Giving. Between now and
then, we are agking each contribut-

ing member to review the level of

their giving, and come Sunday morn=—
ing November 1lth prepared to indi-

cate that you -will increase your

contribution some, This is-an ur-
gent request and we ask ‘that every-
one give serious attention to it.

DOES GOD EXIST? lectures will be

‘conducted by John
Glayton Nov. 9,10 at Jackson Mid=-
dle School . Auditorium, 5001 S,
Miami Rde South Bend. 7:30-9:00.
each evening,

VISITCRS LAST SUNDAY We were hap-
py« to have
with us Deane Bills, sister to
Connie Weaver; Dexter Willets,
friend of Jim Keeler and lelissa
Noe, granddaughter of Nancy Mc-
Donald. Come again all of you,

HELPERS FOR KEENAGFRS last wesk
weretJean, Eryen & Issly Hoggatt,
Missy & Holdi Yorron of teenagers,

NURSING HOIME SINGING this Sunday:

at both nur=- "

“sing ‘homes. Merry Manor 4:30 and

LaGrange at 5:10, ' Come.

WE REJOICE over the addition ‘of
' Sandra Doles to the"
family of God. Sandra put on her:
Lord in baptism Thursday night

after several weeka of study with

Norm,

ABOUT THE SToK Nanny Hall 4is re-

covering from sur-
gery in Parkview hospital in Ft.
Wayne. Room 231 ~Viva Rush is in
Houston, Tx. tobe’ with her daugh-
Huff, one of our Keenggers fell
and broke her shoulder. She is in
LaGrange hospital = Olive Langston
is still recuperating from her
fall at home.

AREA FELLOWSHIP and’ singing at
Kendallville Sate

urday Nov. 10 Singing begins at
5:00 p.ams - pot Tuck 6:30-7:30, A
short devotional by- Jack Exum Jr,
of Auburn afterwaxd.
ANETTE HARDVMAN who was recently

. _baptized. has re-
Joined her husband in. Red Iands,
California, They plan to return
in about ohe month for furniture,

TEACHER'S CIASS finished last Sun-

day evening with
good attendance. Bro,Himes thanks
all for thoir attendance and int-

erect in this stuly,



The 60's and 70!'s have been designated by some as a period of revolt,
rebellion and disillusionment. The 80's are being projected as & time of
revival, Iet us trust that the next decade will see a return to religionm,
for unless we do we may not get back.

4 recent Gallup Poll shows that 61 million adults in America are with-
out religious affiliation. It shows further that "church membership" is
declining. Only 38% of the unchurched expressed any confidence in the

church, They criticize organized religion as: (1) having lost it epirit-
ual parts (2) being too concerned with organization as opposed to spirit-
ual issues (3) ineffective in helping people find meaning for their lives.

But the rest of the sample is brighter. 91% welcome more emphasis on
home life; 89% desire a greater respect for authority; 69% want the work
ethic to be stressed more; 62% oppose more sexual liberty.

Perhaps if the church will stand strong in its opposition to sin and
will help men and women find meaning for their lives the 1980's will be a
decade of revival, -Curtis Sampley

WE INVITE YOU ... TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
A GOING CHURCH

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m, Matt. 28:19-20
k3 Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m, A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
[ PLAN OF SALVATION il G el
‘R.R. 5, Box 15 el
LaGrange, Ind. 46761

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST
John B8:24
Heb. 11:6
Mazk 16:16

2. REPENT OF SINS
Luke 13:3, 5
Acts 2:38
Acts 17:30

3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
Matt. 10:32, 33
Rom. 10:2, 10
Acts 8:37

4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Rom. 6:1-6
Gal. 3:26, 27
1 Pet. 3:21

5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH

1 Cor. 15:58

Rev, 2:10 /
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ATTEND THE
THREE UNUSUAL DAYS

DATES: November 9 (Friday) 7:00 pem.

Subject:s "You Can Do It"
November 10 (Saturday) o
Subjects: One Family Under God (Part I) 9:30-10:30 a.m.

One Family Under God (Part II) 10345 = 11345 a.me.
Why Frown, When You Can Smile 7330 pem,

November 11 (Sunday)

Suhject: Pathways To Prosperity, The Grace of Giving,
You're Special - 10:30 a.m,

ELDERS

Norman Herron - 463-3571
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485

" DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

EVANGELIST
Norman Herron



A RENEWED LIFE

Do you feel that your spiritual life is lacking in depth and dedicat-
ion?  4Are you displeased with your rate of spiritual development?
(hristian who so desires may experience a radical spiritual rebirth., The
.mportant question is HOW? Where do I start? Here are some suggestions:

1. Get thoroughly dissatisfied with yourself.
be made until a need for improvement is seen.
2. Carefully determine the ereas of your 1life where you need to make
changes, and begin NOW to make them.
3. Do a thorough job of repenting.

spend time alone with God.

5. Deliberately narrow your interest.
portant to this\renewed life, and invest your time accordingly.
are many activities and projects which use up time and energy but

bring you no nearer to God.

"6. Begin immediately some definite labor for Christ.
is devoted each week to the Lord's work.

7. Trust the Lord. Begin to expect a resurgence of spiritual power and
joy. The Lord will not disappoint you.

Spiritual progress cannot

patient at LaGrange

Iet Godly sorrow do her healing work.
Where sin has been of a public nature, let a public confession be made.
4. lake a definite place in your life for daily worship.
prayer and Bible study for any cause.

Do not neglect
Never be too tired or busy to

You must decide what is most in-

Be sure that time

~James IeFan

IT HURTS MCRE TEAN YOU THINK!

Members are mistaken when they

say,"It doesn't hurt anything for o

me to stay away from the meetings

of the church." It hurts far morei

than you realize. S
It hurts YOU., It hurts your
standing with God when you dis-

obey His commands’ (Heb.10:25),” Tt: :

L L

hurts you because. you gin, °'@
sin alwmys hurts.

It hurts God. He 1is grieved
when we disobey (Gen. 6:6). He
smiles with pleasure only when we
obay His will.

L © @ Knw rop, souerimve 10 noz
Study your Bible, 358
Pray regularly
Visit the sick
Send a card of cheer
Encourage the weak
Commend-&omaone 's work
 Count, your; blessingsl
~e = I
”?ﬁi?%ﬁaometlmes hold a crooked
rod over the firs to straighten
go God sometimes holds
over the fire of affliction +to
imabe s more staright & upright.

Patty Copeland strained her back while trying to 1ift a
hospital where she works Wednesday afternoon.

. — . — e — . o s . o 4
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.~CHURCH OF CHRIST:

First), assemble a collection of
devoted believers. Carefully com=
bine the talents of all. Be sure
to maintain purity. Sift out all
sin and worldliness., Fold in eg-
ual amounts of zeal and knowledge.
Listen with vision of greatness.
Now, allow all ingredients +to
rise fully (to the task). 4void
the chilly effect of unfriendli-
ness, Maintain a high degree of
warmth with human kindness. Blend
all together with pure love. The

result is now molded into His like—~

ness. This recipe serves the Lord
and all His saints. Even others
find it most pleasing. -Selected

SERMONS IN SENTENCES$

"God never does His work by hal-
ves, but performs that which He
promises and perfects what He
begina-

Faith in God's keeping power is
the 1link between our finite
need and the comfort of His in-
finite resources.

God speaks to those who take
the time to listens

100% ATTENDANCE! Calls ere being

made throughout
the congregation to encourage all
to be present Friday night, Sat-
urday al all services and Sunday
for the THREE UNUSUAL DAYS being
conducted by Keith Hammond. Every
one cooperate and be present!

CARRY~IN=MEAL immediately after
the morning service

in the fellowship room. Bring en-

ough for your family and come.

VISITCRS We were happy to have

the following attend
our services last week: Marjoprie
Harding, OmaKnauss, Ruth Engle &
Diane Bills (sister to Connie
Weaver).

OF OUR SICK Olive Iangston was
able to attend ser-
vices last week -Jeff lieade hurt
his foot =~ Jan Worley been gielr -
Meleage Chaffee from Country Side
is in IaGrange hospital Rm. 1594,

WENDELL HUGHES passed away Nov-
ember 3rd at Stur-—
gis, Mi.(nephew of Millard Hughes)
Norm Herron and Joe Hughes cond=-
ucted services Tuesday Nov, 6.

ATTENDANCES Keenagers had 50 pre-
sent last week -~ the
Daniel class had 35 present.

HIGH SCHOOL DAY AT lCC this Sat-

urday and
Thelma Hoggatt is driving up
with 4 of ocur young people.



—ough of 1% to live in jtf.

IN THE CHURGCH

IF YOU THINK THE CHURCH is so bad that you no longer care to be a part
of it, let me ask you:'"How would you like to rear your family in a count-
ry where churches were not allowed?" If it came to a vote, would you vote
to do away with the church in this country? I doubt itl I doubt that one
percent of the population of this country would want to do away with the
church, 4s bad as you may think the church to be,it is a fact that cannot
be successfully disputed, that without the church, Christianity would and
could not survive. In fact, real Christianity is THE CHURCH. Christ is
the head and Christians are the body.The church 1s the fulness of Christ,
and Christ is the fulness of God(Eph.1:22; Col. 2:9). When you turn from
the church you turn from Christ, and there is no alternative but eternal
damnation. Whatever you may find wrong with the church, it is still the
body of Christ, the kingdom of heaven, the called out people of God and
there is no salvation outside it.,

You cannct be good enough out of Christ to pass judgment., A4nd I would
prefer to have my association with the imperfect and the hypocrites now
than in eternity. If the church is marred by the sins of men like you and
me and if the ILord thought enough of it to die for it, I should think en-

WE INVITEYOU . . . TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
A GOING CHURCH

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD

=Central Bulletin, Del Riov—T:c--

Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
r \ Permit
PLAN OF SALVATION Church of Christ Lediracge; 1
R.R.5, Box 15 st ol

LaGrange, Ind. 46761

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
John B8:24 Matt, 10:32, 33
Heb. 11:6 Rom. 10:2, 10
Mark 16:16 Acts 8:37

2. REPENT OFSINS 4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST o o oy N ScE
Luke 13:3,5 Rom. 6:1-6 [ & e {
Acts 2:38 Gal. 3:26. 27

i

S. FAPPHFULNESS UNTO DEATH
1 Cor. 15:58

\ Rev. 210 /

P [czW

—~DO. YU'[TTHJNK OF YOUR SOUIL?

OF COURSE YOU THINK OF YOUR SOUL. Every responsible individual
should wish, above all things, to go to heaven when this life is over.
You want to enjoy all the happiness of the eternal hcme of the soul.
It is possible that you are planning to begin taking better care of
your soul sometime in the days that you think lie ahead; but perhaps
things are not just convenient right now as you would like for them to
be.

BUT HAVE YOU THOUGHT OF THIS: You may not be afforded the time to
get things right, for there is seldom a "convenient season" to serve
the Lord and save your soul, WHAT OF YOUR SOUL THEN? Important ag the
things of life seem, how important will they seem when your soul is re—
quired in the day of judgment?

REIEMBER, we have only this life-time to prepare for the soul's
great home, We must not fail to be ready.

BEGIN NOW GIVING YOUR SOUL the preparation it must have for the et-
ernal home. Come worship and study God's Word with us. =-Adapted

s U0 1 Pet. 3:21 o AlTule daiond

»i.5 ELDERS DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

Norman Herron - 463-3571 EVANGELIST
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485

Norman Herron




"THE SIN PROBIEI"

"If we say that we have no sin, we deceive oursleves, and the truth is
not in us, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 Jn. 1:8,9

SIN? What do you do with SIN? This is the issue of life and problem,

" (1) Some try to CONCEAL their gin. Adam and Eve hid in the bushes. Man
in gin has been hiding in the "bushes" ever sincel Sin is disguised as
idiosyncrasies, complexes, or imgainations! Man treats the symptom but
not the disease. These men fail.

(2) Some try to cover their sins with DISTANCE.
Feanzied activity. But sin is within., Men cannot
This fails.

(3) Some think that TIUE will cover sin., Time can forget; time in a de-
gree can heal., But the cause remains. A zillion years of history cannot
remit sinl

(4) Some cover their guilt with RELIGICSITY., Church attendance, liberal
giving, benevolent deeds. We have the silly notion one good deed will
blot out a bad onel

SIN, What do you do with sin? You cannot forgive yourself and make it
go awayl You turn to Godl You confess itl God alone, forgives sin.
Christians are forgiven, released, savedl This 1s the GOSFEL. "I am for-
given," "I can now forgive." This is the GOOD NEWSL Why has the church
buried its most important product? Where is owr joy? Our song? Cur
thanks? It is located in confession. ~Charles Hodge

Escapism, "on the run."
"outrun himself,"

FRICEIESS GIFTS PEN POINTS =

"The dictionary is the only place
where success comes before work,!

Here is a 1list of priceless
gifts that are good for any oc-
cagion:

To your enemy - forgiveness

To your opponent - tolerance

To your friends - your heart

To your children -~ a good example

To your father - deference

To your mother - conduct that will

v make her proud.
T, yourself - respect
To everyone - charity

"Study to show thyself approved
unto God." 2 Time 2:15

"Obstacles are +things you see
when you take your eye off the
goal."

"You will never offend a person
by returning a smile"

Comed

PRAYER MEETING - SUNDAY EVENING 5:00 - 5:45 peme.

THE RECCRD IAST WEEK
Bible Study escessccosccsceses 161
MOTEEAD e S Lo b irv i s 2D
Evening eccesecicscecssscscsses 101
Wednesday Night seicevveeseses 83
Contribution seeeeesees $ 1,111.50
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There are two things in my gard-
ed I don't want there: weeds and
a rusty hoe., Once I begin using
the hoe again, both the weeds and
rust will disappear.

The same principle is true in
our gpiritual growthe The Bible
is the "sword of the Spirit". The
more we study God's Wprd and put
it to use in our lives, the more
"weeds", or unwanted things we'll
get rid of. But once we stop stud-
ying the Bible or when God's Word
is no longer active in our lives,
the sword becomes rusty and sin
takes over.

Jesus was able to overcome every
temptation by using the sword of
the Spirit. He knew God's Word
intimately through long hours of
study, and 1lived a life of obed-
ience to God's Worde When Satan
tempted Him in the wilderness,the
Sword had not become pusty. Jesus
answered every tempptation by say-
ing "It is written", and then quo-
ted from the Scriptures.

We are never tooo young or too
old to study the Bible. It 1s the
great weapon that God has given
to overcome sin. It is a precious
gift that we can take with us
through eternity,.

Don't let it get rustyl

VICTORY The "Three Unusual Days"

meeting with Keith Ham-
mond was a great success. The Un-
usual high contribution § 1,111,50
and the response from the cards
returned were most encouraging,
Of those cards returned 84% in-
dicated and increase of 22% in
their giving or $175 per week.
Praise God for this wonderful
spirit of giving,

This coming Sunday will be
"Wictory Sunday". We will now
have opportunity to transfer our
new resolve about giving into
action. The elders will be shar-
ing with the church where this ine
creage can be put towards more
good works. The budget for the
rest of the year will be reised
from $847.00 per week to $1022,00
to reflect this new commitment,

RESPONSES largaret Tuttle, Zoa H
Herr came forward Sat-
urday night asking for prayers.

IBE SICK Patty Copeland has been

dismissed from hospltal
and is recuperating at home - Jim
Keeler was injured in an auto sco-
cident but not hupt seriously -
X'Rays have disclosed Terry Adams
has ulcers - Glova Spear has been
guffering from a reaction to-a flu
shot - OTHERS - who have been sick
ares Thelma and Iesly Hoggatt,
Jamie lMecAlpin, Zoa Herr.

DID YOU KNOW? Daniel class had 30
Tuesday night and 50
at "Keenagers" last week,



I THANK THEE LORD,

for the privelege of seeing / ',;::(Z
- the rosy tint of the sky at dawnj; ,wbﬁl
- the simmering dew on an untrod lawnj W
- the myriad hues of bluoming flowers;

the
the
the
the
the
the
the
the
the

refreshing touch of gentle showers;
flaming sky as the day grows old;
ethereal beauty of winter cold;

ma jectic mountains, rugged and high;
jagged lightning piercing the sky;
omnous clouds where storms have birth;
rainbow arching the laundered earth;
fresh, new life of a warm spring day;
dazzling brilliance of autumn gay;
the world caressed with soft moonlight;

-~ the stars that shine in the darkest night.
I thank Thee, Lord, for the privilege of seeing.,

WE INVITE YOU . .

. TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
A GOING CHURCH

A 44’@
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FRES IDENTS AND THE BIBLE

"Above all, the pure and benign light of Revelation has had a melio-
rating influence on mankind, and Increased the blessings of society.
It ig impossible to gd@vern the world without the Bible." George Wash-
ington,

"Suppose a nation in some distant region should take the Bible for
their only law bpok, and every member should regulate his conduct by
the precepts there exhibited, every member would be obliged in consc-
ience to temperance and frugality and industry, to justice anq kind-
ness and charity toward his fellow-man, and to purity, love and rever-
ence toward Almighty God. In this commonwealth no man would impair his
health by gluttony, drunkenness or lust; no man would sacrifice his
precious time to cards or any other trifling or mean amusement; no man
would steal or lie; or in any way defraud his neighbor, but would live
in peace and good will with all men; no man would blaspheme his laker

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship  6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
\ H Parmit
PLAN OF SALVATION Church of Christ LaGrange, IN
R.R. 5, Box 15 "
LaGrange, Ind. 46761
1, BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
John 8:24 Matt. 10:32. 33
Heb. 11:6 Rom. 10:2, 10
Mark 16:16 Acts 8:37
2. REPENT OF SINS 4, BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST
Luke 13:3, 5 Rom. 6:1-6
Acts 2:38 Gal. 3:26, 77
ot 1 Pet. 3:21
5. FAITHFULNESS UNTO DEATH Dean Hosantt
1 Cor. 15:58 210 W Micoh
Rev. 2:10 ) . on,
\ r Ir 46761

or profane his worship; but a rational, manly, sincere and unaffected
plety and devotion would reign in all hearts.® John Adamsg

"I have always sald and always will say that the studious persual of
the Sacred Volume will make better citizens,better fathers, and bett~
er husbands. The Btble is the cornerstone of liberty."Thomas Jefferson

DEACONS -

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

ELDERS

Norman Herron - 463-3571
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318

EVANGELIST
Norman Herron

Devon Hostetler - 463-3485




THi UNUSUAL TREE

The story is told about an unusual tree
wivieh grew jusp oubside the gates of a de-
gert city in the middls East. It was an old
tree, a landmark. =~ But more than this, it
scemed to have been touched by the finger
of God -~ it bore fruit perpetually.

Desgpite its old age, its limbs were con-
gtantly laden with frult. Although hundreds
of passers-by refreshed and nourished them-
selves from the tree, it never failed to
give freely to a tired, dusty traveler.

Then one day a greedy merchant purchased the property on which the tree
grew. Once he saw hundreds of travelers "robbing" his tree, he built a
high fence around it.

Stunned, the travelers pleaded, "Share with us."

Growled the merchant in return: "This is my tred, my fruit, bought with
my money."

Then early one morning as the first of the travelers passed the old
tree, thoy were shocked to find that, after all its years of helping oth-
ers, the old tree had suddenly died.

What had happened? The law of giving, as predictable as the law of
gravity, had expressed its immutable principle: When the old tree stopped
giving, it stopped bearing. When it stopped bearing, it died.

This law, God's universal law of giving, is as much a part of our lives
as the physical laws that gulde our steps day after day.

It's the law of give-and-receive. And vhen I think how much I take from
God's world, I bow in guilt at how little I give to his work. -Selected

THE BIESSINGS OF GCD THOUGHT COF THE WEEK

"Better to have nothing to live on
and something to 1live for than
plenty to live on and nothing to

live for."

IERCY abundantly given

HELP for the difficult place -
COURAGE when its sorely needed,
STRENGTH for the problems we face
COMFCRT when grief assails me

LOVE when we need someone to care -
These are the blessings of God that
He «izcs in answsr fo praysrt

THINK ABOUT IF - M"If you have
tried to do something and failed,
you are vastly better off than if
you tried to do nokhiy g

»3
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THE _RECORD IAST VEFK

Bible BYudy seoseessivacescsss 167
Worship ciicssiisscsossassans 207
ROSEIOR &+ conavovvosossinns s T
Wednesday Night ....vvvuvues -

Thursday "Keenagers! se...oss 56
Contribution «ceveceves . $ 851.50

FISHERS OF MEN banquet will be onj
Friday December IL
6:30 at Family Affair Restuarant,
Iake James. Nick Young, Andersonj
In. will be the speaker. The meal
will be a fish dinrer $3.75 plus
beverage and all you can eat, See
Norm Herron if you plan to go.

A FRAYER FOR OUR EIDERS - "Our
Father,

let me be a pillar of strength to
them, not a thorn to sap their
strength, nor a burden on their
backs to pull them down. Iet me
support them without placing
shackles on them. Iet me glve
them help that they may devote
more time to watching after souls.

let me work and not compel them
to spend precious time bragging
on me and gratifying my vanity.
Iet me be unselfish in what I do
for them, not selfish and demand-
ing that they do more for me.Help
me to be as good a member as I
expect them to be good elders.
Help me to appraise them in love
for I have never walked in their
ghoes. Help me to love them bet-
ter and work under their direct-
ion in a way to please Thee, and
£1212411 righteousneszs.

In Jegnug! Nams, J4Amen

OUR_HEARTS REJOICE thst two ceme
responding to
the ILord's invitation Dorothy
Bolen of Howe and lark lfurphy on
Friday and Saturday of last week,

ROLIER SKATING Next Monday at Ft,
Wayne and Tuesday
at Elkhart. A4re you going?

4th SUNDAY FEILOWSHIP After eve-

ning ser—
vice Sunday. Bring finger foods
and be with us!

"KEENAGERS" After one week off we

meet again November
29th. Shirley Souder of NE Center
will be speaking on the needs of
Senior Citizens and what they
offer. We appreciated llary Kauff-
man who is celebrating her 97
birthday in November being with
us last meeting. She is the moth-—
er of Ruth Engle.

VISITORS IAST SUNDAY Ilirs. Wanda

and Dennis
Wienzel, Marjorie Harding, Becky
lloore, Oma Knauss of ILaGrange;
Jaunita Bates and Dexter Willits
of Howe; Christine Hicks of Wol-
cottville; Johnny Carver,Sturgis,
Mi.; L/M Paul Everidge, Candy and
Sandy Shepherd of Bronson, li.
Come again all op you.

THE SICK Viva Rush' daughter-in-

law, lrs.John D.Vaughn
is not doing well in Texas; Nanny
Hall. 0livs Iangzton, Zoa Herw re-
main on the giclk 1lish,




THAT GOCD LAY COIE

If there were some way that during the dark days of trial and suffering

one could see that good may come from it}

But how difficult that isl

While Joseph was confined to an Egyptian dungeon he had years to ponder
the question "why"? Just as these experiences worked out for his good and

the saving of his people,

blessings often come in disguise today. Con-

sider the testimony of those who learned by experience:

DAVID:
JOUB:

PAUL:

JAIES:
FETER:

"It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn
thy statutes" Psalms 119:71

"He knoweth the way that I take:
come forth as gold" Job 23:10 _
"If so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be re-
vealed in us" Romans 8:7 '
"The trying of your faith worketh patience" James 1:2

"But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partaker of Christ's sufferings;
that when his glory shall be revealed, ye may bte glad also with
exceeding joy" 1 Peter 4:13 ~Selected & Adapted

when he hath tried me, I shall

WE INVITEYOU . . .

TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US
A GOING CHURCH

Sunday Bible Classes 9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20
Morning Worship 10:30 a.m. FOR
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD
Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13
H Permit
PLAN OF SALVATION R o LaGrange, IN
R.R. 5, Box 15 P
LaGrange, Ind. 46761
1. BELIEF IN CHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
" John B:24 Matt. 10:32. 33
Heb: 11:6 Rom. 10:2, 10 ol i ao x
Mark 16:16 Acts 8:37 + s T o i
2. REPENT OF SINS 4. BAPTIZED,INTO CHRIST
Like 13:375 s e Uk wdbmeduan e ed maltfosg A *
izl Pets Bl Gal. 3:26, 27 g oy ¢ o
" 5. EAITHFULNESS UNTODEATH |
1 Cor. 15:58

Rev. 2:10 )
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IET US FROVOKE ONE ANOTHER TO IOVE & GOCD hORKS

Do we want a church in our community? Are we interested in our child-
ren being in Bible study and wunder the influence of godly teachers?
Would we desire to live in a community where the influence of Christ-—
ianity was unknown? It seems to me that all these are rhetorical quest~
ions and imply the correct answer. To the first two questions our ans-
wers wpuld surely be "yesl" To the last question our answer would sure-
ly be '"nol"

I realize that we have crime and violence in our streets., Bat I am
convinced that we would have far more if it were not for the influence
of Christianity.

You say, "surely no one would disagree with that, especially those
who read this article." And, of course, you are right.

But do we not in practice deny that which we confidently affirm with
our lipg? If it depended on you how long ago would the church have
closed its doors and ceased to be an influence in our community? How
long would it have been since a Bible class would have been taught if
you had taught the last one? How long would it have been since a gos-
pel meeting was planned of you had promoted the last one? How long a=

- go would the church have ceased out of the community if all had done

as you have done?
I would hope these are stimulating questions and not antagonizing
They are written to cause us to think, not to offend.
Beltline Bulle‘bin Decatur, Ala,
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- 'DEACONS

Perry Miller - 463-3979
Joe Oakley - 463-3743
Jim Pieratt - 463-2700

~ELDERS: .« «if vtk

Norman Herron - 463-3571
Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318
Devon Hostetler - 463-3485

EVANGELIST

Norman Herron



CLEAN UP T V!

A campaign to clean up TV programs is rapidly spreading across the broth-
erhood. Over one thousand congregations have already committed themselves

to take part in this project.

lost of us are aware cf the amount of filth, immorality and violence now
being shown on television. And simply turning off the TV's, which is some~

times necessary, Jjust won't get the job done., As one has well said, the
only language that those who try to foster off all this immoral program-
ming upon the viewing public understand is "money" spelled with a capital
npm,

This campalgn involves the boycott of those company's products which
sponsor such shows. Will it work? You might ask. Illost assuredly yes.
Already recent results of similar opposition has caused Sears Roebuck Co.
and Clorox to drop its sponsoring of certain objectionable shows.

. This Sunday, every family will be given a copy of the "clean up TV"
booklet and encouraged to support this campaign. Iater cards will be dis-
tributed to every member and young person to be sent to those companies
which have been selected for boycotting.

In the words of Edmond Burke, "The dnly thing necessary for the triumph
of evil is for good men to do nothing." =Norm Herron

FAITH and OBEDIENCE are bound up
in the same bundle. He that obeys
GOD trusts GCDjand he that trusts
GOD obeys GCD. He that is with-

WEAT ARE WE TEACHING THEL?

A four year old was spending
the night away from home. At bed-

out faith is without works; and time she knelt at the hostess!
he that is without works is with- knee to say he prayers, expect-
out faith. ing the usual prompting. Finding

the hostess unable to help her,
she concluded thus: "Please God,
'scuse me, I can't remember my
prayers &and I'm staying with a
lady who doesn't know any."

We mutter and sputter,

We fume and we spurt;

We mumble and grumble,

Our feelings get hurts

We can't understand things,
Our vision grows dim, * It isn't enough just to be on
When all that we need is the right track -~ you must be
A moment with Him- heading in the RIGHT DIRECTIONY

THE RECCRD

Bible! SEUAY (e asinene siein ois s isiarate s 143
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Contribution ....eecseees 8 796,05

JUST PIAYING IT SAFE

A Georgia farmer sat one day
at his shanty door. Along came a
gtranger - "How's your cotton com-
ing?" he agked. "Ain't got none,"
replied the farmer. "Didn't you
plant any?" "Nope," he said. "Am
afraid of boll weevils.," "Well,
how!s your corn crop?" "Didn't
plant nonej'fraid of the drouth,"
"Well," finally asgked the stran—
ger, "How are your potatoeg?"
"Ain't got no taters either," he
said, "Scared of tater bugs." -
"Well, what did you plant?"
"Nuthin'," dec¢lared the farmer,
"just playing it safe."

Too often the progress of a
congregation is blocked by a
pessimistic attitude of "playing
it safe," -Selected

OUR _TASK

To teach young people to want
to do what they ought to do, so
that they will grow up to be a~
dults who are free to do what
they vant to do is what they
ought to do.

¥ A problem is an opportunity in
work clothes.

SHULTS-LEWIS HOIE Exciting things

are happening
at the home in Valparaigo;In. Two
new homes are presently under con-—
gtruction which will have a cap-
acity for 8 to 10 children plus
the houseparents and their fam-
ilies. These new facilities are
due for completion in January of
1980,

Rick Shur,who serves as a house=-
parent and development director
for the home will be speaking
here Sunday December 9th to share
with us news of these recent de-
velopments. Rick will also be
showing a slide presentation to
the combined adult zlagses on
that day.

NURSING HOME SINGING this Sunday

at both nur-
ging homes. 4:30 llerry llanor -
5:10 at laGrange. Attend.

OUR_SICK Zoa Herr is now at llerry

llanor and she seems to
be much improved. Why not send
her a card and perhaps visit her-
Nanny Hall, Olive & Clayton ILang-
ston are improving.

VISITORS IAST WEEK Ruth Engle,

Nancy Hart of
IaGpange. 4 number of our college
students were home sometime during
the week.

THIS & THAT Good attendance at

fellowship last Sun-
day evening - more attended pray-
er meeting at 5 n.m, lagt Swnday.



A

OUR._VONDERFUL SAVICR o 4¢ Decembes 9, 1979

L

S A L e’
This wonderful Savior we worship today S e A
Wlas born in a manger, His bed made of hay. AR CH!J RCH OF CH RlST“)%‘?
And angels above made a beautiful sound. - Tk .. :
A prophesied star led the wise men along, i b
And that is the Jesus I'm telling about, L TP OF Tiyiade i T
Who!11 some day return with the angels and shout. s 8 rEe EREE = ¥
And with His own blood, wash away all our sin,
If only we trust Him and ask Hin today

The shepherds and wise men were gathered around 5 "2 . .
And shepherds, while angels sang glorious song. S ; 2
And He is the one who will heal us within,

He'1l help us and heal us and guide all the way.

OES THE GOGPEL CONDELN?

I'm telling you all of this now, for I know The gospel of Jesus Christ does not condemn anyone, contrary to what
I've trusted and tested and with Him I go. you may belleve. You may say, "Well, I thought preachers went around

- Gay Ray condemning everyone,"
Wait a minute, my friendl If you think that the pure gospel of Jesus
If the life of Christ is not your Christianity has not been tried Christ condemns you have everything backwards. Jesus Christ came to
pattern, the death of Christ will and found wanting§ it has been this world to save, not condemn., John wrote:"For God did not send the
not be your pardon. found difficult and mot tried. Son into the world to judge the world; but that the worlds should be

saved through Him" (John 3:17).
Suppose that there were people on an island who had contracted an in-
curable disease. Everyone of those people were doomed to death with-

WE INVITEYOU . . . TO STUDY AND WORSHIP WITH US

A GOING CHURCH out an hope of recovery. However, suppose a man found his way to the
Sunday Bible Classes  9:30 a.m. Matt. 28:19-20 island with a waccine that was guaranteed to cure the disease. If some
Ii\Ellorn!ng xors:!p 12338 a.m. FOR refused to take the vaccine, would you say the vaceine condemned those
OIS e DRipam. A COMING LORD people? Did the man who brought the vaccine condemn those people who

Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. i g refused the medicine? Of course not!l

The fact of the matter is that the world has an incurable disease
brought about by sin. The only cure for sin is Jesus Christ. It does~

f B | n't matter who you are or how good you think you have lived. The naked
PLAN OF SALVATION Church of Christ Permit fact is that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romw
R.R. 5 Box 15 LSGJ’BEQG, IN -
, 4 3:23). No amount of good works and no amount of pleading can changg
LaGrange, Ind. 46761 the wretchedness of your soul. Only the blood of Jesus Christ can 1ifst
1. BELIEF INCHRIST 3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST you out of the mire of sin. '
John 8:24 Mait, 10:32. 33 : Yes, Jesus died to save, not condemn, If you refuse the cure and re-
B L e ik : i main in a condemned state, you have no one to blame but yourself.

-Selected & Adapted

o A T Faal
2. REPENT OFSINS . . & BAPTIZEDNTO,CHRIST -

P 1 S L i A ey : .
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e Dean Hoggatt - 463-3318 Noratan Tatan Jf)e O‘akley - 463-3743
\_ ) Devon Hostetler - 463-3485 Jim Pieratt - 463-2700




NHEN I §IVE

When T Give llothing -
I cast a vote to close the church
I take a "free ride" on the gifts and services of others.
Mhen T Give Iess Than last Year -
I have experienced a decrease in income - or
I have changed my priorities - or
I question the need for the work the church is doing.
When I Give Iess Than One-Tenth Of liy Tncome -
I do less than was reguired of the poorest of the Jews.
When I Give Grudgingly -
I find no joy in my ziving.
I am a disappointmens to the Lord, for God loves a cheerful giver.
(2 Corinthians 9:7
When T Refuse To Purpcse In Advance ~
I fail to follow Ged's Plan (2 Corinthians 9:7)
I make it difficult for the elders to make plans for the year.
When I Give Veekly -
I help fulfill the planned programs of the church.
I make it much easier for myself by avoiding the accumulation of my
stewardship obligation.
I find joy and satisfaction in my giving
I follow the God-given plan (1 Corinthians 16:2)
Yhen I Give Proportionafiely -
I shall be blessed in my giving and will be enriched in every way.
\2 Corinthians 9:11)
I shall increase my gifts as my income increases.

-Joe R. Barnett

SEVEN CHURCH FROBIELS UCTABLES

"1le The unbedded knee.

2. The unread Bible

3. The neglected attendance.

4. The wnpurposed, unplanned giving.
5. The unrealized cross.

6. The impassionate heart.

7. The unconcern for the lost.

"Sometimes you can know which way
you are headed by looking at the
erovd going with you."

*Kindness is a hard thing to give
away«.It usually comes back to you

"A wise man acknowledges his mis-
The wonderful part about all tekes, a fool defends his."

these: THEY CAN BE SOLVED!

THE RECCRD

Bible Study L B R I I I S A R ) 157

Worshlp ceeesesosospacceeccees 183
EVening eseosevsovsopsccenoses. 100
Wednesday eeecesccvcenrecavenes 94
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BIBIE QUIZ The young people at

IaGrange have been
challenged to a "Bible Bowl" by
the youth at Kendallville. Quest-
ions will be over the first 30
chapters of the book of Genesis.
This event will take place the
first Friday in January. It re-
quires a great deal of study and
preparation, so lets all encour-
age our young people in this en-
deavor.

BIBIE ANSWERS
TO QUESTIONS FROM THE LCST

Q; "Why should I be interested in
becoming a Christian?

A: Because all have sinned. Rom,
3:9-12, 23; Isa. 53:6

Q: What is sin?
A: The transgression of God's law.
1 John 334

Q¢ What are the consequences of

sbn?

A: Seperation from God, spiritual
death, consequences while on
earth, eternal punishment in
Hell. Rom, 6:23; Ik. 16:19231;
Mk, 9242-47; 2 Thess. 1l:7=9.

* Spiritual investments always
bear heavenly interests ...*

GOCD NEWS lionday evening Linnea

Murphy made the good
confession and put on her ILord in
baptism. She has been studying
with Merilyn Herron. We welcome
her into the family of God.

IMCRE GOOD NEWS Jamie and Sue lie-

Alpin are the par-
ents of a baby boy, ZErik James.
We rejoice with the parents in
their latest addition.

REMENMBER Rick Shur of Shultg~
Iewis Home will be here
speaking to us Sunday Dec.9th{
He will also be speaking to the
combined adults classes at 9:30.

VISIT(RS Mrs. Trix and Iaura lic-
Alpin & DeAnn Harbin of
Dayton,(; Carl Pieratt of Camden-
ton, lo.; Gerald Wonnacott, lii.;
Janet lMoore, longojDexter Willits
of Howe; Christine Hicks, Wolcott—
ville and Nancy Hart of LaGrange.

THE SICK ILittle Becky Sowles is

home from hospital aft-
er another bout with croupj;Nanny
Hall and Zoa Herr ate both on the
medd it seems. Be sure and pray
for the sick.

TWO EVENTS Graduation for the OBS

clags is set for Dec,
14th. Be sure and make reservat—
ions with Norm Herron- TO VELCOLME
IN THE NEW YEAR - bowling will be
had at laple Lanes followed by
fellowship at the church building

on December 3lst.




TOMORROW

‘Tomorrow" is the great enemy of advancement. Boasting of tomorrow is
the lazy man's vay of evading today's duties,"Tomorrow" leaves more tasks
undone, more books unread, more houses uneleaned, more programs unlaunched,
more resolutions unkept than any other factor in life.

"Tomorrow" is the great enemy of the church. Our greatiest 1liability is
not our ignorance, or our unconcern, or our unwillingness...but "tomorrow'.
ilore absentees have been neglected, more prospects have gone unlisted,
more lessons have gone unprepared, and more lost people have gone unsaved
because of "tomorrow" than any other reason,

"Tomorrow" is the enemy of the soul. |'"Tomorrow" has sent more men
to hell than all other erimes combined. VWhere one man hag died and gone to
hell because he was an infidel, an agnostic, or an athiest,thousands have
gone because they counted on "“tomorrow".

"Tomorrow" is Satan's best scheme in keeping men lost. Yes, Satan knows
he will never destpoy your faith in the Bible, or your belief in
the love of God. He does mot care when you realize that you are lost and
that you need to be a Christian, He knows all of these things are of no
avail to you if he can keep you waiting until "TONCRROWY,

One of the devil's most successful wiles is, "WAIT AVHIIE".

T MATL, CRONOTHING AT ALLM

David LloydGoerge once remarked, "The most dangerous thing in the
world is to try to leap a chasm in two jumps." The story is told of
the little boy who cut off his puppies' tail an inch at a time
to keep it from hurting so badly by cutting the whole tail off at once.
These two gituations illustrate the tragic error of many persons with
respect to Christ,.

Accepting Christ is an all-or-nothing commitment. Trying to accept
Christ without total commitment to him is like trying to leap a chasm
in two jumps - you leave one bank and miss the other. Jesusg said it
like this: ™He that is not for me is against me." The Lord will not
share a divided heart. Look to Christ, commit your life, your talents,
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A GOING CHURCH

Bl = R oS A Man'::;gqo your service, your all. Look not for a stone or island halfway. There
Evening Worship  6:00 p.m. A COMING LORD is none.

Wednesday Bible Classes 7:00 p.m. Tit. 2:11-13 The second situation above may well illustrate the other side of
commitment to Christ. Commitment to one thing means forsaking other
things. "You cannot serve God and mammon." You cannot hold both God

(,_ and the world, Sometimes a person tries to give up the world like the
! boy cut off his puppy's tail -~ an inch at a time. The result is the

PLAN OF SALVATION hurch gl W o = g pain is mﬁlﬁimd.
LaGraﬁgmlnd.46761 i lleke clear decisions. Ieave the world. "Come up - come all the way

John 8:24
Heb. 11:6
Mark 16:16

2. REPENT OF SINS

1. BELIEF IN CHRIST

3. CONFESSION OF CHRIST
Matt. 10:32, 33
Rom. 10:2, 10
Acts B:37

4. BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

D Ao

up" to Christ. You can't leap a chasm in two jumps. Ieave the shores
of gin decisively, with finality, holding no mementoes of a single
past. Commit your all to Christl -Howard Horton

Luke 13:3. § om. 6:1-
A 238 kg RS Beox 23V
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FOR_MEN WHO IEAD FRAYER
(In an article in the September 13, 1977 issue of Firm Foundation,Raymond
Kelcy presents a number of worthwile suggestions for men who lead public
prayers. We believe brethren will find the follwoing excerpts helpful.

A TREIENDOUS RESPONSIBILITY. I[fen who lead in public prayer have a tre-
mendous responsibility. Think of what a responsibility it isl Here is a
waiting congregation that has come together to worship God. In the cong-
regation there are many souls who are eager to go to God in prayer with
other Christians and pour out thier hearts to God., Yet many times their
longings are unsatisfied because of an inadequate prayer that has been
led. 4 man who leads prayer can help bring a congregation closer to God
or take it farther from Him. Again, we say, What a responsibility!

FRAY IN JESUS!' NAME. Another important thingj;pray in the name of Jesus.
Do not say to the Father, "We pray in thy name." We are to pray to God
the Father in the name of his Son. ( Heb. 13:15; 4:14). Do not abruptly
close the prayer without mention of our great High Priest through whom
we approach the Father.

AT THE ICRD'S TABLE. When at the Lord's Table you are offering thanks
for the bread, do thate Some ask God to bless others; some thank God for
the many blessings of life, including the Lord's Day; but they do not of=-
fer thanks for the bread. They do just about everything except what they
should do. It is good to pray for others, to thank God for our many bless-
ings, etec. But what about offering thanks for the bread and the cup? Is-
n't that what Jesus did when he instituted the supper?

Occasionally we have someone thank God for the fruit of the vine "which
so beautifully represents thy shed blood." Iet's remember that it was not
the Father who shed his blood on the cross. R. L. Whiteside wrote these
words: "Certainly a Christian should know who vas crucified." We would
add that of a double certainty one who leads a congrega tion in prayer
should know that it was the Son, not the Father, who shed his blood on
the cross. :

SFEAK SO 4S TO BE HEARD. Paul, discussing tongues, asked, "How shall
he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of
thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?" ( ICor, 14:16) We
can apply the same question to those who speak in such a low and I1ndi-
stinet voice when they lead a prayer. How can others assent to the prayer
unless they can hear it? How can they join in the prayer? Speak up! If
necessery, practice speaking out in the open spaces. Develop a voice that
can ks heard, ... We ghould not pray being morivated by a desire to be
heard Ly men; 'mb If wo lead in public »nrayer, we suvely ought tc pray in

} ~Zalected & Adapled

2 wey that can be heaxrd .oa o

RECYCIE YOUR BIBIFS -

What do you do with your old
Bibles after they have been re=-
placed by newer ones? lMaybe a few
loose pages, & torn or missing
cover, but still useful. Somehow
I just can't get myself to throw
it away so it sets on the shelf
or packed away in some box gather-
ing dust. But now some brethren
have come up with a bold plan to
put these old Bibles to good use.
Its called '"Recycle Your Bible
For Africa.

Millions of English speaking
people in Africa have no Bibles.
One missionary in Zambia Africa
writes that he teaches 280 stud-
ents each week and most do not
have Bibles, but have +to share
Bibles for study in classrooms.
Their goal is collect 2,000,000
used Bibles for this need. The
Bibles will be collected here and
then forwarded to the church in
Orlinda, Tenn. to be repaired and
shipped to Africa, It costs about
$1 to pack and ship each Bible so
a srall donation would also be
appreciated. ~Norm

COMMCDITY FROGRAM A way that you
can help the
Shults-Iewis Home is thru giving
of goods, A collection bin
will be placed in the foyer to
enable those who wish to drop in
a can or bex of some food items.
These will be picked up every 3
ronths by Rick =3  he travels ma
behalf of ths !

P
[oad i A0TE -

THE RECCRD

Bible StUAY sesscessessesneses 169
Worahlp sescssecosssvenscoinscess 201
Evening ceseceveccssccccoceees 99
WednesdaY eeeesececccsscacness 93
Contribution sveeeeevese § 1133445

SHULTS-IEWIS Our thanks to Rick

Shur and Roger Ruth
for their report of the work at
Shults-Iewis Children's Home., The
colorful slides and comments by
Rick and Roger gave us a summary
of the home's béginning and its
deve lppment .

Rick commented that ILaGrange
was one of the most receptive
churches to the homes! appeal for
financial support and personal
involvement.

You are to be commended for hav-
ing a spirit which is character-
ized as pure religion James 1:27.

VISITORS Carl Pieratt, Camdenton,
Mo.3Trix McAlpin,Dayton,
O.; Melissa Noe,White Pigeon, Mi.;
Christine Hicks, Wolcottville;
Bonnie Bates, Howe; Nancy Hart of
IaGrange were our visitors last
Sunday. Welcome all of you.

THE SICK It was good to see Nanny

Hall and John Ray with us
after recent illnesses. Sick with
the flu and colds are: Michelle
Hall, Erik McAlpin,Carrie Gaskill
and Katie Caliley.

NEW YEARS PARTY  Dec
Mora datails na=h wesk




COVETCUSNESS

A fly on a nice strip of gooey, sweet-smelling filypaper, not seeing a
challenger in sight happily announced, M"iiy flypaper". Sinking his nose
in the syrupy stuff, he dined sumptuocusly. Then deciding to leave, he be-
gan hopelessly heating his wings against thr air,..and the paper announc-
ed, "ly flyin

Tbat is often the way it is with a man and his possessions. Surveying
his accumulations he proudly says, "liy possessiinsl" The possessions know-
ingly announce, "y mani"

Francis de Sales, reputed to have heard more confessions than any other
Catholic priest said that the sin of covetuousness never one time con-
fessed to him, e wonder how often it is confessed to God. This is the
problem with covetousness ... it is seldom recognized by the victim.

Covetousness is easily camouflaged. llost of those who are guilty refuse
to face it. Jesus preached about it, "And the rhariseeg also who were
covetous,heard all these things and they derided Him" (Iukel6:1.) Iovers
of money scoff at (or at least "shut out") the preacher who warns them of
their sin.

Covetousness is Satan's "home field." In this park he has won hds most
stunning victories. Covetousness is to the soul what cancer is %o the body,
No wonder Jesus aid, "Take heed, and bewars of covetousness."(Luke 12:15)

S gl.., ,CHURCH OF CHRIST",

-JO€ Barnettu
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VHY KEEZ FUSHING?

lany are active in the Lord's work. [lore zeal, more mission work,
more preaching, more baptisms are reported everywhere among brethren
in the Lord. The church is growing and much good is being done. In
the midst of this fine progress, however, the church's situation is
gimilar to this story:

The late William Vrigley was riding with a friend in a crack express
train, from New York to Chicago. His companion was curious to know why
the magnate continued to spend so much money in advertising.

Your gum is known all over the world," he said, "why don't you save
the millions you are spending on advertising?"

lMr., Wrigley pondered a second, then asked, "How fast is this train
going?" "About 60 miles an hour," replied the other. "Then," asked
lr. Wrigley, "Why doesn't the railway company remove the engine and
let the train travel on its own momentium?"

SO YOU SEE: Too much depends on our progress for us to sbop pulling
and boosting the Lord's work. Say, ARE YOU DOING YOUR PART? -Sel.

ELDERS DEACONS
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Joe Oakley - 463-3743
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THE OID YFEAR and THE NEW

I sat and wrote the record of the year,

Marred with the stains of many an idel day,
When a stern angel, who was standing near,
Stretched forth his hand and took the page away.

"Stay thou, dread Angel, but an hourl"I cried,
"For many things I have as yet to write"

But not a word in answer he replied.

He swiftly sped across the wintry night.

Then ag I bowed my head in silent woe,
O'er many a blot upon the vanished scroll,
Another angel, whiter than the snow,

Drew near, and spoke a message to my soul:

"Waste not thy time in grief for work undone,
Nor let regret thy passing days engage.
Thou canst not bring again the year that's gone,
But God hath given thee another pagel"

~Author Unknown

MY INFLUENCE
N FOR EACH DAY
- \\\\

\\\ 1980

v My life shall téuch a dozen lives
_ uﬁ Before\thus.day is done, - -~
"1\ Ieave oountless marks™of good or “111
_ i\ Ere\sets‘\the' evning sunes NI
51  | \This\is the wish.'I always ‘wish,

‘x\

) ‘Lord, \help my 1life ‘help others 1ives,
, i |\ Tt touches by the waye.
| L e \ N -Unﬁnown

=*The ‘prayer I always pray, . - <N

Once a man remariked to Samusl
Coleridge, "I will not teach my
children anything about religion.

I will let them grow up, and when -

he is old enough to judge for him-
self ,he can choose his religion."

As the two men walked together
they paused in Mr. Coleridge's
garden, "I thought I wanted to
set out some strawberry plants
here this spring but you have giv-
en me a new idea. I think I will
wait until next August. Then I
will see whether it would rather
have weeds in it."

"But, Mr. Coleridge, the weeds,
will take over the place by then."
"My friend, the weeds will also
grow unbidden in the heart of

your child," answered the poet.
The Lord places a great respon-
sibility upon a parent, "Train up
a child in the way he should go
and when he is old, he will not
depart from it." |Parents must
nourish their children in the fear
and discipline of the Lord. A4nd
if any provide not for his own,he
has denied the faith and is worse

than an infidel. The supreme trag-

edy of our times is that too many
parents make no effort to influ-~
ence their children for truth and
righteousness. The time is here
when each parent needs to take
this responsibility seriously.
Bring your children to Bible sch-
ool and seek to influence them in
behalf of +the Lord. Don't let
them grow up with "No Religion®
in 19804

NEW YBARV'S EVE 4 pot luck @t the

church building
Monday eveninz at 6:30 followed
by games & singing then to bowl-
ing from 9:00 to 12:00 for re~
creation and fun. Join us in the
fillcwship and clese out the old
year and "roll" in the newl!

WEICOME! To our young people who

are away but home for
holidays - it was good to see all
of you. Back were: Steve and Kim
Herron from CCC; Jim North, Phil,
Dianne, Cheryl & Terry Hostetler
of Harding; Dick and Fran & Craig
Hostetler from Williamstown; Jeff
Herron, Detroit,ii,; Mary Wilson,
Kenny & Kathy Long from Charleston,
5.C,; and iarcella Richie.

OUR_SICK Goldie Pulley,the Dave
Weavers and others. We

were pleased to see Zoa Herr and

Nannie Hall at services Sunday.,

QUR _THANKS To Eddie McGuiggan of
Kendallville who spoke
at the morning services last Sun-
day and to those who attended the
preview of the proposed budgst of
1980, AND for the fine contribut-
ion of $1249.45 last Sunday. WVe
need $1012.29 this Sunday to end
the year meeting our 1979 budget.
You are to be commended for your
giving to the work here in 1979!

CORRECTION The Dean Hoggatts new
address i1s RR 5 Box
235 instead of 234, Sorry.




